Background information for WL/CC “Interfaith Issues in the US” programs
The International Visitors Council (IVC) of Philadelphia has been awarded a contract for two programs in 2010 for Russian religious leaders to study interfaith issues in the United States, through the United States Agency for International Development’s (USAID) Community Connections Program. 

The first three-week long program will include ten participants from the Republic of Tatarstsan.  They will meet with their religious counterparts in Philadelphia and Washington, D.C. from March 25th - April 15th.

The second program will take place from June 10th - July 1st in Philadelphia and Washington, D.C., and include ten participants from the following cities and regions: Moscow; St. Petersburg; North Caucasus; the Republic of Buryatia; the Republic of Tatarstan and the Republic of Kalmykia.

During both programs, IVC will provide a total immersion into interfaith issues and American culture by arranging for the participants to meet with professionals in their field, live in Philadelphia area homes and be exposed to a diversity of American experiences.
The two exchange programs were developed as USAID’s response to Secretary of State Hillary Clinton’s Russia visit in October 2009 to the cities of Moscow and Kazan.
The Community Connections Program, managed by USAID’s Bureau of Economic Growth and Trade (EGAT)/Office of Education and administered by World Learning, Washington, D.C., is designed to promote public diplomacy through the exchange of cultural ideas and values among participants, U.S. families and local host organizations.  It seeks to establish and strengthen links between U.S. communities and communities in Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, Moldova, Russia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, Uzbekistan and Serbia.
IVC has managed five previous USAID Community Connections programs since 2005, when USAID assumed responsibly for the Program, and thirty-nine Business for Russia/Community Connections programs under the auspices of the U.S. Department of State Office of Citizen Exchanges, since the inception of the Program in 1994. 
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