IVC’s ANNUAL BBQ

On July 23rd, IVC held its 23rd Annual BBQ in the American College of Physicians.  This year, guests from two Sister Cities were present – Tianjin and Douala.  Mayor Nutter warmly greeted our Sister Cities guests and posed for photos with each.  


SHOWCASE OF YOUNG ARTISTS
The Sister Cities office received the 22nd Annual Young Artist Showcase theme entitled, “Your World.”  Each year, we invite Philadelphia’s Sister Cities to participate in addition to the Philadelphia School District.  We hope to have a good turnout this year.
SISTER CITY SCHOLARSHIPS 
Haoren Yu, a student at Moore College of Art and Design, attended the IVC First Thursday event in December.  She is from Tianjin, China and is receiving the Sister City Scholarship from Moore.  Ms. Yu said that she chose Philadelphia because it’s Philadelphia’s Sister City and it reminds her of home.

HOLIDAY CARDS


Mayor Nutter issued holiday cards to all Sister Cities.  
FLORENCE, ITALY
Mayor Nutter sends letter to new mayor of Florence 


In August, Mayor Nutter issued a letter of congratulations to the new Mayor of Florence, Matteo Renzi.  Being Philadelphia’s First Sister City, our office looks forward to working with Mayor Renzi’s office to create new programs and possible exchanges in the upcoming months.
City of Philadelphia submits a video for the Florence Art and Restoration Fair

The City of Philadelphia participated in the first annual Florence Art and Restoration Fair taking place in October.  All of the “Twinned Towns and Friends of Florence Area” were invited to submit an 8 minute video dedicated to describing the cultural heritage of our city’s surrounding region and to cultural projects created for the protection and promotion of cultural heritage.  Fritz Smith from the Philadelphia Convention and Visitor’s Bureau forwarded a promotional DVD of Philadelphia to our office.  The video was in many languages including Italian!  Catherine Burnett, the International Relations Coordinator of the Salone dell'Arte e del Restauro di Firenze, said that the video was perfect for promoting the Philadelphia and there was plenty of art and monument content as well.  We look forward to participating next year also.
TEL AVIV, ISRAEL

Information requested from the International Relations Department

For the past six months, the International Relations Coordinator for the Tel Aviv Municipality has requested information on the City of Philadelphia’s practices in numerous departments.  Requested information includes:


Disaster recovery


Green Building Cooperation – Sustainability


Bank of Time methods


City of Philadelphia’s procedures for licenses and permits for entertainment venues


Parking fines and collection


Information on Senior Citizens


Information on the young population in the City of Philadelphia

Our Thanks to the many city whoemployees assisted our office in handling their requests.  
TORUN, POLAND

Mayor, Chairman of City Council and Head of Education visit Philadelphia with high school teachers and students
In October, three officials visited Philadelphia from Torun.  It was part of the reciprocal visit of Torun high school students and teachers.  The visitors were:

Mr. Michal Zaleski
Mayor of Torun
Mr. Waldemar Przybyszewski
Chairman of the City Council
Ms. Anna Klobukowska 
Head of the Education Department

The IVC office arranged the officials’ schedule, while David Kipphut (Principal of Swenson Arts and Technology High School) and Charles Graham, arranged the student’s schedule.  Some of the highlights for the three delegates included:

· A private meeting with Mayor Nutter in City Hall

· Meeting Dr. Arlene Ackerman at the Philadelphia School District

· A private reception with City officials, members of the local Polish community and friends of IVC

· A trip to Washington, D.C. with a private luncheon where they met Senators Casey and Specter

· A visit to the City Council meeting in the Caucus Room and being recognized during the general session by Councilman Green

· A visit to the South Street Bridge construction site where they met with officials from the Streets Department

· A meeting with Cynthia MacLeod, Superintendent of Independence National Historical Park, and private tour of Independence Mall

· A trip to New York City for sightseeing

· Touring Temple University and learning about the Sister City Scholarship

· Meeting Andrew Stober, Mayor’s Office of Transportation and Initiative

· Numerous dinners arranged by Congressman Borski and the Polish American Cultural Center

The three delegates had a wonderful time in Philadelphia.  It was Mayor Zaleski’s first time in the United States.  A letter regarding their stay is attached.

The students and teachers had a very full schedule while in Philadelphia.  They visited Swenson Arts and Technology High School, Nazareth Academy, Holy Family University, Northeast High School, Lincoln High School and Temple University.  They also accompanied the officials to Washington, D.C. and New York City, had a tour of Philadelphia including The Liberty Bell, had a luncheon at the Polish American Cultural Center, toured City Hall with Greta Greenberger and had lunch in Conversation Hall where they were greeted by Mayor Nutter.  Like the Philadelphia students in Torun, the local families provided homestays.  
IVC member visits Torun


Edward Szkudlapski, longtime IVC friend and Managing Partner of EBS Poland, visited Torun at the end of November.  During his stay, he was hosted by the Mayor of Torun (whom he met in Philadelphia!) and attended a wonderful dinner with several other members of the delegation.  Ewa Bojanowska coordinated his visit and gave some special gifts for him to send to our office including their delicious gingerbread and some holiday ornaments.
TIANJIN, CHINA  

Meller Hu interns at IVC
Pengfei (Meller) Hu, one of Temple University’s LLM students in Philadelphia during the summer, stayed after the program ended to intern in the IVC office.  For three weeks in August, Meller attended meetings, participated in job shadowing, and visited William Penn Charter School.  He also had a homestay host who introduced him to other international visitors.

Philadelphia Boys Choir and Men’s Chorale


Jeffrey Smith, Music Director for the Philadelphia Boys Choir and Chorale, contacted our  SISTER CITY Office in November to inform her that they are touring China in August 2010.  He would like to perform for the citizens in Tianjin and live with families during their stay.  It is a large group of approximately 110 boys and men.  Our office is waiting to hear from Tianjin.
DOUALA, CAMEROON
Danielle and Cynthia parents visit


Our office has enjoyed getting to know Danielle and Cynthia Ngaba, the two sisters from Douala pursuing their graduate studies in Philadelphia.  They have attended IVC’s First Thursdays, our annual BBQ and many other events.  They’ve been a wonderful addition to our “Sister City family” and we were happy that their mother visited Philadelphia this summer.  She met with Nancy and Jen and signed the IVC signing board.

We also had the pleasure of meeting their father, Pierre Ngaba, Ph.D., in the fall.  During his visit to IVC, Nancy and he discussed how both cities would like to be doing more.  Unfortunately, we have not had an official liaison for many years, so Nancy suggested that Dr. Ngaba be our new contact.  They discussed ways to increase activity including providing a Sister City Fellowship in municipal management for one or two English speaking city government officials
NIZHNY NOVGOROD, RUSSIA

Students at schools

Marina Vishnyakova, from Nizhny Novgorod, is a Fulbright scholar on a Masters of Music graduate program at the University of the Arts.  She is a classical violinist and is now studying jazz.  She visited the IVC office with her friend from Temple University, Kate Kalanini, who is also from Nizhny but studying music at Temple University.  They have attended many First Thursday events.  Marina was hosted by an IVC member for Thanksgiving and had a wonderful time.
KOBE, JAPAN
Mayor Nutter tapes video for the Health Science Dialogue

In January, Mayor Nutter issued a letter to Mayor Tatsuo Yada in response his invitation to attend the 2009 Japan Health Science Dialogue in Kobe.  Due to the economic situation, Mayor Nutter declined the invitation; however, he wrote that he looks forward to the 25th anniversary of our Sister City relationship in 2011.  He also videotaped his greetings with information about Philadelphia’s strengths in the Health Sciences.
Letter of congratulations 


Mayor Nutter issued a formal letter of congratulations on Mayor Yada’s recent reelection. 
ABRUZZO, ITALY

New Governor of the Abruzzo Region


In December, Anna Mattei, Ph.D., contacted the SISTER CITY Office to inform them that the new Governor of Abruzzo is Gianni Chiodi.  Nancy and Jennifer sent a holiday card stating how Philadelphia looks forward to working him to create new programs in 2010.  
AIX EN PROVENCE

Firefighters 

A group of 54 firefighters from Aix en Provence visited Philadelphia for one week in December.  The firefighters are all graduates from the French National Superior Academy for Firefighters Officers – Ecole Nationale Superieure des Officiers Sapeurs Pompiers.  Our office worked closely with Battalion Chief, Robert Coyne, of the Philadelphia Fire Academy.  Of the 54 guests, 13 spent the week in homes of IVC members.  The rest of the group stayed at Chamounix Mansion in Fairmount Park.  

On their first day in Philadelphia, the group met with Mayor Nutter and Fire Commissioner Ayers in the Mayor’s Reception Room in City Hall.  In addition to day-long training programs, the visitors had a four hour tour of Philadelphia (in French), attended a Philadelphia 76ers game, and explored, and enjoyed,  the city.
