  In the              ord…

…through the            eek.
Remember to pray as you open your time of study each day, asking that the Holy Spirit would illumine your understanding of God’s word, and would help you know how best to apply the word to your life.
Monday

Today read 1 Samuel 28:1-25.  According to verses 4-6, how does Saul initially respond to the assembly of Philistine armies?  What does the reality of verse 6 lead Saul to do in verse 7?

What is it that Saul wants the medium to do for him?  Why does he want her to do this?
What happens when she proceeds with his request?  

What does Saul learn from the spirit who speaks to him?  What happens to Saul upon learning the news?

What does a story like this teach us?  What can we learn from Saul’s actions and failures?
Tuesday

Read 1 Samuel 30:1-31.  What do David and his men discover when they return to Ziklag where their families were?  
What is David’s initial response to this?  Where does he find his strength?  What can we learn from this?

What do David and his men do?  What is the result of their efforts?

What do David’s comments in verse 23 reveal about who deserves credit for the military victory?

In verses 23-24, David issues a ruling regarding the sharing of the plunder from the battle.  What is that decision?  What does it reveal about David’s character?
Wednesday

Read 1 Samuel 31:1-13.  How is the battle going for Saul and his men in the opening verses of this chapter?
What does Saul ask his armor-bearer to do?  What is the response of the armor-bearer?  Why does he respond this way?  What does Saul eventually do?

In what ways is this a fulfillment of what Saul had learned from the medium in chapter 28?
In what ways is this a fulfillment of 1 Samuel 15:26-29?

Thursday

Today read 2 Samuel 1:1-16.  What account does the man from Saul’s camp give of the battle with the Amalekites?

What does the man claim credit for when it comes to Saul?  Is this true?

Why do you think the man claims credit for this in giving his account?  

What is David’s response to the death of Saul and Jonathan?  Does this surprise you?  Why or why not?

What does David do for the man who brought this news?  

According to verse 16, why does David do this?  
Turn back to 1 Samuel 24:6-7 and 1 Samuel 26:9-11.  How do these verses illumine our understanding of David’s actions and words here?  In what sense was this man willing to claim credit for something David was careful NOT to do?
What can we learn from this story?  What are the takeaways for us?  
Friday

Read 2 Samuel 1:17-27.  What is the general tone of David’s words in these verses?
Take a moment to list the different words and phrases that are used to describe Saul and Jonathan…

Keeping in mind the last few chapters of our study, would this be what you would have expected David to say about Saul?  Why?

Why do you think David speaks of him in this way?  Why is David unwilling to rejoice in what has happened?  What explains David’s response?
Saturday

Read Ezekiel 25:1-7.  After having laid out a series of judgment pronouncements on Israel and Judah, God now speaks against the other nations… in this case Ammon.  According to these verses, what has Ammon done that is deserving of God’s judgment?
God’s judgment against Israel was a serious and dreadful thing, but He was not willing tolerate what kind of response from the other nations?
In what ways might this illumine our understanding of David’s response to the death of Saul?  Why was Saul’s death not an occasion for celebration?

Looking back at these verses from Ezekiel, what will be the ultimate result of God’s judgment?  [verses 5,7]
