  In the              ord…

…through the            eek.
Remember to pray as you open your time of study each day, asking that the Holy Spirit would illumine your understanding of God’s word, and would help you know how best to apply the word to your life.
Monday

Today read Luke 8:40-56.  What does Jairus ask of Jesus?  How serious a situation is this?
With that in mind, how big a deal is it, then, when Jesus stops to have a conversation with the woman who touched the edge of his cloak?

Why did she seek to touch Jesus?  What did this reveal about what she believed?

What does Jesus say to the woman?  Why does He have this conversation “in the presence of all the people”?
Given what unfolds in this story, why do you think Jesus bothered to interrupt His schedule to have this conversation with the woman?  What was He hoping to accomplish?

What does this story (involving both the woman and the daughter of Jairus) teach us about Jesus?
Tuesday

Read the following scripture passages and note what they describe regarding people coming to touch Jesus to seek healing:

Matthew 14:34-36 – 

Mark 3:7-12 – 

Luke 6:17-19 – 

How do these observations illumine our understanding of the account which we read yesterday (Luke 8:40-56)?  In what ways do they enable us to understand the woman’s motivations and expectations?    

Wednesday

Read 1 Kings 17:7-16.  What request does Elijah make of the widow? [verses 10-11]
How does the widow describe her supplies?  What is her response to Elijah’s request?

In what ways is her response (both in word and action) to Elijah’s request an act of faith?

Thursday

Today read Matthew 17:14-23.  What were the disciples unable to do?
That upsets them a bit so they ask Jesus about it.  What is Jesus’ response?  Why were they unable to do it?

What images does Jesus use in verses 20-21 to describe the nature of faith?

How does this conversation between Jesus and the disciples illumine our understanding of the story of the woman that we studied on Monday?

In what ways do these help you understand the practice of faith in your own life right now?
What connection does the conversation about their failure and their faith have with verses 22-23?  In what ways does a conversation about faith help to prepare the disciples for what will happen to Jesus in the days ahead?

Friday

Read Judges 7:1-8.  Gideon has been called of God to lead the Israelites in fighting off the Midianites.  What “odd” statement does God make in verse 2?
How many leave and how many remain in verse 3?  What is God’s assessment in verse 4?
How many remain in verse 6?

How would you have felt if you had been Gideon through this situation?

Why did God say Gideon had too many men?  What is His point? In what ways did this situation require faith of Gideon?
Saturday

Read Mark 5:21-43, Mark’s telling of the story we studied on Monday.  What request does Jairus make of Jesus?  In what ways is this an expression of faith?

What word comes from the house of Jairus while Jesus is talking with the woman who interrupted His journey there?  Is this a problem?  Why or why not?

How does the response of Jairus differ from that of the men who came from his house with this news?

What is the response of the people who are “crying and wailing loudly” when Jesus tells them the daughter is only asleep?

How are these two stories – the woman with the flow of blood and the sick little girl – connected?  What do they share in common?  What concepts and themes do they address?
What do we learn about the nature of faith in this account?

