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REACHING HEARTS AS WELL AS MINDS








Name ______________________


FROM OUR PASTOR

Welcome!

On behalf of the Fox Valley Baptist Church family and our combined church/school staff, I welcome you to Griffin Christian School.  It is our hope and prayer that we can bring you a Bible-based, Christ-centered, yet practical education for your children.  We are excited to give you and your family this opportunity.

This school handbook should address everything from our philosophy as a school, to such daily matters as reporting absences, inclement weather situations, and the like.  Please contact us if you have any additional questions.

Because of Him,

Pastor Phil Zilinski
Pastor, FVBC


FROM OUR PRINCIPAL

My aim is threefold. By the end of the school year, I would like to see each student
· Love the Lord Jesus more
· Enjoy their learning experience at school
· Be successful students academically.

I believe that if a student loves the Lord Jesus with all his heart, and enjoys the school experience, we will no doubt see academic success.

Serving Him,

Tammy Zilinski
Principal, GCS


William P. Griffin

Griffin Christian School is named after William P. Griffin, a former pastor of Fox Valley Baptist Church.  Pastor Griffin was called to the pastorate in 1966 after serving as a missionary in Brazil.  From the beginning, it was an intention of Pastor Griffin to open a school on the FVBC property to provide a Christian education alternative for the greater Dundee/Carpentersville area.  But before any action on this could take place, the Lord led Pastor Griffin back to the mission field in 1973.  

Although he was back in the mission field, Pastor Griffin’s intention remained alive with the church.  After his departure, the church property was expanded to include classrooms and a gym.  In May 2004, FVBC formally approved the establishment of the school.

Pastor Griffin was called home to the Lord in April of 1998.  However, he would no doubt be proud that his spirit lives on through the two generations of the extended Griffin family that still attend FVBC.
Mission and Purpose of Griffin Christian School

Griffin Christian School exists to serve parents who seek assistance in carrying out their Biblical responsibility to educate their children under the following principles:

1.  Education in the Truth
     The foundation of all Christian education is the absolute Truth of the Scriptures.
2.  Education in Stewardship
	Children can learn how to subdue, gain dominion, and be good stewards of God’s created world.
3.  Education through Relationship
	All Truth is pursued in order to bring children to a personal relationship with God.
4.  Education under Authority
	As parents and teachers operate under the authority of God, students operate under the God-ordained authority of their elders.
5.	Education is a Discipline
	Due to man’s broken image, discipline is necessary to break the will and build redeeming character, behavior, and thoughtful habits.
6.	Education is a Life	
	Parents, teachers, and students are continually learning together in order to serve and enjoy God now, and not just preparing for a future vocation.
7.  Education is an Atmosphere
	Schooling must create an atmosphere consistent with how children learn, how they are properly motivated, and how they best relate to one another.
8.  Education Requires Innovation
	Education thrives in an environment that encourages innovative change and new ideas.

Christian education is…
· The discipline of intelligence integrated with the knowledge of God.
“When wisdom enters your heart, and knowledge is pleasant to your soul, discretion will preserve you; understanding will keep you”  (Proverbs 2:10-11)
· God Centered
“In whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”  (Colossians 2:3)
· Comprehensive, Developing the Whole Person
“As His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love.”  (2 Peter 1:3-7)
· The Duty of Christian Parents
“Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.”  (Proverbs 22:6)
· Christian Teachers Called By God To Teach
“And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.”  (Ephesians 4:11-12)



Griffin Christian Schools Teaches:
· The Authority of God
· The need for personal relationship to Jesus as Savior and God
· Responsible citizenship
· Responsibility for law and authority
· Bible-centered curriculum

Bible:  Scripture memorization, Biblical history and interpretation.  Students are encouraged to respond to God’s Word in a personal way for Christian growth.

Language Arts:  Reading, expository and creative writing, English, grammar, and literature.

Science:  Basics of life science, scientific methods and origins, astronomy, meteorology, geology, oceanography, biology, chemistry and science and the Bible.

History:  World geography and map studies, American and world history, current events.

Mathematics:  Math concepts and process, number usage, Metrics, algebra, and geometry.

Foreign Languages:  Elementary Spanish will be taught in grades Pre-K to 8th.  For grades 9-12, Spanish and other languages are available.

Business Skills:  Typing and business mathematics to prepare students for service-oriented positions.

Art and Christian service:  Using God-given ability to express creativity and service to God

Physical Education:  Christian competition and sports fundamentals (i.e. baseball, basketball)

Philosophy of Learning
GCS provides a Bible-centered curriculum aimed at spiritual development that will enhance the mental, physical, emotional, and social growth of the student.  We believe that God gave parents the responsibility to raise and educate their children.  We partner with you to help achieve those goals.  Our classrooms are multiage which allows students to grow and mature at their own rate.  Our curriculum is also multi-level to ensure that students are educated at their own achievement level and at their own pace.  In grades 5-12 the curriculum is more self-directed to give students ownership of their learning.  We are also committed to provide service opportunities and a safe environment for your children.

Goals and Purposes in Character Building
Our goal is to be an arm of the family to train up their children in the way they should go.  We believe that parents are the key teachers, and the school is to assist in the training that God has called us to give.
	1.  Faith—In the Lord Jesus Christ.  (Hebrews 11:1)
	2.  Virtue—Godly Character.  (2nd Peter 1:5)
	3.  Knowledge—A Christ-centered education.  (Proverbs 9:10)
4.  Temperance—Self-control and good discipline are pleasing to the Lord.  (Galatians 5:24-25)
5.  Patience—Endurance and strength to withstand stress to accomplish God’s best.  (Galatians 6:9, Romans 5:3-4)
6.  Godliness—Personal reverence toward God.  (Proverbs 23:17-18)
7.  Brotherly Kindness—A personal kindness toward all, and a special attitude toward fellow Christians.  (1st John 3:17)
8.  Charity—Love, giving to others and meeting their needs without expecting the same in return.  (1st Corinthians 13:3)
“But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love.”  (2 Peter 1:3-7)

Our School Doctrinally Maintains:

1. A Fundamentalist Position
We use the name “Fundamentalist” because it means that we stand on the fundamentals of the Christian faith.  We believe in the inspiration of the Bible, the second coming of Christ, and salvation by grace through the shed blood of Jesus Christ, and a literal heaven and hell.
2. A Separatist Stand
We ask that our faculty, staff, and students refrain from drinking, smoking, and that they exercise discernment in regards to sources of entertainment (i.e. TV shows, movies, music).  We do not fellowship with theological liberals or New Evangelicals, and as a Christian institution of learning we have no associations with any convention, council, or group which could keep the faculty or administration from exposing the apostasy, heresies, and sins of the day.

Discipline
The school requests that a student not be enrolled with the idea that we will reform him or her.  The school is here to work with the home, but does not take the place of parents who have difficulty in fulfilling their roles.

ALL students are admitted on probation for the first six weeks.

Discipline is a variant of disciple.  Discipline does not have to be harsh.  We will gently but firmly guide your children in wise choices (Prov. 13:24).  We believe that children learn by imitation.  What the child sees or hears at school and home is often imitated negatively (Duet. 8:5).  To help ensure that every child at our school has a successful school experience we have the following rules and consequences.  Appropriate and tangible rewards will be given at the discretion of the teachers based on individual achievement.


Obey quickly, quietly, and completely.
Eph. 6:1-2 “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 'Honor your father and mother,' which is the first commandment with promise:”
Heb. 13:17 “Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you.”
Phil. 2:14-15 “Do all things without complaining and disputing, that you may become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world,”
Be honest: No stealing, cheating, or lying.
Ex. 20:15-16 “You shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.”

Be self controlled. Follow all procedures.
Prov. 25:28 “Whoever has no rule over his own spirit is like a city broken down, without walls.”
No coarse joking or language.
Eph. 5:4 “Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks.”
Be kind and loving, No bullies
Eph. 4:29, 32 “Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers...And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave you.”
Always work hard and do your best
Eph. 6:6-7 “Not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart, 7 with goodwill doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men,”
Be neat and orderly
1 Cor. 14:40 “Let all things be done decently and in order.”
No immorality of ANY kind
Eph. 5:3 “But fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, let it not even be named among you, as is fitting for saints;”

1. Behavior
Colossians 3:17 “And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.” Everything we do should be done to glorify God. 

2. Preventing behavior problems
The school tries to be aware of the problems that students may meet.  We want to help students make the right decisions.  As an arm of Fox Valley Baptist Church, we will give Biblical-based guidance in all our teaching.  Through Bible education and prayer, we shall endeavor to have a peaceful, Christ-honoring school. 

3. Most students know what is right and wrong, but just in case there are questions, here is a list of things that are not allowed.
a) Cheating (or signing parent’s, guardian’s, and/or teacher’s signature)
b) Failure to follow directions (i.e. reporting to the office when told to do so)
c) Fighting
d) Gambling
e) Harassment (unwelcome comments, either verbal or written, nuisance phone calls, etc.)
f) Possession of matches or lighters
g) Lighting matches or lighters on school grounds
h) Leaving school grounds without permission
i) Possession of drugs like Tylenol, prescription, etc. These must be kept in the office.
j) Personal health—when a student’s state of health threatens the health of others
k) Use of a music listening device during school hours (CD players, MP3, MP4, iPods, Walkmans, Radios, etc.)
l) Possession of a pager, beeper
m) Use of a cell phone during school hours
n) Refusing to cooperate with school rules and regulations
o) Refusing to do assigned work
p) Refusing to serve detention
q) Excessive absences from school
r) Excessive tardiness to school or class
s) Absence from school without previous permission
t) Unapproved sale or distribution of items not related to school
u) Possession or use of tobacco 
v) Using foul or abusive language, or profanity

4. These offenses are more severe and will probably result in a more severe consequence.
a) Assault or other violence on a student or staff member including hitting (intentional or unintentional) of a staff member who is breaking up a conflict
b) Arson
c) Threatening or trying to injure another student
d) Interfering with another student’s right to participate in school activities
e) Deliberate destruction and/or vandalism of school property, personal property of students or staff; the receipt, sale, possession, or distribution of property stolen from GCS (repayment will be required)
f) Giving out a substance and pretending that it is a drug
g) Extortion (getting money by force or threat)
h) Filing a false fire report, or making a bomb threat 
i) Harassment for any reason (including sexual)
j) Indecent exposure
k) Misuse of medications
l) Participating in and/or encouraging (inciting) a school disruption
m) Possession and/or setting off explosive materials, including firecrackers and live ammunition
n) Possession of a look-alike weapon of any kind or an actual weapon
o) Possession of a pocket knife
p) Possession, use, and/or distribution of a controlled substance or alcohol and/or drug paraphernalia
q) Buying or possessing a substance that was said to be a drug
r) Theft and/or possession of stolen property
s) Violation of the Computer and Internet Use Policy (as later stated)
t) Use of any inhalant which causes a loss of self-control; this includes glue and solvents
u) Violent behavior which creates a danger to persons or property
v) Sexual misconduct 
w) Possession or use of obscene or pornographic materials, (either audio or visual)



5. What are the possible consequences?

	Penalty
	What Happens?
	By Whom?
	For how long?

	Detention
	Stay after school 
	Teacher
	For up to an hour

	In school suspension
	Solitary confinement at school
	Administration
	1-5 days

	Short-term suspension
	Sent home
	Administration
	Up to 10 days

	Long-term suspension
	Sent home; may be assigned to alternative program
	Administration
	11 days or more

	Expulsion
	Withdrawal from GCS
	Administration
	Until readmission by either the Director or his/her designee



6. What about the confiscated items?
A confiscated item may be returned only if a parent comes in and ask for it.  Items that will not be returned include items that are immoral or illegal for them to own.

7. What if a student needs to take medication?
ALL medications, whether prescription or non-prescription, must be given by a school official, and must be kept in the school office.  Parent permission or a doctor’s order must be on file to give the medication to a student.

8. What is the policy on smoking?
There is no smoking permitted in the school or on school and adjoining church property by anyone at anytime.

9. Can students use a computer and go online?
Yes—but they both must be directed by a teacher for educational purposes!  All students must follow the guidelines below. 5th-12th graders will have their own laptops. Although we will be very aware of their computer activity, the parents should have filters in place on the laptops.

10. Can I use Wikipedia for school research?
	No – we prefer that the students not use Wikipedia for school research.


	SCHOOL COMPUTER AND INTERNET USE POLICY TERMS AND CONDITIONS

	STUDENTS SHALL:
· Use telecommunications for educational purposes only.
· Communicate with others in a polite and respectful manner.
· Maintain the privacy of a personal name, address, phone number, password, and respect the privacy of others.
· Use only telecommunication accounts and passwords provided by the school.
· Report any incident of harassment or inappropriate behavior to the supervising teacher or employee.
· Comply with copyright laws and intellectual property rights of others.
	STUDENTS SHALL NOT:
· Knowingly enter unauthorized computer networks to tamper or destroy data (“hacking”).
· Access or distribute abusing, harassing, libelous, obscene, offensive, profane, pornographic, threatening, sexually explicit, or illegal material.
· Install personal software on school computers.
· Use telecommunications for commercial, purchasing, or illegal purposes.


			

	PERSONAL LAPTOP COMPUTER AND INTERNET USE POLICY TERMS AND CONDITIONS

	STUDENTS SHALL:
· Use telecommunications for educational purposes only.
· Communicate with others in a polite and respectful manner.
· Maintain the privacy of a personal name, address, phone number, password, and respect the privacy of others.
· Use only their own laptop.
· Report any incident of harassment or inappropriate behavior to the supervising teacher or employee.
· Comply with copyright laws and intellectual property rights of others.
	STUDENTS SHALL NOT:
· Knowingly enter unauthorized computer networks to tamper or destroy data (“hacking”).
· Access or distribute abusing, harassing, libelous, obscene, offensive, profane, pornographic, threatening, sexually explicit, or illegal material.
· Install or download any files or programs without the permission of the teacher.
· Access any website other than SO-online without permission from a teacher.
· Check email during school hours without permission from the teacher.
· Use telecommunications for commercial, purchasing, or illegal purposes.




11. Where does the discipline code apply?
It applies in the school, on school grounds, and at school activities (including those off school property).  In short, it applies to ALL students at ALL times during ALL school functions.


General School Information 

Eighth grade recognition
At the end of the school year during senior graduation, we will recognize 8th graders who have completed the following:
	Completed at least 9 units each in Bible, math, and language arts
	Had no more than 2 F’s on the entire report card for the year
High School credits
Credits are earned each semester. At the end of each semester, high school students will receive credits based on that semester. Credits will be given in quarter credit increments. If a student has not completed and passed at the end of the semester, he/she will have to take that half over. 
High School graduation
High school students who have completed 25 credits or more in the appropriate categories will be allowed to participate in our high school graduation ceremony. 
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Basic Skills Track – 25 credits
4 Bible credits
4 Language arts credits
4 Math credits
2 Science credits
4 History credits
1 Government credit
2 P.E. credits
½ Health credit
1 Fine Arts credit
2 ½ elective credits 
100 hours community service 


General Track – 25 credits
4 Bible credits
4 Language arts credits
2 Math credits (including algebra)
2 Science credits
4 History credits
1 Government credit
2 P.E. credits
½ Health credit
1 Fine Arts credit
2 ½ elective credits
100 hours community service


College Prep Track – 25 credits
4 Bible credits
4 Language arts credits
3 Math credits (including algebra and geometry)
3 Science credits
4 History credits
1 Government credit
2 P.E. credits
½ Health credit
1 Fine Arts credit
½ elective credits
100 hours community service 


Valedictorian Requirements for GCS
The Valedictorian must have been on the College Prep Track and have completed a minimum of twenty-five units of credit and 100 hours of community service.  The student must have the highest GPA (at least 3.501). He/She must have demonstrated high academic performance in the acquisition of knowledge and intellectual skill.

Salutatorian Requirements for GCS
The Salutatorian must have been on the College Prep Track and have completed a minimum of twenty-five units of credit and 100 hours of community service.  The student must have the second highest GPA (at least 3.501). He/She must have demonstrated high academic performance in the acquisition of knowledge and intellectual skill.

The School Day
The school day starts in the church auditorium at 8:00am. Students are dismissed at 3:00pm.


Attendance
Regular attendance is important for the student to get the best education. Parents are to make sure that the student arrives before 8:00am so that the student has time to get to the auditorium by 8:00 to begin. 
The parent/guardian is to call the office if their child is absent from school. The school phone number is (847) 428-5413.  Please call this number to report absences and/or tardies. If it is a planned absence, please let the office know as soon as possible. If the absence is unexpected, please call that morning and leave a message. If the parent/guardian does not call, it will be considered unexcused. 
Unexcused absences may result in parent conference, discussion of support for the family, an attendance contract, notification of the County Truancy Officer.
Tardiness causes disruption to the student as well as the class that the student enters. After 5 tardies during a quarter, parents will be contacted. If there are more tardies, a parent conference may be needed and detention or in-school suspension may be considered. Appeals must be made in writing to the Administration.  A subsequent meeting may be set up to discuss the appeal.  
Records will be kept of the students who arrive after 8:00am.
Students may be dropped off NO EARLIER than 7:45am and must be picked up by 3:25pm unless other arrangements have been made. If you need child care before 7:45am or after 3:25, please contact the principal who will inform billing. 

Transportation
All parents are responsible to provide their own transportation to and from school daily. Parents may either arrange for bus transportation, or organize carpools with other parents. “No ride” will not be considered an excuse for a school absence. Students who have a drivers’ license may drive themselves to school and may park in the lower lot. Students may not be in their cars from 8-3 without permission from the principal. 

Class discipline
Each class will use the “card system” for class discipline. Students pull cards and have consequences based on the number of cards they pull. Each teacher will inform parents of the color code and consequences.
Excessive disobedience may be an indication that a student may need direction in the development of principles of character in his/her life.

Church Attendance
We strongly encourage all students to be in attendance at Sunday morning services if they are members of Fox Valley Baptist Church.  Students who attend other churches are strongly encouraged to attend services as offered by their home church.

Senior Privileges
The principal will assess seniors according to this list of criteria. Once a student has completed 19.5 credits, he/she will be considered a senior and may apply for senior privileges, including early release or late arrival requests for the purpose of work. All students are assessed at the end of each academic quarter to determine their eligibility for senior privileges. The application must be filled out and given to the principal.

Laptops
Students in grades 5-12 must have a laptop to do his/her SOS schoolwork. The laptop is to be brought to school daily and is to be cared for by the student. Students are not to touch another student’s laptop without permission. It is the suggestion of the GCS staff that the students use a good backpack that will have protection for the laptop. 

Dress Code
Discipline in the Christian life is training that develops self-control, character, orderliness, and efficiency.  As part of this, a dress code will be maintained at GCS.

Uniform shirt - All shirts must have a GCS logo or a Scripture verse professionally applied to the shirt
· May be short or long sleeved
· May be a sweatshirt or hoodie
· Students may bring in light solid color T-shirts, polos, hoodies, or zip-up sweatshirts to have the Griffin logo put on. 
· Any student wearing a zip-up sweatshirt must have a Griffin shirt or Scripture shirt on underneath.

Boys and Girls may wear pants and jeans.  Pants and jeans may not have prints on them.  Girls may wear loose-fitting capris.  Pants and jeans MUST be modest and show no midriff.  Girls may wear skirts as long as they have shorts on also, but the skirt must be below the knee, and may not have more than a 4” seam opening at the bottom.  NO shorts, sweatpants (any pants made out of sweatshirt material), or pajama pants. Regardless of what is worn, all clothing should be clean, in good repair (no rips, holes, frayed hems, or modifications), and unwrinkled.

Girls’ make-up should be limited and not obvious.  No excessive fingernail lengths will be allowed since they need to be able to type well.  Jewelry should not be excessive or extreme (i.e. no nose rings or other piercings other than ear, no more than two ear piercings, etc.). Hair needs to be a natural hair color (no pinks, greens, etc.) except on school spirit days.

Boys’ hair should be standard length and off the collar. No “rat tails,” hanging braids, or pony tails are allowed.  Boys will not be allowed under any circumstances to wear earrings or other piercings.  Other jewelry should not be excessive or extreme. Hair needs to be a natural hair color (no pinks, greens, etc.) except on school spirit days.

All students will be expected to participate in Physical Education, and as such students must have gym shoes that have backs and are tied for gym classes.  If a student does not have the proper shoes for gym class they will be asked not to participate and will receive no credit for the day.  Girls may wear loose-fitting, shorts two inches off knee or capris in solid colors, and boys may wear loose-fitting, knee length shorts in solid colors.  Any change of clothes needed for gym must be brought to school that day.

Dress code infractions of any kind will be dealt with on an individual basis with a parent conference or possible suspension. Staff has the authority to ask a student to change or not to wear said articles again.

School Supplies
All students are required to purchase the proper supplies for each class.  Detailed supply lists are available through the school office and are available on the website www.griffinchristianschool.org. Please label supplies and clothing, so that if lost they can be returned to their rightful owner!

Lost and Found
Any student supplies, clothing, etc. found will be placed in the school Lost and Found.  Students are responsible for checking this, and must personally reclaim the item if it is rightfully theirs.  GCS is not responsible for any items that are lost or misplaced.  At the end of each semester, all unclaimed items will be either donated to charity or thrown away.

Lunch
All students must provide their own lunch and beverage.  Please clearly mark the student’s name on his/her lunch box or bag.  Microwaves are available for student use.  

Telephone Usage
The school phone number is (847) 428-5413.  Please call this number to report absences and/or tardies, or to contact the school in case of an emergency.  DO NOT call the school office with messages for students during the day unless it is an emergency!  All arrangements for rides, lunches, after school activities, etc. must be made in advance and will not be arranged during the school day.

Students MAY NOT use the office phone. In case of an emergency, there is a phone in the principal’s office that will be available if the principal agrees that it is necessary. Also, student-owned beepers, pagers, and/or music listening devices are NOT allowed to be used during school at any time! These items will be confiscated by school staff if they are brought to school.  Students may have cell phones at the school, BUT they are to remain OFF, and in their lockers or on the teacher’s desk for the entire school day. No phones are to be in pockets, purses, or backpacks during the school day.

Inclement Weather/Emergencies
Any school closings, late openings, and early dismissals due to either inclement weather or an emergency situation (i.e. a Red Level terror threat) will be the same as for Community School District 300, based in Carpentersville.  Closing information may be found on www.emergencyclosings.com,  WBBM-AM radio, WGN-AM radio, WGN-TV, and WFLD-TV.  We will also post any closing information on the school website. www.griffinchristianschool.org 

Medical Guidelines
NO staff member will be allowed to administer any medications to any student for headaches, fever, or other reasons.  If a student does need medication during the school day, please send it in a Ziplock type bag and fill out a Physician’s Medication Form and file it with the school office.  (Forms are available upon request)

All students are required to have a completed Physical Examinations including dental and vision or a signed letter for religious reasons to abstain from immunizations. 
This affects the following students:
· Students transferring from out-of-state schools
· Students entering school for the first time
· Kindergarten students
· Second grade students
· Sixth grade students
· Ninth grade students
Since our school is in the D300 school district, it is easiest for you to go to http://www.d300.org/parents/registration/required-physical-examinations for the appropriate forms and detailed information.

If a student is unable to participate in P.E. due to illness or injury, a doctor’s statement confirming this must be submitted to the school office.




Field Trips
Educational excursions will be periodically planned for the students.  Although such trips are of real enjoyment for them, they are designed primarily to enrich learning.  Teachers may require students to take notes.  

A natural result of these trips, which are conducted under the supervision of adults on every occasion, is that students are disciplined in the art of self-control and gracious deportment in various social situations.

Honor Roll
Pastor’s Honor Roll – each quarter
All A’s except one B allowed
No academic detentions
No more than 2 cards pulled in one day
Reward – recognition in opening and a special reward determined by the pastor
Principal’s Honor Roll – each quarter
All A’s or B’s except one C allowed
No more than 2 cards pulled in one day
Reward – recognition in opening
Griffin’s Honor Roll – each quarter
	No more than 2 cards pulled in one day
	Reward – recognition in opening
All students on any honor roll for all four quarters will take a day trip at the end of the year (cost and destination TBA)

Awards
Special awards are presented each spring to high school students for outstanding achievement.  	Outstanding Christian Character – Daniel Award
	Outstanding Christian Service – Timothy Award
	Outstanding Christian Encourager – Barnabus Award

Reporting to Parents
Communication to and from teachers and parents can be done through the homework folder that all students 1st-12th grades are to have signed daily. Also, parents are encouraged to provide an email address that they will check daily. Most classroom and daily information from the school will be sent via email to the parents. Homework and other information can also be found at www.zilinski.us during the school year.

Parents who wish to have a conference with a teacher must call the office or make an appointment with the teacher. Parents should not expect to be able to have a conference with the teacher at 8:00 or 3:00 since the teacher will be busy bringing students in or sending them home. A report card will be sent home for all four marking periods provided the school bill is up to date.  

The Grade Scale is as follows:

100  -  94  =  A
  93  -  86  =  B
  85  -  77  =  C
  76  -  70  =  D
Below 70  =  F


STUDENT HANDBOOK ACKNOWLEDGEMENT FORM

This form must be signed and dated by the student and his/her parent/guardian after reviewing the Handbook.  The students will return the completed form to the school.

__________________________		________________________	       ________
      Last Name (please print)		    First Name (please print)		Grade


I have received a copy of the Griffin Christian School Student Handbook.  The Handbook was explained, and I was given the opportunity to ask questions.  I read and understand the disciplinary code listed in the book and the consequences for all offenses.  Additionally, I understand the Computer and Internet Use Policy.  I was informed that I could meet individually with an Administrator to discuss the book in more detail.


______________________________ 	__________________________
Student’s Signature				Date



I have discussed the handbook with my child.  I have received and reviewed the Computer and Internet Use Policy for students.  I understand that I must provide a separate written notice to the school director if I do not want:
· My child to participate in the use of telecommunications, including the internet;
· My child photographed, videotaped, and/or audio taped during school-sponsored activities, including photographs for use on the school web site.  I understand that I may attach this written letter to this form specifying my request(s) or return the letter to the principal within 30 days of my child receiving the Student Handbook.


________________________________	_____________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature			Date


PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO THE PRINCIPAL BY THE MONDAY AFTER SCHOOL STARTS
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