St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church Newsletter

THE CHURCHMOUSE

“Let your light so shine before others, that they may see

Advent/Christmas/Epiphany 2011-12

your good works, and glorify your Father,

which is in heaven”

—NMatthew 5:16

SERVICE SCHEDULE
Sunday Service: 9:30 am

Wednesday Taizé Service

with Healing & Holy

Eucharist: 5:30 pm (except

11/23 & 12/14, 21 & 28)

ANNUAL ALL PARISH

HoLIDAY COVERED-

DisH DINNER

Wed., Dec. 14th—6:00 pm

DECORATE THE

CHRISMON TREE
Wed., Dec. 21st

6:00 pm—Catered Supper

6:45 pm—Decorate

CHRISMAS EVE
10:30 pm—Concert &
Carol Sing
11:00 pm—Christmas
Festival Eucharist

CHRISTMAS DAY
9:30 am—Said Holy
Eucharist

MISSION STATEMENT
St. Christopher’s

Episcopal Church reveals

the light of Christ as a
beacon of love in the
world.

St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church 400 Dupre Dr.

FROM THE VICAR

This fall in one of the Wednesday evening classes our lesson was on how
to understand parables. After the lesson, | divided the class into two groups and
charged each group to write a parable of their own. Below is the work of one of
the groups.

St. Christopher’s is like a new-comer to Spartanburg when he went out to try to
find a great place for lunch. After asking coworkers, they recommended the
Beacon. To get to the Beacon, he had to travel over to the “wrong side of town”,
just down from the apartments. By the look of his surroundings, he thought he
was in the wrong place. Finally after seeing a stream of people entering the
restaurant, he worked up enough courage to go in. When inside, he was
welcomed by a blind man who asked what he needed. Looking around and
watching carefully how and what others ordered, he began to hear all the meal
choices called out with loud voices. He kept hearing “this-a-plenty” and “that-a-
plenty”. Finally, he settled on a Chili Cheese a-Plenty, a combination of two of
his favorite foods. As he moved down the line and he paid for his food, he was
surprised that finding a private table was a problem. Others who noticed his
confusion invited him to sit down. After a bit of conversation, he soon learned
that he was sitting at a table with a doctor, a lawyer, a housewife with her
children and a construction worker. At the end of the day, he was pleasantly
surprised to find that while he’d just gone to the Beacon for a meal, he was truly
welcomed and fed with food for the soul.

One of the teaching points about parables is that they are never as they
seem. They should impart a message, but then they should continue to work on
you as time goes on. As we continue our efforts in the redevelopment of St.
Christopher’s, | would like to challenge you to think about some things as you
welcome the newcomers that will be coming to visit us, and invite you to think
about my experience of the Beacon. | won’t go back. It’s too confusing to me. |
don’t know what to order or how to order it. | find it a daunting task altogether,
and | would just assume go to Wendy’s where | know what I'm doing. At the
same time, when | read this parable, it seems as though for those of you who
have been going to the Beacon all your lives, your experience is more like
snuggling into a warm blanket.

(continued on the next page)

Spartanburg, SC 29307 Phone: 585-2858  Fax: 585-0799



VICAR, CONT.

Do you see how the parable continues to work on us? The Episcopal Church, St. Christopher’s,
is like the Beacon of this parable. Those of us who have been going all our lives to the Episcopal
Church know how to juggle the books. We understand how to use the Book of Common Prayer. We
know why the hymns and the scripture and the sermon all speak to the same Gospel message and
why we can’t just always play our favorite hymn or preach on anything that pops into our mind. We
are comforted by standing and sitting and kneeling at the appropriate times and we know when those
times are. But for the visitor, it may be confusing and frustrating. If we are not proactive in helping
and welcoming these visitors, then we may not ever see them again.

As we continue with missio:engage (see article on page 8 for details of this committee), as we
continue working with the Development Committee, and as all the other committees continue to find
new and creative ways to invite the surrounding community to see what all the excitement is about
here at St. Christopher’s, we must be ready to welcome them with open arms. To do this, we might
have to change some of our habits and some of the ways that we do things so that we can truly be the
welcoming place we proclaim to be. For us to be that Beacon on the East Side of Spartanburg, we need
to be those people of the parable who took the time to show the visitor where to sit and how to order.
To be that true Beacon that God calls us to be, we die unto ourselves, our needs and our wants, so that
we can live for that person that we haven’t even met yet.

~Fr. Joseph+

YouTH NEWS
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St. Christopher’s Youth have had a fall full of fun and fellowship. We have taken trips to Frankie’s
Fun Park in Greenville and to Red Fox to play paintball. We have watched the Lion King in 3D, had
our very own Trivia Night and participated in the St. Christopher’s 2011 Balloon Olympics. We have
laughed and learned all about how great God is. We celebrated Halloween, remembering how Jesus is
the light in our hearts like the light
inside a Jack-o-Lantern and we
have learned about our many
important and sometimes
eccentric ancestors from the Bible.
The Youth are excited as we enter
this winter season with lots of
exciting events on the horizon.
Our annual Ski Trip in January is
quickly approaching and we have
plans to go rock climbing, hiking,
and watch the Super Bowl
together! Thank you for your
continued support of the Youth
programs here at St.
Christopher’s.

Afternoon activity in the field at the Diocesan Jr. High Fall Retreat

~Raiford Collins






FUN & FELLOWSHIP

The purpose of the Fun and Fellowship
Committee is to plan, organize and publicize all
parish-wide events. In addition, we provide
assistance to joint fellowship events sponsored
by the convocation. We are excited to add
Karen and Peter Barnes, Jakie Bost, Martha
Clark and Sharon Smith to our group. They join
Ann Fain, Roy Parker and Jay and Mary Ann
Palmer. Cindy Hray is our Mission Committee

Representative.

In December, we will have our now annual All

Parish Holiday Covered-Dish Dinner. We High Tea after Choral Evensong
celebrate

Serving Food for Lenten Series

like a family with real table cloths, plates and
silverware. This requires a good deal of “man and
woman power” for set up and clean up, but the results
are worth it!! If you have a little time to help, please let
one of our committee members know. This is a family
gathering and everyone can help make it a success. By
the way, the covered-dish you bring should be
something that has special meaning for you at
Christmas time, i.e. grandma’s favorite recipe...
something that really says “Christmas” to you. Write on
a card or piece of paper what it is and a short
description of its meaning to you, to be placed beside

the dish. There will be an opportunity for folks to stand

up and share the anecdotal background behind the dishes they brought, if they choose to,

followed by some old fashioned carol
singing. It’s always a fun time and “good

eatin’’!

Remember to “save the date” for our joint
Shrove Tuesday Oyster Roast on February
21st. This event is a joint effort by St
Christopher’s and St. Matthew’s. We have
had good support and participation from
both congregations. We have been looking
at ways to reduce the time commitment for
each worker, so they can also spend time
with their friends and family. We will keep

you posted!!

~Mary Ann Palmer

Preparing Oysters
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FROM THE DEACON...
Hospitality to Strangers — Coffee Hour

“Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels
unawares.” (Hebrews 13:2)

By the virtue of the fact that we offer a coffee hour, we are being hospitable to strangers. But is
that enough? Do you remember the first time you attended a new church? Do you remember
the announcement about coffee hour? “Join us for coffee so we can meet you and get to know
you better.” If you’re anything like me in a new environment, at that announcement, my
stomach gets a bit queasy and | begin to have thoughts like: “All those people | don’t know? |
wonder if I'll be accepted in that crowd.”

It takes a lot of energy to make the effort to step through the doors of a new church. In the
sanctuary, at least one can have their own personal space while worshipping with this new
group of people. Likewise, it takes a lot of energy to make the effort to step through the doors
of the connector and attend coffee hour. Unlike the church, personal space here is replaced
with handshakes and standing or sitting close together.

But it can also be a place of isolation for a newcomer. We are all quite comfortable with each
other, sitting together, asking about our lives, families, and work. But for the newcomer, it
could be an exercise in watching others who know each other, fellowship together, as they are
relegated to sit by themselves or with the person with which they came, watching the fun from
afar.

Perhaps the first order of business for us as members of St. Christopher’s is to remember why
we came back to this church the second time and the third time, eventually making this our
church home. Interviews and studies have shown that people return to a place of worship for
several reasons, friendliness and genuineness being high on the list. Perhaps we should peruse
the room at coffee hour, actively looking for the newcomer. Perhaps after we get our coffee
and food, our next move should be to find those people sitting by themselves, sit down with
them, and actually have a conversation. Perhaps stepping outside our comfort zone is what it
will take for us to be truly hospitable. Because you never know....when we’ll be entertaining
angels......unaware.

~Fergie+
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