
 

 

   Pastoral Ponderings 
Dear Friends, 
  Baltimore sports have certainly been interesting recently. Both the Ravens and the Orioles are making headlines. Un-
fortunately, both seem to be making headlines because of their failures as opposed to their success. The Ravens man-
aged to lose their 25th game (or something like that) to the Miami Dolphins who had not beaten anybody all season.  
The Orioles traded an All-Star player for a bunch of unknowns in hopes of improving their record next year. Then, a 
number of current and former Orioles found themselves named in a report about illegal steroids. I wish I could tell you 
what it all means, but I really don’t know.  
  Sometimes, when I’m stuck like this I pick a Bible verse at random for inspiration. Actually, there are a number of 
websites that provide this service, but most only do so in the King James Version of the Bible. I guess, New Revised 
Standard Bible readers just don’t create the demand for this kind of thing. Some of the sites actually are not really ran-
dom, so you have to be careful. They give verses randomly from a pre-selected list of verses the site creators think are 
appropriate for this practice. But, as best I can tell www.randombible.com is truly random and covers the whole Bible.  
So here is what I got when I tried it, “And he gathered unto him the children of Ammon and Amalek, and went and 
smote Israel, and possessed the city of palm trees." - Judges 3:13  Well, there you go!  Perhaps if the Ravens had 
read this verse before they played Miami, things would have turned out differently.  
  So, in the coming year, if you get stuck and need a direction or answer, try checking out the Bible. You never know 
what God may have in store.   
                       Peace, 
                       Tom 
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New Year's Prayer 
 

Gracious Heavenly Father, I thank You for giving me this New Year. 

May it be a time of grace for me, a time to grow in faith and love,   

a time to renew my commitment to following Your Son, Jesus. 

 Grant that my mind may focus on heavenly priorities:  

loving You and my neighbor. 

Help me to walk in humility - serving You, loving You,  

pleasing You and giving You glory and honor  

each and every day of this New Year. 

Give me eyes to see and a heart to do Your will  

and acknowledge You in everything and for everything. Amen. 
          

                                                                                    Rev. Albert Isteero 
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Opportunity 

 
What if you were denied a home because you were a woman, because you had a child, or because your skin was dark? Such 
treatment is both illegal and unfair, but it occurs every day. Baltimore Neighborhoods, Inc. (BNI) is a 48-year-old civil 
rights agency dedicated to fighting discrimination in housing. BNI serves all of Central Maryland and beyond. Willing vol-
unteers are needed to help in the fight for fair housing. If you are interested in this worthwhile effort, please contact BNI’s 
fair housing office at 410-243-4400 or www.bni-maryland.org. Volunteer “testers” are carefully trained and are paid a small  
 

 
Letters  -  Thanks: 

           Giving and Receiving 
  
To Bellringer Contributors, 
 
A sincere Thank You to those who have helped with the 
Bellringer this past year: those who have proofread, sub-
mitted articles, shared stories, written monthly articles—
Tales From the Crypts, book reviews, ministry area up-
dates and assembled the newsletter for mailing. 
 
     Sincerely, 
         Joyce Kruse 
 

Communion Offering for January 
 

Christmas Joy Offering 
 

The Christmas Joy Offering dates back to the 1930s.  Fifty 
percent of the receipts to the Christmas Joy Offering are 
distributed to the Board of Pensions for assistance pro-
grams that provide support to retired and active church 
workers and their spouses and families. The other fifty per-
cent supports Presbyterian-related racial ethnic education 
through the General Assembly Council. 

 
Notes from the Choir Loft 

 
Two words are entering the English Miao language spoken 
in the home of the Kitty Kouncil of Greater Baltimore 
(KLGB), the beautiful family of little, fur-coated people who 
allow me to live with them as long as I pay all the bills, feed 
them, and provide complete medical coverage. The new 
words are: Apurrogy and Apurrciation. One shows  
appurrciiation for something by purring loudly when some-
one has done something really nice. Whenever I practice 
piano at home, I am inevitably surrounded by the double - 
KGB who shows their apurrciation by getting as close as 
they can and offering up a joint purr that strongly resembles 
Buddhist monks chanting.  
 
An apurrogy, on the other hand, is usually something that I 
do when I oversleep, or work late, or do anything that inter-
feres with the regular feeding schedule in our mostly pea-
cable kingdom. Also, when I trip over, or step on the tail of 
one of the little ones, an apurrogy is in order. I pick up the 
offended purrity, gently caress him/her/it, and do truly and 
earnestly repent for my thoughtless, slovenly act. When the 
little purrson starts to chant like a Buddhist monk, I know 
that my apurrogy has been accepted and that I am fur-
given. 
 
I truly appreciate working at Govans, and wish all of you a 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.  
 
      Clinton Adams 

 

Member of Govans - Joe Hamilton 
 

Joyce and I sat down with Joe Hamilton on a recent after-
noon for a cup of coffee and conversation. 
 
Joe Hamilton was born and raised in Chicago.  He grew up 
with four brothers and sisters and attended Loras College 
majoring in Accounting.  He graduated in 3 years by taking 
summer courses in Chicago. His biggest regret is that he 
rushed his education and only studied what was necessary 
and did not take the time to 
learn more when he had the 
opportunity.  
 
The draft was still in effect at 
the end of the Korean War so 
he enlisted in the Marine Re-
serves.  This was also the time 
when the Federal government 
switched to double entry ac-
counting. So, the Marine 
Corps put Joe’s accounting 
background to use in Washington where he corrected les-
sons on correspondence accounting courses and wrote a 
manual on double entry accounting.  After active duty was 
completed, the Marine Corps retained Joe as a consultant 
for the fee of $75 per month. 
 
After the Marines, Joe joined UNIVAC and sold computers, 
primarily to banks in the Maryland area.   He met his wife, 
Carol, at Maryland National Bank while working for UNI-
VAC. After an unsuccessful wholesale food business, Joe 
returned to computers with Burroughs. Later, he started an-
other venture, Profit Programming, an enterprise that con-
tinues to this day. 
 
The Hamiltons started attending Govans in 1983, first 
through the after-school Kids Club organized by Beth Bry-
ant.  They have been active in Mariners and the general life 
of the church ever since. 
 
Joe’s hobbies are sailing and travel. He and Carol rented a 
37-foot sailboat in the summers and sailed around the 
Chesapeake Bay area. His love of travel began when his 
children gave the Carol and Joe tickets to Paris.  
 
For 40 years Carol and family has been the center of Joe’s 
life. His love for Carol has been a motivator for him. Now 
Carol is caregiver, and his relationship has grown stronger 
than ever. Joe, who has been fighting cancer, is deter-
mined: “Never give up and you will succeed.” He and Carol 
hope to go to France in the Spring. 
 
Joe thanks his many friends at Govans for their support.  
     
  Ted & Joyce Kruse 
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Can you find the bird in this month’s Bellringer? 
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  The Exceptional Calendar 
 

Exceptions to regularly scheduled events: 
 
1/10:   Govans Epiphany Revival:  Saturday, Jan. 10th, 
at 6:45 a.m.  See details below. 
 
1/11:  LGBT Coffee House:  All LGBT people are invited 
to an LGBT Coffee House on Friday, January 11th from  
7-9 p.m. This is an informal time of socializing in a safe 
and supportive environment.  
 
1/13:  Baptism of the Lord Sunday: January 13th is Bap-
tism of the Lord Sunday when we remember the Baptism 
of Jesus and reflect on the meaning of that Sacrament. We 
will all be participating in a service to Remember the Bap-
tismal Covenant which includes a communal congregation 
sprinkling.  This is not a re-baptism, it just a way to cele-
brate the Sacrament.  
 
 

Govans Epiphany Revival 
 

  Join us for worship at sunrise! 
                           

      Saturday, January 10, 2009 
6:45 a.m.-12 p.m. 

 
There will be a candlelight service with singing and prayer.  
This will be followed by a family style hot breakfast. 

 
After breakfast, we will work in groups to discuss, brain-
storm, and create a purpose statement  for Govans. 
 

What is our purpose as a  church?  
What role do we play in the community?   
Whom do we serve?   
 

Everyone’s ideas are encouraged and welcome! 
 
          

 

Come to the Cabaret! 
 

There will be a Cabaret Fundraiser to benefit That All 
May Freely Serve: Baltimore on Saturday, February 7, 
2009.  
 
The Cabaret will be in the Sharp Hall of Govans Presbyte-
rian Church, 5828 York Road, Baltimore, MD. The doors 
open at 6:30 p.m. with wine and hors d'oeuvres 
(babysitting provided) and guitar music by Erick Figueroa.  
 
The show begins at 7:30 p.m. with an impressive line up of 
entertainers from among several Presbyterian Churches - 
including Govans' own Barbara Kemp and perhaps 

 
others. One admission $25; One admission with recogni-
tion $35; Patron package (Recognition and 4 tickets) $80. 
For more ticket information contact Carol Graves at  
410-366-4662 or graves.c@verizon.net. Also Charles 
Forbes, Paul Robie, and Alice Read have tickets to sell. 
 

 
Pilgrimage of Trust  

Making Room for Wholeness  
 

The community of brothers from Taizé France is known for 
their contemplative sung prayer, commitment to simplicity 
of heart and the building of trust. The community is a 
“parable of community” that wants its life to be a sign of 
reconciliation between divided Christians and between 
separated peoples. Community members have traveled to 
cities around the world to pray and be with thousands of 
people in an effort to break down barriers that hold us as 
fragmented parts of one body. Brother John of the Taizé 
Community will be traveling to Baltimore to lead us in 
prayer, Bible study and discussion February 27 & 28, 
2009. This is a wonderful opportunity for our city to lead 
the way to wholeness and peace. 
  
Please consider joining us during these two days or even 
joining us on the pilgrimage of preparation. The next plan-
ning meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 6th @ 6:30 
p.m. at St. Mary's of the Assumption. The weekend of ac-
tivities will also be held at St. Mary's of the Assumption just 
a few blocks from our church. Cost is $10 for all activities. 
If you are interested in exploring this type of worship and 
spiritual development feel free to contact Myra Brosius or 
Bonnie Thomson. All are welcome. 
 
 
 

Options 
Between the Services 
10:15 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. 

 
(Tentative Schedule) 

 
Jan. 4, 11, 18 & 25 -Sermon Starters Bibles Study:  
Come discuss the sermon passages for the coming weeks 
in the 2nd floor classroom to the left of the staircase (each 
Sunday in Jan.) 
 

0r 
 

Jan. 4 & 11- Stress Reduction through relaxation tech-
niques from mind/ body medicine by Deb Baer.  
Jan 18 & 25- Haiti. 1st week presenting video by Joyce 
and Jane, and the 2nd a presentation on Haiti's culture 
and history. (Carol McAfee & Julie McDill).  
 
Held in Sharp Hall. 
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Arrtondra  - Office Administrator 

 
              Tom asked that everyone on the church staff submit something for 
the Bellringer. I was hesitant because I’m only here for a short while longer 
and I wasn’t sure if enough people would even know who I am or what I do for 
the church. This role as Church Secretary/Office Administrator has been a 
large one to fill as it requires not only technical computer skills, people skills, 
and most importantly having heart.  
           In the time I’ve been here I’ve been touched in so many ways be the 
people from the congregation whom I’ve come in contact with. I don’t know 
how I could ever really thank everyone that has helped to make this job eas-
ier. I’m talking about people like Betsy Toland who comes in behind the 
scenes to volunteer time to assist in proofreading the Sunday Bulletins, or 
Pastor Tom who is a dynamic and patient leader, or even Pam Ferguson and 
Donna North who have given their time and advice in helping me make the 
behind-the-scenes magic work. These are all good people and the spotlight 
should ultimately belong to them. I have a specific set of skills that help me do 
the job, but without these great people and the host of others that have come 
into my life since I started here, this job would be like all the others I’ve held, 
stressful and unrewarding. I truly feel blessed to have come to the Govans 
Family.  
           By trade I am an Office Administrator, but my passion is photography, 
a skill I’ve inherited from my grandmother and grandfather, who were both 
photographers. When I was younger I used to assist my grandmother in the 
dark room and studio. As I got older, I began to follow in her other creative 
footsteps as an artist. During my high school years, I used my talent to assist 
with the promotion of school functions by illustrating posters and other event 
media. Today, I’ve returned to my roots in photography, utilizing the latest digi-
tal camera equipment. In the next few months, I will be giving a benefit show-
ing of my work. In the meantime, people can see my work at www.flickr.com/
photos/projectart69. Enjoy! 
 

 
Lectionary Readings for January 2009 
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1/1               Stephanie Frantz 

                    Jane Owoh 

1/2               Deborah Baer 

                    Jenny Mauric 

1/3               Anthony Carota 

1/5               Ryan Busick 

1/6               Wayne White 

1/11             Lydia Field 

1/12             Lisa Beacham 

                    Justin Conrad 

1/13             Daphne Sugiuchi 

1/15             Grace Venable 

1/20             Julien Colvin 

                    Nicholas Zito 

1/24             Evan Bush 

                    Geneva Flores 

1/26             Maura Pannebecker 

1/27             Addison Branson 

                    Becky Bryant 

                    Caitlin McElfatrick 

1/28             Elizabeth Baer 

1/30             Katherine Field 

                    Bryan Sharp 

                    Jessica Wilson 

1/31             Julie McDill 

 

If you want your birthday listed in 

the Bellringer, please contact the 

church office. Thanks! 

 

January 4  
(2nd Sunday After Christmas)  
Jeremiah 31:7-14  
Psalm 147:12-20  
Ephesians 1:3-14  
John 1:(1-9) 10-18  
 
January 6  
(Epiphany of the Lord)  
Isaiah 60:1-6  
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14  
Ephesians 3:1-12  
Matthew 2:1-12  
 
January 11  
(Baptism of the Lord)  
Genesis 1:1-5  
Psalm 29:1-11  
Acts 19:1-7  
Mark 1:4-11  

 
 
January 18  
(2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time)  
1 Samuel 3:1-10 (11-20)  
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18  
1 Corinthians 6:12-20  
John 1:43-51  
 

January 25  
(3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time)  
Jonah 3:1-5, 10  
Psalm 62:5-12  
1 Corinthians 7:29-31  
Mark 1:14-20  



Help Wanted – Position Descriptions 
Second Service 

 
Liturgist – Responsible for readings and worship leadership assigned by the Pastor during the service. The Pastor will 
give the Liturgist readings and directions in the middle of the week before the assigned Sunday.               
 
Lead Liturgists – Responsible for scheduling the Liturgists. The schedule should not be done more than about one 
month ahead. This allows the opportunity for newer members and friends to be recruited. The Lead Liturgist should 
make an effort to schedule and recruit a variety of people that reflect the diversity of Govans membership including 
gender, age and race as well as newer and long time Govans members and friends.   
 
Ushers – In addition to all the duties described in the Usher’s Notebook located in the back of the Sanctuary, the Sec-
ond Service Ushers should recruit two assistant ushers each Sunday morning to take up the collection. The assistant 
ushers should be selected from youth and newer members.   
 
Head Ushers  – Responsible for scheduling and training two ushers for the Second Service. The Head Ushers should 
make an effort to schedule and recruit a variety of people who reflect the diversity of Govans membership including 
gender, age and race as well as newer and long time Govans members and friends.   
 
Communion Servers – Responsible for serving communion on the assigned Sundays and cleaning and putting away 
the communion elements after worship.      
 
Communion Coordinators  – Responsible for creating a schedule of Communion Servers from a list of elders and 
members approved by the Session. Also responsible for sending reminders to those assigned the week before the ser-
vice and scheduling recruiting replacements if someone has a conflict.      
 
DVD  Producers – Responsible for filming the worship service and producing DVDs.  
 
DVD Production Coordinators -  Responsible for recruiting and scheduling the volunteers to operate the camera and 
produce DVDs.  
 
Worship Coordinators - Responsible for overseeing all the volunteer coordinators for the second service and recruit-
ing and training new coordinators when positions become open. The Worship Coordinators should also attend the Wor-
ship and Spirituality Ministry meetings.                 
 

First Service 
 

Ushers – Responsible for the duties described in the Usher’s notebook located at the back of the Sanctuary.                
             
Head Ushers – Responsible for recruiting, scheduling and training ushers for the First Service. The Head Ushers 
should make an effort to schedule and recruit a variety of people who reflect the diversity of Govans membership in-
cluding gender, age and race as well as newer and long time Govans members and friends.     
 
Communion Servers – Responsible for serving Communion during the First Service.    
 
Communion Preparers – Responsible for preparing Communion for the first service and cleaning up and preparing for 
the second service.                      
 
Communion Coordinators – Responsible for creating a schedule of Communion Servers from a list of elders and 
members approved by the Session. Also responsible for sending reminders to those assigned the week before the ser-
vice and scheduling recruiting replacements if someone has a conflict. Also responsible for recruiting and training Com-
munion Preparers.      
 
Projectionists – Responsible for setting up the laptop and projector before the First Service, running the Powerpoint 
slides during the service and putting the equipment away after the service.                             
 
Lead Projectionists – Responsible for recruiting, training and scheduling the First Service Projectionist with a special 
emphasis on recruiting youth.            

The Bellringer . Govans Presbyterian Church Newsletter 
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Second Service  

 
Lead Liturgists: Lindell Smith 
 
Lead Liturgist Support: Help Wanted 
 
Head Usher: Jon Morgan 
 
Head Usher Support: Help Wanted  
 
Communion Coordinator: Help Wanted 
 
Communion Coordinator Support: Help Wanted 
 
DVD Production Coordinator: Help Wanted 
 
 DVD Production Coordinator Support: Help Wanted 
 
Worship Coordinator: Help Wanted 
 
Worship Coordinator Support: Help Wanted        
 

 
   Both Services 

 
Fellowship Hour Coordinator: Dickens Warfield 

 
Fellowship Hour Coordinator Support: Help Wanted 

 
 
 

 
First Service 

 
Head Usher: Help Wanted 
 
Head Usher Support: Help Wanted 
 
Communion Preparers: Jeananne Stine 
 
Communion Preparers: Sylvia Usher   
            
Communion Coordinator: Help Wanted 
 
Communion Coordinator Support: Help Wanted     
            
Lead Projectionists: Jane Page 
 
Lead Projectionist Support: Help Wanted      
      
DVD Production Coordinator: Help Wanted 
 
DVD Production Coordinator Support: Help Wanted 
 
Lead Sound Board Operator: Help Wanted 
 
Lead Sound Board Operator Support: Help Wanted 
 
Worship Coordinator: Help Wanted 
 
Worship Coordinator Support: Help Wanted  
 

 
 

 

DVD Producers – Responsible for filming the worship service and producing DVDs.                  
 
DVD Production Coordinators – Responsible for recruiting and scheduling the volunteers to operate the camera 
and produce DVDs.    
 
Sound Board Operators – Operate the sound board during the service.  
 
Lead Sound Board Operators – Recruit and Schedule people to operate the sound board.   
 
Worship Coordinator – Responsible for overseeing all the volunteer coordinators including for the first service and 
recruiting and training new coordinators when positions become open. The Worship Coordinator should also attend 
the Worship and Spirituality Ministry Area meetings once a month.          
 

Both Services 
 

Fellowship Hour Coordinator – Responsible for scheduling people to prepare and clean up the Fellowship Hour af-
ter the First Service and after the Second Service. 

Help Wanted - Leadership Openings 
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Ministry Areas and Meeting Times 
 

Every Ministry Area is in need of committed volunteers!! 
 
Worship and Spirituality Ministry Area:   
This area is concerned with and supports all aspects of worship, spiritual growth and the spiritual well-being of the con-
gregation and our members.  It supports worship services and communion, the music life of the church, and is also con-
cerned with spiritual enrichment of individuals through such activities as retreats, small-group and prayer ministries, Bible 
study, the labyrinth, and other paths to assist individuals in their relationship with God. 
 
Facilities Ministry Area:  
This ministry provides for the maintenance and care of the church buildings, grounds, and cemetery, including the over-
sight and management functions of staff and contractors.  
 
Stewardship and Finance Ministry Area:  
This ministry is concerned with all aspects of fund-raising and management of financial resources for the church.  It coor-
dinates the preparation and administration of the annual budget, supports the annual stewardship campaign and coordi-
nates other fund-raising activities, supervises investments, and oversees the financial affairs of the church. 
 
Administration and Personnel:  
This area includes the development and administration of personnel policies and procedures for employees, insurance 
programs, office and records management. 
 
 Children and Youth Ministry Area:  
The development and spiritual enrichment of our children and youth, and the support of parents by assisting in the devel-
opment of their children, through a variety of church activities is the purpose of this ministry area.  
 
Adults Ministry Area 
The purpose of this ministry is to support and enhance activities and programs for adults, including fellowship and edu-
cational programs. 
 
Mission and Social Justice:  
This area plans, supports and coordinates the congregation’s ministry to the community and the world.  It will administer 
the Benevolence/ Mission Budget.    
 
Congregational Growth and Outreach:   
New members are essential to the life of the church, not only to spread the gospel and increase the effectiveness of our 
overall mission, but to continually inject new energy and perspectives into the body.  This ministry focuses on outreach to 
the community, to seek and welcome potential new members to our church. 
 
Congregational Support, Development and Care:  
This area tends to the care, compassion and support of members of the congregation, and to the welcoming and assimi-
lation of new members into the fellowship of the church. It is helps with the development of congregational leadership. 
 
Communications Ministry Area: 
This ministry is concerned with providing information about the church and its activities to the membership and the com-
munity.  It uses established means, and seeks innovative and new means to support the other ministry areas and the 
outreach and growth of the church. 
 
Senior Center Ministry Area:  
“Our senior center”, the Senior Center of Northern Baltimore, provides an important service to seniors of the community 
as well as the church.  This ministry supports the Senior Center, provides members to serve on the Board of Directors of 
the Center, and is concerned with issues that may pertain to seniors of our church as well as the community. 
 
Govans Preschool Ministry Area:  
The Preschool is a very important mission of our church in supporting the community, parents, and as a portal through 
which people learn of and become affiliated with the church.  This mission area supports, coordinates and oversees the 
functioning of the Preschool, associated activities, and parental and staff involvement.  This Ministry Area functions 
through the Preschool Board. 
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~Upcoming Events ~~Upcoming Events ~~Upcoming Events ~~Upcoming Events ~    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
GOVANS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
5828 York Rd. ,  Bal t imore,  MD 21212 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
9:15 A.M. 

CHILDREN AND FAMILY SERVICE 

Contemporary Music with Randy Austin, Jr. 

 

10:10 A.M.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

ADULT EDUCATION 
(Sept. - May) 

 

11 A.M.  

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 

With Organ and Chancel Choir 

Organist & Choir Director:  Clinton Adams 

 

CHILDCARE IS PROVIDED FOR BOTH SERVICES 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME 

 

The Ellen Morriss Memorial Labyrinth 

is open from dawn to dusk daily 

 

W E ’ RE  O N  T HE  W E B  
WWW . G O V ANS P RE S . O RG  

 
Bellringer Staff: 
 
   Joyce Kruse 
   Donna North 
   Jon Morgan 
   Betsy Toland 
   Ted Kruse 
   Scott Sugiuchi 
 


