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PRAY THURSTON 24/7 PRAYER OBJECTIVES
Focused Unity in Prayer – Thurston County Edition
PT 24/7 Vision:  The Presence of God revealed in response to persevering prayer producing REPENTANCE, leading to REVIVAL, and releasing REFORMATION in our lives, our churches and our culture. 
====================================================================================    
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GLORY TO GOD!
	WEEK 1:   DECEMBER 4 – 10, 2011

Word for the Week:  “…and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.”  John 1:14
 Meditation: Jesus, from eternity, in His incarnation, is the utterance of the Trinity expressed in vulnerable human form.  “Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given;” the image of “the Glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”
Prayer: Jesus, we seek You, “made a little lower than the angels” with a destiny before You that brings salvation to all people.  Jesus, little child, you love all the little children of the world; “Jesus loves me this I know”….help us disconnect from the world and reconnect with the wonder of Your love; the beauty of Your humility and Holiness; the stillness that knows You are God.  Amen.  Sing:  “Hark the Herald Angels Sing.”
                                             WEEK 1 – Continued on Page 2
CHURCHES AND PASTORS 
-“. . . and the glory of the Lord shone round about them . . . .  And the angel said unto them, ‘Fear not:  for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy . . . .”  Luke 2:9b,10b   -“But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.”  II Corinthians 3:18

· Pastors:  
· In this sacred season, pray that our pastors and spiritual leaders will “see the glory of the Lord” afresh and anew and be rejuvenated with joy at the greatness of our God.  
· That the “good tidings of great joy” brought by the angel so long ago will stir something deep within them this December.  Pray that they will be transformed from “glory to glory.”    
· Congregations.  
· Congregations will be participating in many Christmas programs and outreach events—singing, playing instruments, acting, cooking meals, distributing food, etc.  Pray that their service will be fruitful and that they will have the strength and zeal for these good works.  
· Pray that many hearts will be touched and become aware of the “Reason for the Season.”   Pray for God’s love to shine forth from all who know Him in this county, even the simple greeting of “Merry Christmas” will be extended in warmth and love.  
· Financial Wisdom.  
· Pray for financial wisdom and responsibility for believers.  It is easy to be tempted to over-spend on temporary items and under-give for things that are eternal.  Pray for a spirit of generosity to give to God what belongs to Him, and to cut back where we are able on temporal things.  Pray that Christians would stay clear of debt or decrease any debt they have.  

FAMILIES/SOCIAL SERVICES/HEALTH 
-“  . . to present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy . . . .”  Jude 24.    -“And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.”  Luke 21:27

· Families. 
· Pray for Jesus to be manifested among the lost in our county.  Pray that Emmanuel, “God with us“- will be the new reality in homes and families.   Pray many will be drawn to attend churches and church observances and hear the message of love, hope and goodwill towards men.    
· Children.  
· Pray particularly for the left-out and unloved children in broken and/or homeless families at this time. Pray that they will hear the true love story of Jesus and come to know Him as the Perfect Gift who was born in humble circumstances.
· Shelters.
· Pray for shelter and low-income housing for the homeless and transitional. Pray for those who work in this area; strength, courage and protection.        
-“Father, I want those whom You have given Me to be with Me where I am; I want them to see that glory which You have made mine—for You loved Me before the world began.  Father . . . the world has not known You, but I have known You and these men now know that You have sent me.  I have made You known to them and I will continue to do so that the love which You have had for Me may be in their hearts.”  John 17:24,25 (Phillips)
· Food Banks/Church Pantries. 
· CONTINUE TO PRAY for the food banks at the various churches and in our community, who are serving Christ in ministering to the basic needs of families and individuals.  Pray specifically for Salvation Army, City Gates Ministry, Union Gospel Mission and ALL churches with pantry ministries.  
WEEK 2:   DECEMBER 11 – 17, 2011
Word for the Week: “And she shall bring forth a son, and you shall call Him Jesus:  for He shall save His people from their sins . . . .  Behold a virgin shall be with child and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call His Name Emanuel, which being interpreted is ‘God with us’.”  Matthew 1:21,23 

Meditation:  Jesus, born to die, yet alive to the eternal intentions of His Father to use Him as the atonement for our sins.  “God with us” is that amazing grace cosmic moment of power - passionate Divine love for His creation; the extension of mercy to defeat hell and death and provide a way back to Him through a Cross. “Love so amazing, so Divine, demands…our all.”
Prayer: Jesus!  The glory of God in Your face…leads us to fall on our faces in adoration and praise.  Who is like You?  Glorious in holiness, exultant in wonder: LORD GOD ALMIGHTY.  Amen.  Sing:  “O, Come All Ye Faithful.”
=========================================================
GOVERNMENT - “To whom God would make known the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the Hope of glory.”  Colossians 1:27  

STATE GOVERNMENT – 

-“For I would that you know what great conflict I have for you . . . .  That your hearts might be comforted, and knit together in love and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father and of Christ:  In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”  Colossians 2:1a&2
 “No free government, or the blessings of liberty, can be preserved to any people but by a firm adherence to justice, moderation, temperance, frugality and virtue; and by a frequent recurrence to fundamental principles.” Patrick Henry
· Legislature.   
· Pray for the leadership, Gov. Gregoire, Sen. Lisa Brown, Chair of the Senate Democratic (Majority) Caucus and Speaker Frank Chop, the leader of the House of Representatives.  If these three leaders can agree on the key issues, movement on key decisions will be greatly enhanced.  Pray that decisions that are made will be for the best interest of the whole state and not for selected “Special Interest Groups”.  Finally, please pray for the safety of all of the Legislators and their families during this Christmas Season, a very difficult time for families to be separated.
· State Agencies.  
· Budget cuts will continue so pray that the areas that should be eliminated will be, but that vital services —from God’s perspective--will be preserved.  One budget cut being proposed is elimination of the Volunteer Retired Program, that provides malpractice insurance coverage for volunteer primary care physicians and other health care professionals who help serve low-income Washingtonians.  In Thurston County, these volunteers donate their time and expertise to vital programs that provide free health care services.   This is just one example--so much wisdom is needed.  
COUNTY/CITY/TOWN GOVERNMENTS 
- “Walk in wisdom toward them who are without, redeeming the time.  Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer every man.”  Colossians 4:5 & 6
Elected Officials.  
· Pray for officials throughout Thurston County who are serving in city and town government positions, school boards, fire commissions, etc. to be diligent and seek wisdom before making any decisions.   
WEEK 3:   DECEMBER 18 – 24, 2011

Word for the Week: “Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift.”  II Corinthians 9:15
Meditation:  We give out of our fullness; He gave out of His poverty as the One who created “every good and perfect gift.” As you gift this season, give others something costly from your heart or resources - as if you are gifting the Lord Himself.  Risk forgiveness, loving gestures, kind and gracious thoughts.  Risk being Christ to the world you inhabit…know God’s joy. 

Prayer: Christ Jesus, so often we do the asking - expecting much of You. Help us risk giving Your life in us to others. You are in us as the “hope of glory.”  Glorify Your Name in all the earth. Amen                           Sing: “Joy to the World.”
========================================================
   LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES/MILITARY – 
-“Blessed are those servants, whom the lord when he comes shall find watching . . . .  And if he shall come in the second watch [9 PM -12 Midnight], or come in the third watch [12 Midnight -3 AM], and find them so, blessed are those servants.”  Luke 12:37a,38 
· Law Enforcement Officers/State Patrol Troopers and Firefighters.    
· Pray for those who are keeping the night watch while we rest/sleep in safety.  Evenings can be the “darkest” time spiritually.  Pray for their strength, readiness, alertness and safety so that they can overcome the wickedness and lawlessness they confront.  
· Pray especially that Christian officers will be supernaturally protected and sense the presence of the Lord with them during their holiday work.  Pray they can prioritize between work and their families.    
· Military.  
· Pray for strength and stability in military families and blessing on their marriages.  It is very hard on them during the holidays to keep the focus, when they can’t be near family.  Pray that demonic forces that keep suicides and divorces rising will be bound. 
· Pray that injured veterans will receive adequate health care and that communities will respond to the troops with appreciation and encouragement for their sacrifice, courage and valor.   
· Continue to pray for spiritually strong chaplains and believers throughout who can serve as light and salt, offering comfort and counsel.  They often carry the load and do not get relief themselves.

	   EDUCATION –


-“He is like a man who built a house, and dug deep and laid the foundation on a rock:  and when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently upon that house, and could not shake it:  for it was founded upon a rock.”  Luke 6:48
· Public Schools--Teachers, and Administrators.  
· Declare:  “Let there be Light!”    Pray for the children in our public schools to be protected morally, intellectually and physically.  Pray for God’s light to shine forth in the most unlikely ways and places so that they can see Him revealed.  Praise Him for all Christian teachers and administrators who are serving in the public school system.   
· Christian Schools, ONGOING: Teachers and Administrators, Homeschoolers:  
· Praise God for the light being shed abroad in the hearts of the young people in these schools and homes.  Thank Him for each family that is making the commitment to a Christian education for their children.  Pray that these students will be the strongest, the brightest, the best educated, the most wise, the most mature and capable in our community. 
WEEK 4:   DECEMBER 25 – 31, 2011

Word for the Week:  “For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord and this shall be a sign unto you; you shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. “ Luke 2:11
Meditation: What a journey came before this amazing announcement to humble shepherds.  Remember Joseph and Mary, traveling to Bethlehem, and the wise men still journeying, following a star.  What is your journey to Jesus like? May your manger time this Christmas be worshipful; inspired and filled with His loving presence in your life and the lives of those you love.   
Prayer:  LORD, we love Your ‘suddenly’ and join with the multitude of heavenly hosts praising You and saying, “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace, good will toward men.”  Make us instruments of Your peace in 2012.  For Your glory; through and with Your strength in our weakness.  Amen.     Sing: ‘O Little Town of Bethlehem” & ‘Silent Night.’
====================================================
MEDIA/COMMUNICATIONS/ARTS/ENTERTAINMENT  
-“And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.”  Luke 2:13 
· Church Worship.  
· Praise Him for this sacred season of singing Christmas carols proclaiming the beautiful story, special church musical programs, drama, and other events – celebrating the birth of Christ.  Pray that all the services and events being hosted by Bible-believing churches and ministries will be blessed and particularly anointed and that many will come to a saving knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord.   Let a joyful sound come forth throughout Thurston County declaring, “Glory to God in the highest!”        
· Secular Media.  
· Pray for Christians to be wise and discerning about the entertainment they bring into their homes during this Christmas season.  Pray that they will be more concerned about pleasing the Lord than their own relatives and friends.  Praise Him for wholesome movies, and that He will give creative ideas and alternatives that will bring joy and peace into their homes and attract His presence.
BUSINESS/EMPLOYMENT 
-“And He said unto them . . . did you not know that I must be about my Father’s business?”  Luke 2:49

· Business Owners.  
· Pray for businesses with wholesome purposes that are operating in integrity to grow in our County.   Pray for more job openings for the unemployed either through growth within businesses currently operating here and/or for new sound businesses to move into Thurston County. 

-“Now the God of peace . . . make you perfect in every good work to do His will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory forever and ever.  Amen.  Hebrews 13:20a, 21
· Christian Business Owners.  
· Pray that Christian businesses especially will benefit from the additional shopping and commerce that occurs in December.   Continue to pray for innovative ideas to keep them solvent and going forward in 2012.  Pray that God’s peace will rest upon them.  
_________________________________________
ISRAEL –
“But you, Bethlehem Ephrata, though you are little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of you shall come forth to Me the One to be Ruler in Israel, whose goings forth are from of old, from everlasting.” Micah 5:2  
The Hebrew Scriptures identified the coming of God’s Son in intimate detail, identifying thousands of years before Christ’s arrival, the precise location of His birth. “It is with upmost confidence that believers gather all over the world in unity of spirit to remember and revere His birth. Christians should never mute their joy over Him who came to earth, provided their spiritual fulfillment and changed their lives and the course of human history.  His arrival in Bethlehem laid the first great stepping stone to eternity, affirming that God has not left the scene and a plan was in motion.”  Friends of Israel
· Pray for God’s provision for a way of escape for Jews that are targeted for death in Muslim countries; may they be rescued. Pray for those laying down their lives for the sake of the Gospel.
· Pray for God’s provision for impoverished Jews, especially children and elderly. The nations, including the U.S., are fulfilling prophecy as they gather against Israel. 

· PRAY THE SAFETY OF ISRAELIS who live daily with the specter of death and destruction.  PRAY THEY SEE THEIR MESSIAH--the LORD JESUS CHRIST!
· Pray for Hanukkah observances: Festival of Lights – Wednesday, Dec. 21st – 27th.  Pray all Israel will know Jesus as the Light of the World; that His light would illumine their minds and scatter darkness. 
“Thus says the Lord GOD: ‘This is Jerusalem; I have set her in the midst of the nations and the countries all around her.” Ezekiel 5:5.  “Many people shall come and say, ‘Come, and let us go up to the house of the lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; He will teach us His ways, and we shall walk in His paths. For out of Zion shall go forth the law and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.”  Isaiah 2:3
The world’s desire for Jerusalem directly conflicts with God’s design, making it even more important that we heed His injunction in Psalm 122:6 and “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: may they prosper who love you.”  Amen.  
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