Land vs. Character

Yesterday we held one of our regular training times in
Switzerland. We were drawn to a new vethis timei the
conference center at the Olten train station. On the surface this
was a logical choice becausés centrally located tthe

national rail system allowing easy access from all over.
However it turned out to be a gift from the King. There were
some spiritual dynamics that surprised us.

A At the end of the day when we did our analysis and
celebration, two things stood outhe first was the remarkable
impact we made on people. The second was the large percenjage
of people who camkatei some as much as half an hour late.
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Both of thesaincharacteristic resultan be traced to the land. &
Olten is an Exhorter city and wasted both the strength and the §&
weakness of the gift.
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Our team was intrigued for quite awhilast nightas towhy the €3
day was so transformationalhe Swiss are known for i t
embracing new ideas slowly, and while we have walked in grea$ ;
favor among themye certainly do experience their desire to
look at something long and hard before implementing.
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This time it was markedly different. Concepts were landing at _u~m.mm-m_ﬁ-mﬁ-.._~
the core for many peopl&here was no push back. People were leaning in and getting

essentl truths.

We wondered what we had accidentally done right to get better than average results so
we set about to reverse engineer the day. The more we talked, the more it looked like it
should have been a weak day, not a strong one.

Ther e waasmaloe st sh afind ri other maetings. Befopleovere

no moreengaged than other events. We had 30% new people which
should have slowed the process down as they tried to comprehend the new
language and concepts. The group was considerably smaller ¢hastth
event. All of these naturéctorsshould have made it a legibrant

event.

As we searched further we realized that we had been blegsed
experiencinghe core dynamic of the Exhorter giftthe landmanifesting
in our lives The Exhorter gives us the missing truth about thenature
of God that causes all the rest of the truth we know to come together
in a more powerful way.




God drew from the land in a magnificent way Saturday to accomplish
that. He hand picked the people who came. We siaq@ised at some
who stayed away and at others who came, but each one was there at f
Godds command. Then God took my
and ideaand customized so that almost everyone there got one or
morecatalytic ideas.

Humanly speakg | did not deliver a highly refined,
carefully planned presentation. But in the hands of God,
He brought out of me tharecise catalytiouggets that
each person needed to take a big leap forwahre is no
way | could have done that in the natuxéth so many people present who
| knew nothing about.

This is the power of the Exhorter gift. | casuallyteach in such a way as to give people
valuable new information but when the Exhorter gift is i S
flowing, the truth is not justew or evervaluable it is A
catalytic. It lands in the midst of what they already have, 4
and makes the truth they know come alive in a
transformational way.

That happened on Saturday. An average group of people.
heard an ordinary message and were disproportionately &
transfamed by it because it went through the filter of the
Exhortergift in the land.

Ya gotta love it! The King is so generous to us.

(6$\ * /é?y) On the down side, the undeveloped Exhorter is
\\ £/ known for not maintaining right priorities.
Therefore, their good intewins get derailed by

adding one more good thing to their schedule when
there is no longr plasticity in the calendar. As a
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The Swiss in general are not late. And the
Sapphire events in Switzerland amere marked

by people arriving an hour early so they can enjoy
good company. It was hugely uncharacteristic to
see so many people conage, and many of them
very late.

4 ‘\
('Q?/ \$9) We would again attribute this to the land, this time

in its negative expression.




Clearly, few people present knew the redemptive gift of the land prior to
coming, and therefore they were not able to make an intentional effort to
appropriate the virtue in the land or to avoid the negative forces.

Does that mean we agenerallyat the merg of the defilemenbnthe land when
we dondét know the spwehavkwusdsdd dynamics of t

No! Not at all. Here is where character makes the difference. In this religious
season where anointing, power apititualexperienceare the operative terms,
there is still room for yesterdésyold standby:godly character.

Each of us should be consciously working on our character at least twiasdas
as we are pursuing the three favorites of this season.

The bottom line is, a LOT gqdeopledid showup at the workshop on time.
Their high character caused them to be unaffected by the negative force of the
land, while they still benefitted from the virtue in the land.

This is a wonderful, winning combination.

You will never know # of the spiritual dynamics

of all the land you go to. Through the hand of

God you can receive treasures everywhere you go,
whether you knowthe gift or not. And if you are
walking in high character, all but the most defiled
land should be incapable lofirting you.

Character :todactfidrlcéd hien fitglbe i ndi vi dual Chr
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