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February 2008          

      from Gregory Tarantola DDS
         In this issue (scroll down to read):
       
       Inspirational Quotes- on Brilliance
       Thought For The Month  - Release Your Brilliance
         On-Site Clinical Coaching - Application In Your Own Practice
       This Month's Clinical Tip  - Beautiful Porcelain...But
       Ask The Technician  - Locator Attachment Issues
       Questions and Comments- From Past Issues

  

ONE-ON-ONE
CLINICAL COACHING

IN YOUR OFFICE
More Information

To Ensure Uninterrupted Delivery, 
Please Submit Your Email Address 

 Tarantola Dental Learning is dedicated to helping
 dentists  and their dental    team, specialists and
 technicians learn  and apply the principles of
 comprehensive,  masticatory  system dentistry in  a
 relationship-based  environment. That  is promoting  and
maintaining optimal health,  function  and  esthetics  of all
the components  of  the masticatory system -  the
 TMJs, neuromuscular system, dentition,  periodontium
 and occlusal  bio-engineering. And accomplishing this in

a  way that is  appropriate for that  particular patient, that is, with their interest and active
 participation.

Remember this formula for "Peace Of Mind" (freedom from worry, 
abscence of stress or anxiety) in your practice:

NP (or EP)+E+D+TP+TS+CA=PS
New Patient (or Existing Patient)+Co-Discovery Examination+Diagnosis+ Treatment
Planning+Treatment Sequencing+Case Acceptance = Predictable Success, 
Happiness,Fulfillment and Peace of Mind 

Thanks to Charles W Martin, DDS, MAGD, DICOI, FIADFE
LeadershipMastermindCoaching.com for suggesting the enhancements to the above
formula for success.

FOR OUR READERS: Lester Dine is offering a discount of $100 on either the Dine Digital
Solution or Digital SLR. Go to their website at www.dinecorp.com and use 'tarantola' for the 
coupon code when checking out.
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This month 's inspirational quotes: 

We have magnificent brains, but we use a great deal of our brilliance to keep ourselves stuck and
ignorant, to keep ourselves from not shining. We are so afraid of our beauty and radiance and
brilliance because it scared the adults around us when we were children. 
Patricia Sun

Before the beginning of great brilliance, there must be chaos. Before a brilliant person begins
something great, they must look foolish in the crowd.
Anonymous

Thought For The Month - Articles For You And Your Team To
Discuss
Past "Thoughts For The Month" Are Now Conveniently Archived For Easy
Review

Release Your Brilliance

Each of us is born brilliant. Then we spend the
rest of our lives having our brilliance buried by
people, circumstances, and experiences. 
Eventually, we forget that we ever had genius
and special talents, and our brilliance is locked
away in a vault deep within. So we settle for 
who we are, instead of striving for who we
were meant to be. 

Dentistry can be very rewarding yet it is a
very demanding profession both technically 
and emotionally. Despite our successes, things
can happen to 'put us in a funk' - an issue

with a team member, a miscommunication with a patient or specialist, a case not
going the way we had planned. I have found Release Your Brilliance by Simon T. 
Bailey an excellent read and a great resourse.

See The 
Book                                                             
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ONE-ON-ONE CLINICAL COACHING IN YOUR OFFICE
LEARN TO IMPLEMENT THE PRINCIPLES OF A COMPREHENSIVE PRACTICE IN YOUR OWN 
PRACTICE!!

   "Are you frustrated by how much time and money
    you spend on Continuing Education every year —
    without ever seeing a substantial improvement
                 in your dental practice?".

Some things are just very hard to learn without doing them. For years
I have been asked to start offering an over-the-shoulder type of
program. That's why I am now offering live, on-site (your practice),
one-on-one coaching on:

-More effective (and more profitable) scheduling—so you can
have enough time to address all the details and maximize the profit
potential of every hour of every day.
-Complete masticatory system exams—done in a way that's interesting and meaningful to both you and your patient
-Bite Splint fabrication and insertion—to help you get control of the system before you do the definitive porcelain
-Diagnostic blueprint creation using articulated diagnostic casts—an effective technique that allows you and your
patient to see where you’re going before you start prepping teeth
-Creating effective, logical treatment plans and sequences—in a way that's appropriate for your patients'
circumstances

The coaching includes the complete set of learning modules ($595 value) for you and your team to use as your
"working manual". For more detailed information, please VISIT ONLINE

OTHER SERVICES/PROGRAMS AVAILABLE THROUGH 
TARANTOLA DENTAL LEARNING:

One-on-one case consulting via web video conferencing. More info.

www.CustomDentistWebSites.com can customize a website for you and your practice. 
It can help you and your team convey whatyou are all about, from the complete interactive 
exam, reflective case planning, collaborative sequencing to the quality dentistry 
you provide.

Take a look at how Custom Dentist Web Sites can help you, your practice and your team.

VISIT ONLINE to learn more about Custom Dentist Web Sites 

SELF-STUDY CONTINUING EDUCATION COURSES AVAILABLE - AGD PACE APPROVED FOR 28 HOURS CREDIT
VISIT ONLINE to see the courses and programs offered by Tarantola Dental Learning     

VISIT ONLINE  for a free, no-obligation sample CD with slides from all courses/programs  
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FEBRUARY 08 CLINICAL TIP
Past "Clinical Tips" Now Conveniently Archived For Easy Review

Nice Porcelain...But

This month's clinical tip discusses a patient
who recently had some nice looking porcelain
restorations done. And very soon after 
placement start having sore teeth and
porcelain fracturing. Several needed to be
repaired with composite.

He did not have TMJ or muscle issues before 
or after but did develop an occlusal 
awareness.

Read on to see the occlusal exam and 
diagnosis, T scan analysis and how the case 

was treated.

Read this month's CLINICAL TIP

ASK THE TECHNICIAN 
Enhancing the dentist-technician relationship

LOCATOR ATTACHMENTS
  
Locator attachments have become a very
popular and successful mode of treatment for
implant retained overdentures.  Both laboratory
and chairside procedures are very
straightforward and predictable.

But what do you do if  on the day of insertion,
the overdenture does not seat to place?

Read this month's tip from Anthony Calonico of Artistic Dental Studio and how his
experience in the removable field can give you a very simple but maybe
not-quite-so-obvious solution to the issue. Anthony can be reached
at anthony@artisticdentalstudio.net 
 
Go To The Article    

                                             

QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS SUBMITTED FROM PAST ISSUES:

I have had some difficulties with VPS bite registration material for CR bite records. After 
analyzing the mounting, it is not the same a what I observed in the mouth. Any ideas?

VPS materials are very good materials. They are very accurate at capturing minute detail, 
which can be a problem as well as a blessing. It may flow into little cracks and crevices that 
may not be present in the study cast. So carefully groom the cast with good light and 
magnification and trim those little details from the bite registration.
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Also, when using VPS, you need to make sure the mandible "stays put" at an open vertical 
short of the first contact in CR while the material sets. This can certainly by done with 
bimanual guidance but I find it a little easier fabricating an anterior bite stop first. You still 
want to guide to verify that the condyles are seated but now you have a "stop" to go back to. 
That anterior bite stop can even be a little composite temporarily bonded to the upper or 
lower anteriors. Again just be sure it is opened enough to clear the first contact with the 
condyles seated.

How do you get the patient to identify that first point of contact? Often times it seems that 
they don't feel the interferences. Then it is tough to get them to understand the rationale for 
treatment.

As I learned from the late Henry Tanner, a gentle touch goes a long way. Let you throat, 
face and chin relax. With you hands ever so gently placed, ask them to just let the lower jaw 
drop open ever so slightly. Then feather light, bring your teeth together till you just begin to 
feel them touch. I also just recently picked up a tip from a long time restorative dentist and 
mentor, Dr. Jack Seitlin. He 'dusts' a small amount of 50 microm aluminum oxide over the 
teeth before guiding them closed. As they just begin to touch, the grit of the aluminum oxide 
engages between those interfering inclines and makes them more noticable to the patient. 
Works great!  Always more to learn, huh?

What do you like to use for provisionals, especially longer term cases?

There are a lot of great materials to choose from. The composite type materials are quick, 
easy and beautiful. But I have found them to be a little too brittle for extended use and 
repeated removal/recementation often required with long term interdisciplinary cases. I've 
tried many things and always go back to Motloid ColdPac. It is strong, durable and and 
tough enough to withtstand grabbing with removers without cracking like composites can. If 
there are some edentulous areas, reinforcing it with Ribbond makes it virtually 'bulletproof'.
 When you need to reline or add to it, grind enough away to get to a fresh, clean surface and
clean it again with Parkell Cavidry. These two steps will create a surface that fresh acrylic 
will predictably bond to.

 

Tarantola Dental Learning
848 Brickell Avenue

Suite 920
Miami Florida  33131 
Phone: 305-372-8212

Email: gtarantola@gtarantoladds.com
URL: http://www.tarantoladentallearning.com


