  In the              ord…

…through the            eek.
Remember to pray as you open your time of study each day, asking that the Holy Spirit would illumine your understanding of God’s word, and would help you know how best to apply the word to your life.
Monday

Today read 2 Samuel 15:10-12.  Absalom is David’s son.  What is he doing in these verses?  What would this have meant for David (keeping in mind that David is still the king)?
Now read on in the story in 2 Samuel 15:13-23.  What does David decide he must do?
What is the general tone of these events?  What is the reaction of the people around as this caravan moves on out of the city?
Look on down at verse 30 now as the story continues.  What picture do you see of David here?  Of the people with him?  How would you feel if you were in David’s shoes in this circumstance?  
Tuesday

Read 2 Samuel 16:5-14.  Keeping in mind the context established by yesterday’s study, what would be David’s state of mind?
What does Shimei do here?

What is Abishai’s response to Shimei’s words and actions?  What is David’s response?

What does David seem content to do?  Why do you think David is content with this?
Wednesday

Read 2 Samuel 19:14-23.  Note what’s happening now (in contrast to the events of the last two days’ studies).  What is David’s situation now?
What does Shimei have to say to David when he meets him this time?  In what ways is this different from what he had to say the last time?  What accounts for the difference?
What recommendation does Abishai make to David in response to Shimei’s words?
What does David decide to do?  Why do you think David responds to Shimei in this way?

Thursday

Today read 1 Kings 2:1-12.  What does verse 1 tell us about the setting for these verses?  What instructions is David giving to his son Solomon?
Take note of verses 8-9.  What does David remember about what Shimei did?  What instructions does David give to Solomon about Shimei?
What does this suggest about David’s reasons for having spared Shimei’s life in the circumstances earlier in 2 Samuel 19?  Had he forgiven Shimei?  How do you know?
Now look down to 1 Kings 2:36-46.  What ultimately happens to Shimei?

What reasons does Solomon give for his actions here?

What can we learn from the incidents involving David and Shimei?
Friday

Read Matthew 18:21-35.  What is the intent behind Peter’s question in verse 21?  What is he really asking?
What is Jesus’ response?  Do you think this is what Peter was expecting?  Why or why not?
Compare the amounts of the debts of the two men in the parable that Jesus tells.  What does this reveal about the meaning of this parable?
What is the main point?  What is Jesus saying here?  

What does it teach us about forgiving others?

Jesus tacks on a final punch with verse 35.  What does this statement mean for those of us who are followers of Christ?  How does it strengthen our need to be genuinely forgiving of others?
Saturday

Read the following verses and note what they tell us about the need for and the nature of forgiveness:
Ephesians 4:32 – 

Colossian 3:13 – 

As you reflect on these verses, note your responses to the following questions: Do they provide for any exclusions?  Are there some situations or people we aren’t required to forgive?  How are we to forgive each other? (note the use of comparison here with the words “as” or “just as”)  What does this tell us about the nature of our forgiveness?

