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Your Autism Classroom
Data Collection to Chart Progress

By: S.B. Lintoh, dzi K2 NJ 2 F | dz{i A & Y /HOW t@SetNP & (fabiodY ierd 6
Students with Autism

Data Collection is an important tool in measuring the progress students and staff
members are making towards objectivds.is usually more effective to have datken

in the place omctivity where thestudent is performing the task his makes it easier to
record accuratend reliable data. In your classroom, strive to havéERbbjectives
tracked regularly through consistent anén organizediata collectim system.Anytime
you record data or create a data sheet, ywill want to include the key. The key will tel
you how to record the data. In some instances, you may only want to know if the st
was correct or incorrect. In other instances, you meyt to know the prompt level the
student received to complete the task. In either case, always include the key on any
sheetsto keep everyone on the same padey some of the tips below:

1

1
f
f

Make enough blank copies wérious types oflata shees before beginning.
Make an individualized binder oF 2 f RS NJ g KA OK K 2 dhdets.
Categorize your objectives by activity, skill or student.

Discuss data collection as a team. Make sure that allsiffibersknow how
to record thedata accuratelyare usirg the same key/symbols and are using
the same verbadlirection when asking thstudentto perform thetask

Data should be taken in the area whehe activity/task is performed.

Types of Bta
Frequencynumber of times a behavior occurs
Duration- amount of time a behavior occurs
Latency amount of time between the start of the opportunity and the behavior

Percent number of occurrences out of the number of opportunities

Intensity- physicaforce or magnitude of response

Time Sampleobservation period divided into intervals

Permanent Productcount of the behavior by observing the product

Interval recording recording behavior in intervals
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How o St S and Up
for Your Autistic Child

IEP BASICS

PARENTS' RIGHTS AT IEP MEETINGS

By: Areva Martin, Esq.

L Every parent wants to make the best, most informed choices possible
their child. Unless they have already been involved in the special ne
community, however, very few parents are knowledgeable about t
school choices available in their area. Mbsive even less idea abou
how to decide which one would be best for their child at an IEP meeti
As a special needs attorney, | make sure my clients understand t
basic rights at these meetings. Many parents don't realize, for instar
that they can either accept or reject an IEP offer.

NByd glyda G2 YI1S 0KS o6Sadx

If you, as a parent, disagree with the school on the best placement, your ch
will stay in place until the issue is resedl by compromise, mediation or due
process hearing. You do not have to abide by the choices of the school. If y
choose to reject the offer, the law is on your side. Here are a few of the riglr
you have as a parent:

§ You can always cdtir another IEP meeting. There awe limitson the number of IEPs &
student can have in any given year. If you request a meeting, the school must set tt
meeting within 30 days.

8§ You have the right toecord IEP meetings. You can play these recordings for others
to get knowledgeable advice.

§ You have the right to have attorneys, advocates and other interested parties preser
IEP meetings. Thelsmol district has the same right.

§ You make the IEP plan valid by your signature alone. An IEP is a legal document. |
be implemented untiit is signed by the parents.

Because the process of creatiag IEP plan and deciding whether or not to
accept the school's offers for placement is so complex, this is one area whe
you may need to consult an attorney or educational advocate (aattomney
professional who assists families with IEPS).

You can ko find further information about IEP meetings my book, THE
EVERYDAY ADVOCATE: STANDING UP FOR YOUR CHILD WITH AUTI¢
Chapters 9 and 10 provide you with a legal consultation about making the k
decisions for your child's education at an M&eting.

Areva Martin, Esq. is an award-winning attorney, author and parent of a child with autism.
Herbests el | i ng book, fAThe Everyday Adv oAuatties mi
available at all major bookstores and on line. To get more information on Areva, visit
www.arevamartin.com.
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FOR LOVE AND
FRIENDSHIP

By: Julie L. Coe
1in 110

If these were the odds of winning the lottery, the numbers would be promis
but they are not. These are the odds that a child in the US will be diagnosed \
autism.

LGiQa adlFr33asSNay3a G2 GKAyl GKFIG 2@8
someone with autism.It is an epidemic that affects people from every cultur
religion, race and ethnicity.

The symbol for autism is a puzzle and it truly is a puzzling disowiaile great

strides have been made in autism research and treatments, its cause and ct
still a mystery. Parents who receive a diagnosis of autism spemars and
significant amounts of money (if they even have it) trying to figure out how
help their children.It is a hard and unrelenting procesfmidst all of this, they
have the added challenge of trying to help their children integrate into $pcie
Will their child be accepted, have friends, be part of a group, know love

companionship?

When my best friend Jenny learned that both her boys had autism, she had r
fears about their future and vowed to do anything she could to help them
better. | YR aKS O2dA RyQd ad2L) GKAY ] M3
anyone knock on our door and want to play with theriiis question persisted
Fa GKS o02&a 320 2t RSNJ FyR WSyye &
understand autism or howat interact with kids with autism.There were not
many resources available and she knew this had to change.

Everyone needs friendship and love soRR& OA RSR (2 & NR Q¢
about this. The book is called The Friendship Puz#eiping kiddearn about
accepting and including kids with autisfthe book is from the perspective of .
little girl named Makenzie Mackabee who meets Dylan, a new boy at school,
learns he has autismltis a tale of friendship, acceptance and inclusion a
apples far beyond autism spectrum disordefs.shows children how to be gooc
to others, regardless of differences.

Autism is everywhere and we all need to do our part to hélghile the experts
search for a cure, we can create an environment full of land understanding.

Frlc'r’n'dshlp Puzzle
Dy by

o ping ek tacta g 11w i

About the Author:

Julie L. Coe wrote this book with her good friends Jenny .
Maloni and Sondra Brassel to help educate children abc _,ff)r"’&f;""
autism. The website has additional information about the ‘%
authors, illustrator and the bookPleasevisit themat :
www.friendshippuzzle.com =) (1)) 523

P dz A &Y/ f | & BoMBoSEt ©DRWOLk Aredldome for a
Child with Autism:A Manual for Parents, Families anéHome

Support Provider$12.95

The Home Link
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PARENTIN@AUTISM

About the Author:
When not chasing after her three boys, Angela writes lectures about autism
spectrum disorder and parentingfolearn more aboutAngela, and Parenting

Autism (her companyyisit www.parentingautism.org
angela@parentingutism.or
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Do Your Homework!

By. Cheryl Dorfman

We were shocked when our daughter wagghosed withHigh-Functioning
AdzG A aYk! aLISNESND&a ¢KSYy aKS gl a n oy
But she had a hard time socializing with her pe&bke also had tantrums ove
G KA y 3a UKl R dvényiviein thél ver& v@minigor. & the haze
GK24S FA N:éu RFea | FGSNJ RAlF3Iy2araz
to proceed.

My husband and | quickly learned that we had to advocateoiar daughter.
First, we had to ensure that she would get adequate services from both
school district and the Regional Center. We hired a professional advocate to
us obtain the services from the school district. Hiring an advocate is pricey
worth it! She knows the laws and types of services much better than we
would! She was definitely worth every penny.

P FGSNI 3SGaAy3 0O00OSaa G2 GKS aSNBAC
to get the best practitioners to work with our daughteéPeople had warned us
that you can get services, but that they can be seemtd. It is surprising how
fAGGES AyF2NNIGA2y SEA&GE 2y GKS
went with people and agencies that came highly recommended.

We also obS NWSR (GKSY (2 YIS &adaNB GKS
uncommon for us to initially not like a behaviorist because we thought they w
playing with our daughter to the exclusion of having her play with other k
However, after discussing our concsrwith them, we learned they were takin
a few days to build a relationship so that our daughter would listen to tt
prompts. Sure enough, after a few days, they would start providing prompt
get our daughter to interact with the other kids. Becausk aur amazing
providers, our daughter has made fabulous progress over the last year or
R2y Qi o0StAS@®S GKAA ¢g2dAd R KI @S KI LI

Lastly, | had to find a way to deal with my stress. So, | started to blog a
raising an dorable girl who has Higffunctioning Azl A & Yk ! & LIS N.
blogging to be fun and amazingly therapeutichas been rewarding toojust
recently,{ OK2f I aGA 0Q&a a&t I NBayhéd me §sR finalistAntthRi
Special Needs category in their blogging contest!

Cheryl Dorfman ithe author of the internet blogh [ A G G f S Thdblog °
celebrateghe uniqueness and strengths kidswith High Functioning Autisn
and Aspergers It can be found atvww.littlebitquirky.blogspot.com
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The Home Link

Autism Product Spotllght

AREVA MARTIN.ESQ

The

Everydlé"y

for \uur Autistic Ch\ld

In The Everyday Advocate: How to Stand Up for
Your Autistic ChiJdAvera Martin, Esg. provides
vital and Eelevant stepby-step instructions to
parents for advocating for their child. The book
offers practical information and lists websites
and organizations that are helpful to parents. It
is a great resource for parents of children with

autism and related spmal reeds.

o~

Clipboards are a perfect additicto any data
collection system. They are lightweight,
portable and sturdy. Color coding them can
help to take organization a step furtherFind
them on Page 7 othe products section of

AtAAY/ £ AaANR2YP02Y Q4
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Tips

REAL CLASSROOMS

happen to be in the toileting area

TOYS !
TOYS !
TOYS |

http://www.discoverytoyslink.co

¢Clip boards can be hung in the area
that data collection is needed. These

m/esuite/home/bridgetpinkney

Jlea~

landsca
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" Better playgrounds. |

Better world.™
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www.playlsi.com

Administrator Tips

3 Things tdookfor in the
autism classrooms in the
buildingé

1. Distracting @pliancesare covered,
removed or out of reach

2. A "downtime bin" filled with small
items that students canse during
transitions, after aractivity, or while
waiting for an activity to begin.

3. A structured mormig arrival routine.
Perhgs classroom teams can create

f | NESmitly dorkd A t6 éseas the
first activity of the day. Students can u
the itemsas they wait for their peers to
get off of the bus.

ParaLINP FSaarzyl f Qa

Tip of the Mon

Give the child with extremt
sensory processing problems
warning that you will btouching
them (even to hugpat on the
backor help with haml-overhand
writing), making a louc
sound,wearing strong perfume
etc. This will give them time t
prepare and adjust to the senso
input, which may be bothersom
to them. Also, place him or he
at the back or front of the line
to remove the possiblanxiety or
fear ofhaving peers touchim or
herwhile they are walking in
line.

[ 2

Echolaliais the repetition of sounds, phrases, and words made by another pers
song or movie. Echolalia can be preserinilividuals with autism.Sometimes the
individualmay repeat words or phrases immediately heard or heard at a previo

time. C2NJ SEI YLX S=

82dz YAIKG &l &

al AToW

help a child with Echolalia state his/her name when asked "What is your name
try using a visual cueacd with his/herpicture andname written a it. When you
say "What is your nam@," hold up the name card immediately while statitingir
name.Simultaneouslyprompt him/herto say it.Try this several timeshen slowly

fade the visual card prompt

LeadershiBkills

Objectivity

Beingobj ecti ve is a very important ¢
mustbe able to see things aneportthings froma nonbiased point of view.
Objectivity when it comes toeportingstudentehaviorscan be demonstrated
by charting the eact behavior that occuesd its frequency. For example,
instead of thing a principal or parent that Safattacked a peérstate it
objectively by saying exactly whatcurrediiSam was stating in linewhen he
began aying, yelling &stopandhitting a peerif’e times in a rovd@ Another
example might be if a studeappearsad Instead of sayingSuewas sad
today0 say fiSueappearedsad today because she kbpr head on the desk
and had tears in her ey@s.
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BABYSITTINGPEfor
Watching Children
with Autism

By: The Autism Sitter

1.

Try teaching self help skills such as
drinking from a cuputside during the
summemonths Use watera that if it
spillsit canbe easily cleaned up.

Water tables make great play time
activities. If you dof have one just us
a large container or bowl, take it outsic
and havedn!
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Please fill out this form then, fax
it, mail it, or email the

Order Form

information to:
AutismClassroom.com

P.O. Box 3234

Catonsile, Maryland 21228
Fax: 4438301308
Emailautismchatboard@aol.com
Order online:
www.autismclassroom.com
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School Purchase Orders Welcomed!

Special discount$ahool systenpurchase orders
placed beforely@sh. 10% off of tHest pricper
book!!! Buy one for each member of the team.

&

Autism

S. B. LINTON

Osfwe¢{Qzocooks} }{<qg}{»¢
How to Set Up a Classroom for Studen ts with A utism

How to Set Up a Work Area at Home for a Child with

\
AUTISM

CLASSROOM.COM

OW TO SET Ul A CLASSROOM
s
NTS WITH AUTISM

Company)
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BILL To(Please PRINT) SHIPTO: (Please PRINT)
Name Name
Title Title
Organization Organization
Address Address
City City
State Zip State Zip
Phone Fax Phone Fax
Name of ltem-Description Quantity Unit Price Total Price
How to Set Up a Classroom for Students with Autism: A Manual for
Teachers, Para-professionals and Administrators list price $20.95
How to Set Up a Work Area at Home for a Child with Autism: A Ma nual for
Parents, Families, and In-Home Support Providers list price $12.95
PAYMENTETHOD *Shippingo the Subtotal
. tinental U.S.:
__Authorized Purchase Order # coninenta
___PayPafContact us autismchatboard@aol.com) 'L G2 ppnX Shipping*
Visa $50p N1 XX P DX
_ $500b Mp 1 N X DA
—N.IaStercard $1506bH AN N DD
__Discover hGSNI PHE n
Card # *Shipping to AK & Hl call TOTAL
Expiration Date or email for a freight
/' FNR 1 2f RSNDR& bl YS ot NAay| | quoe
Signature
Check or Money Order (enclosed) payable to
G! dziAay/ fl aaNe2YPO2Yé o Thank you!
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Consultation Station

Consulation Station

(A close look at a classroom issue, student concern or educator's question, followed by recommendations and strategies

A Look InsideOf A Classrom:

An IntensiveSupportKindergarten classroom of students with autisifheclassroomhas sixstudentsand 3 adults.The
students concluded the opening activity and were directed to go to the transitieawhich had a small seat for each student
Some students went on their owmhile others needed multiple prompts. The students were directed to change their
individual schedules to reflect that they had §hedeatingbreakfast andconductingopening and were now moving &
readinglesson After sitting in thetransitionarea for about 2 minutes, they were told & & { | ¥ With idedtion that they
would go to the table. Individual directions to go to the table were gieespime students. Some students walked to the
readingtable on their ownwhile others needed to be promptedt KS (S OKSNJ Of I LILJSR KSNJ KIFyRa (23
reading. Guess what wae going got talk about todag2sshe showedhem a large red container with plastic fraibd
vegetablesnside. The students were allowed to pick outpdastic vegetable or fruit out dhe container. As each student
picked their fruit or veggie, theteabhNJ f I 6 St SR (i KSudehtjihdsva (faikor iedgié)She Thentasked one
student,d 2 KI (| dRXI &EKZé¢ Ay VRERRENNBALRYASAFNRY KAYOD bSE
F22R¢é¢ YR (2RFe (KSe g2dd R GFf1 Foz2dzi F Y2dzAaS K2 f
story was done.
The teacher introduced the story by readlin 1 KS G A ( fL8ncl@d (KSa02R8$ NS RpidureS a02NBI 3
related to the items mentioned in the book. The materials not being uséukatime were placed behind her. i¢ture icons
were inside the book attached to each page. The teacher encouragebal gtudent to use words instead of touching the
picture. At this time, two students were turned in their chmand looking oubf the window The teacher asked classroom
team memberfor the blind to be lowered. It was. One student reached out t@tihe teacher. The staff menber behind
him intervened andnterrupted/stoppedhim. Next,one student was asked to show the teacher a carrot, by pointing to the
picture iconwhile she showed the plast@arrot. She then reviewed whéte mouseate againby turning to he first pag@ and
AY RA OHelnte y @ RINE (i ® 2 K2 Kstugentd neeQdd hiRtch khgictutecBngto the picture in the book.
This ontinued forall studentsto getaturnd b 2 ¢ &2dz Idz2a 3ISG G2 YideWwsat féod yirNbatas y o a1 S
Lldzi Ay @2dzNJ ol aisSiaé GKS S Opdpetkuioytzasketdnd giue Fhesudedtd werk diractedzRSy i 6 |
to directed to put the gle on the basket to prepare ior the food they would later place on top. Students were clied to
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GLI G LI G tadawwes B8R GSENBYS 6KIG FT22R &2dz ¢l yi kistal@2dzNJ ol &
topic board and students were expected to point to fieture of the item they wantedr verbally ask for the iterand were
given a construction paper cut out of the item.

At this time, one student was moved from one seat to standing in front of the tea@éne horseshoe shaped table)
The reason for this was unclear. Staffwomed to help the student t@ompletethe work task After several minutesthe
dGdzRSyGa ¢ SNB (baskei hareCatrgak far oz vadt@tdzatruit? Who wants to eat grapes or
watermelonZ Thestudents were shown the actual fruit. Each student was asked individually. At this time, one student was
sent to the bathroom. One staff went with him. One student stood up. He wagatirersit down then asked what he
would like to try. The student standing in front of the teacher remained in that spot, still standing in front of therteagh
reshufiing of seats was provided aitempt to redirect studentfocus. Nextthe student returring from the bathroom was
given his chance to make a choice. Coévdswith grapes andvatermelon on them were provided. Students continued
making choices fthe food itemthey wanted. Staffnemberswere askedvhat they wanted so that they coulgrovide a
modelof how to responl. Next, the teachestood up andeviewed the fruitsand vegetableshey talked about in the story.
She then transitioned bt G I G A y 3 finigh8d. TRvie yoRtenteras

Autism Classroontom Response There are various strategies to try to use witl classroom fostudentswith
autism. Each child is an individual and will not respond to every method tried, however, here are some sugdastshsn
the above observation

1.

Regardingransitions before the transition is announced, have all staff prepare to have students follow through on
the direction by providing mogb-least pompting during transitions.Since some of thetudentsdid not trarsition

to the correct placeThe staff will provided physical promgtsandholding)first to ensure that the students are
successful with going to the next area. The physical prompts should be faded at a much later time.

One studentappears to have a target behavior of hitting at othefée classroomteam should examine the true
function of this behavior and provide some interventions. It will be good to find out exactlyamth when and how
many timegthe studentis hitting. If it is for attention, aa staff membementioned it might bethe classroom team
gAft ySSR G2 LWily G2 GSIFOK KAY Iy I GSNY hisbehaibdvilF dzy OG A 2 y I
need tobe tracked using a data sheet.

The lesson waslandson lesson with tangible objes, PCS and a colorful story. The lesson had a warmhich
allowed the students to see what they would be learning about. It alscatoed several vocabulary wordgms

that students were encouraged to &w. Individualization was notkas, one studnt who is verbal, was encouraged
to use wordsand nonverbal students participated vike use of picturecons.

Although the students appeardd understand the directionto glue the paper fruit oto the paperbasket, it would
have be@ good to see a model of the task provided befaohe students were given their papers. This way you
g2dd R KI S LINPGARSR a3dZARSR LINI OiAOSé 6STF2NB GKS aAiAyRSLIS
lesson, but would be a good habit to get into for those times when the activity iSméve students. Having your
model, may help then to successfully complete thask.

Think about whahabitsyou want students to develop as they continue through the school year. For example,
NFAaAy3a | KIYyRI Ay RApagers to shar friends araftelzNidfisteadhefsRvarit thefstudentsd

to develop. Whatevehabityou want to teach, began shaping them into your lessons each day. That way, over
time, they will become natural to the students. An example frtws tesson could have be to emphasize the
conceptofdt dzii 2y é 2NJ GNI AaS &2dzNJ KFYyR AT &2dz gl yd | §dzNY dé
It was unclear why the one studemtas standing up during most of the lesson. It appeared that this was an
unnecessary distraction and he was noteato really participate in the lesson the same as the others since he had
his back to yoand was standing in front of youSomeideas for various interventions to that situatioreed to be
brainstormed

Be aware ofhe location of the students while the book is being read. One studeno satto the right, wasnot

able to see the book for a small portion of the stoBe sure to show the book to all students equitably.

Unless a student is at risk of having an accident, try to hold trips to the bathroom until the lesson iScedule a
bathroom break as part dhe daily schedule if needed.
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