Facts about United Republic of Tanzania

Background: Shortly after achieving independence from Britain in the early 1960s, Tanganyika and Zanzibar merged to form the nation of Tanzania in 1964. One-party rule came to an end in 1995 with the first democratic elections held in the country since the 1970s. Zanzibar's semi-autonomous status and popular opposition have led to two contentious elections since 1995, which the ruling party won despite international observers' claims of voting irregularities.

Location: Eastern Africa, bordering the Indian Ocean, between Kenya and Mozambique

Size: 945,087 sq km, which is slightly larger than twice the size of California

Capital: Dar es Salaam (government administration has moved to Dodoma, which will eventually become the capital—Kikombo is a part of Dodoma municipality)
Climate: varies from tropical along coast to temperate in highlands
Terrain: plains along coast; central plateau; highlands in north, south

Elevation: from 0 ft at the Indian Ocean to 19,341 ft at Mt. Kilimanjaro

Natural hazards: flooding on the central plateau during the rainy season; drought
Environmental issues: soil degradation; deforestation; desertification; destruction of coral reefs threatens marine habitats; recent droughts affected marginal agriculture; wildlife threatened by illegal hunting and trade, especially for ivory

Population: 39,384,223 (roughly 41.7 people per sq mi, compared with 30.6 in the US)
Kikombo population: 7,905 (3,821 males and 4,084 females)
Median age: 17.7 years (US is 36.6 years)
Population 65 or over: 2.8% (US is 12.6%)

Birth rate: 35.95 per 1,000 population (US is 14.16)

Mortality rate: 13.36 per 1,000 (US is 8.26)

Infant mortality: 71.69 per 1,000 live births (US is 6.37)
Life expectancy at birth: 51 years (US is 78)
HIV/AIDS prevalence rate: 8.8% of population (US is 0.3%)
HIV/AIDS deaths: 160,000 annually (US is 17,000)
Religion: mainland - Christian 30%, Muslim 35%, indigenous beliefs 35%; Zanzibar - more than 99% Muslim
Language: Kiswahili or Swahili (official), Kiunguja (name for Swahili in Zanzibar), English (official, primary language of commerce, administration, and higher education), Arabic (widely spoken in Zanzibar), many local languages

Literacy: 78.2% of population age 15 and over can read and write Kiswahili (Swahili), English, or Arabic (in US, 99% of population age 15 and over can read and write English)
Economy: Tanzania is one of the poorest countries in the world. The economy depends heavily on agriculture, which accounts for almost half of GDP, provides 85% of exports, and employs 80% of the work force. Topography and climatic conditions, however, limit cultivated crops to only 4% of the land area. Industry traditionally featured the processing of agricultural products and light consumer goods. The World Bank, the IMF, and bilateral donors have provided funds to rehabilitate Tanzania's out-of-date economic infrastructure and to alleviate poverty. Long-term growth through 2005 featured a pickup in industrial production and a substantial increase in output of minerals led by gold. Recent banking reforms have helped increase private-sector growth and investment. Continued donor assistance and solid macroeconomic policies supported real GDP growth of nearly 6% in 2006.
Gross domestic product per capita: $800 (US is $43,500)
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Sources: CIA World Factbook, https://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/tz.html, except Kikombo population, from Tanzanian 2002 Housing and Population Census, http://www.tanzania.go.tz/census/.

