HEARTLAND CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

Hermeneutics—“Grasping God’s Word”

Course Syllabus

Term:
Fall 2007

I.  Faculty Information:

Instructor:  Larry Gray


Phone:  712-322-5817







Email:  hcsathletics@hotmail.com






Best time to reach: M-F 10a—11am

II.  Course Information:

Course Grade:

9th—12th Grade

Course Description:

This course is designed to read, read and re-read the Bible to get a better understanding of the message the Holy Spirit has for our lives.  We will take an interpretive journey that will consist of the historical cultural context of a passage and understand what it means for us now.  This course is designed to bring scripture to life and to limit the misinterpretations of the authors’ intent.

Course Length:

1 Semester

Class Time:

1st hour—8:10am—9:00am Tue.-fri.

Course Text Book:

“Grasping God’s Word” 2nd Edition by J. Scott Duvall & J. Daniel Hays

This book will not be given out to students, but worksheets compatible with this book will be handed out weekly.

Course Objectives

I. How to read the Bible—Basic Tools

II. Contexts—Now and Then

III. Meaning and application

IV. Interpretive Journey—The New Testament

V. Interpretive Journey—The Old Testament

III.  Classroom Practices and Procedures:

Attendance Requirements:

Attendance is vital to this course.  Remember that this is a 50 minute class so there will be a lot of material coverage during class times and also remember that this class is on Tues. through Thur. only so numerous absences could result in the making up of a lot of work.  You, the student, are required to get your make up work from fellow students or myself.   If you are absent get updates on worksheets and/or notes from a fellow student.

Standards for Written Work:

All homework must be done in legible handwriting.  If I or another grader cannot read your answers they will be counted wrong.    All worksheets can be done in ink, however scratched out answers will not be accepted.  There are a lot of markings that you will be charting on worksheets so please take that into mind
Late Papers and Assignments:

To receive full credit all assignments must be completed and turned in on due date.  For work that is not completed students will be able to set up a reasonable turn in time to receive a majority of the credit.  If this date is not met 50 points will be deducted.   If the new date is not met a 0 will be given for the assignment.

· If late work becomes a persistent problem I reserve the right change or alter this policy.

Extra Credit:

Extra credit will be given out from time to time.  If you feel your grades are a bit low then take advantage of these opportunities.  Students will not be given personal extra credit opportunities for low assignment scores.

Participation:

Participation in classroom discussions is a vital part of the learning in this course.  Students will be called upon to read out loud from the text from time to time so let me know if this makes you feel uncomfortable. 

Classroom behavior:

This classroom will be a safe environment for all who attend.  Any disruptive or inappropriate behavior will not be tolerated.  All students have the right to learn without fear of physical harm or mental anguish, so watch your actions and guard your words.

All cell phones must be turned off.  Any cell phone that is found on in any way will be confiscated and turned into the office.

Grading:

100%+



A+


12pts.

96%--99%



A


11pts.

94%--95%



A-


10pts.

92%--93%



B+


9pts.

88%--91%



B


8pts.

86%--87%



B-


7pts.

83%--85%



C+


6pts.

78%--82%



C


5pts.

75%--77%



C-


4pts.

73%--74%



D+


3pts.

69%--72%



D


2pts.

67%--68%



D-


1pt.

 0%--66%



F


0pts.

Points will be given for every grade earned; an average of points will determine the students overall grade.

This course uses a “no weighted” scoring system.  All homework, tests, and essays will have the same weight.

IV.  3 Week Assignment Schedule:

Week 1—Sept. 5-7

Homework:

· Describe the 4 steps of the interpretive journey.

· Choose a semester chapter. (At least 10 verses)

Due: Wed. 9/12

Week 2—Sept. 10-14

Homework:

· Find a minimum of 20 observations of Acts 1:8.

· I John 1:5-7 worksheet.

Due: Wed. 9/19

Week 3—Sept. 17-21

Homework:

· Deuteronomy 6:4-6 worksheet.

· I Timothy 6:17-19 worksheet.

· Matthew 28:18-20 worksheet.

Due: Wed. 9/26

