Pastor Jeff Williams: July 22, 2007

The Gospel of Luke: Part XV (Luke 6:46-49-Is Christ Really Your Lord?)

Have you ever had somebody seek your counsel? You give counsel that you think is best and watch them turn around and go the other way. Maybe as a parent, as a friend, as a coach, a teacher, you’ve told them, “If you go down this path, trouble’s coming,” and they go down that path anyway. 

Or maybe you’ve been on the other end of that, the other side of that fence: you’ve been the recipient of good counsel, somebody who tried to warn you;. you didn’t heed it, and you ended up regretting that.

I had a friend who came to me a few years back. He said, “I have to talk to you.” He had been through a painful divorce. I listened to him sobbing and throwing up many, many times. It was such a painful thing, as if there were any other kind of divorce but a painful divorce. This particular one was his second. It seemed as though he was just torn up from the inside out. He said, “What do I do? You have to help me. I’m starting my life anew.”
I said, “Here’s my counsel to you. You know I love you, but I don’t want you to see any women for at least two years. I don’t care who she is; I don’t care how nice she is; I don’t care how Christian she is; I don’t care how pretty she is; I don’t care about any of that. You need to heal up from the inside out. You need to focus on your walk with the Lord, focus on your children, your ministry, getting a job and just really focus in on life.” 

He said to me, “Yeah, but you know I’m reading a book, and this book is called Wild at Heart. Have you ever heard of that book? It’s for men. This book says that God has created men for adventure. We’re created to rescue damsels in distress.”
I said, “You know, that book is really heavy in testosterone. It’s really heavy in pop psychology, but it’s not very heavy in Scripture. I would not heed that book. I would listen to these words. You need rest; you need to dig deep in God.”

Within a few months, he told me he’d met a woman online. He’d flown on a plane to go meet her and her family. Now it looked as though they were going to get married. She was the Proverbs 31 woman. 

I said, “Don’t do this. Don’t do this!” They came to my house for pre-marriage counseling, and my counsel was “do not do this. This is a mistake.” They did it. Within a year, he was miserable and wanted a divorce. I went to go visit him on a vacation, and he said to me, “You have to get me out of this. How can I get out of this? You have to help me get away from this woman.”
I said, “You’re like the guy…I tell you ‘don’t do this. You’re going to go to jail.’ You do it, and you go to jail and now say, ‘Break me out of this joint.’” I was a little bit frustrated and said, “You know, you don’t listen to my advice ever, so why do you even ask? Why do you ask if you’re not going to listen?” By the way, he’s listening to this at home, and he’s going to shake his head and tell you everything I said is true. He’s listening now, and things are really starting to come together for him. That’s exciting and encouraging. Jesus, in Luke 6, asks a similar question of his followers. In Luke 6:46 (page 1021 of pew Bibles), Jesus says, “‘Why do you call me “Lord, Lord,” and do not do what I say?’” Why do you ask my counsel? Why do you come to me and listen to me teach, and you go out and just do whatever you want to do anyway? Why do you listen? Why do you call me Lord if you’re not going to heed what I tell you to do? 

It doesn’t make a lot of sense, really, does it? So Jesus says this and almost like you can take it one of two ways. You can either take it like “why do you call Me Lord and then do the exact opposite of what I say?” Or, you can look at it as Jesus saying, “Listen, when the outcome of My words is sure, why in the world would you not follow it? Why in the world would you not heed it when it’s the only way to live?”
Jesus then goes on to say this: “I will show you what he is like who comes to Me and hears My words and puts them into practice.” He says, “I’m about to tell you a parable of somebody who is living life as it’s meant to be lived.” He said there would be three action steps that will follow. Do you see them here?
He said, “The first is that ‘you will come to Me.’” That’s Ground Zero. That’s step one, to come to Jesus. If God is working in your life, and you are feeling drawn to Him for the first time, or drawn back to Him, or there’s a work of the Lord in your life that’s drawing you to God, understand that is God and not you. If you’re being drawn to the Father, that’s God working in your life. Do not pat your back. Do not applaud yourself; do not think “oh how righteous and holy I must be. I’m seeking God.” No, that is from God. Jesus says in John 6:44, “No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him.” That same chapter, Verse 65, Jesus says, “This is why I told you that no one can come to Me unless the Father has enabled him.” If you are coming to Christ, it is because God is working in your life. He is the beginning, middle and end of salvation- nothing in salvation that we can boast. So, the first thing is we come to Him. We follow God’s promptings. 
The second is that we listen, but the clincher is action step #3, that we put these words into practice. We have not benefited from coming to Him and listening to Him if we do not put them into practice. He’s going to tell us a parable. Now a parable literally means “to lie alongside of.” So with the words “to lie alongside of,” we have an earthly story with a spiritual meaning. So we listen to the earthly story, and then we discern through the Holy Spirit what the spiritual meaning is to that story. It’s going to tell the story of two men. We meet the first in Verse 48. He says, “The one who puts His words into practice is like a man building a house who dug deep down and laid the foundation on rock. When a flood came, a torrent struck that house but could not shake it because it was well-built.” Very important.
He says, “The house…” That’s a man; that’s anybody; that’s every man-it’s every person. “…built a house.” The house is your life. Your life is the total of your circumstances, of your conditions, of your thoughts, of your decisions, your actions or inactions: that is your relationship-your life. That’s the house that you and I are building. He says, “You can build that on the foundation.” The foundation-the rock-is Jesus Christ, His words; that is the foundation.

The torrent-the flood-that represents life’s demands, life’s struggles, life’s adversities, life’s trials and temptations. So, that’s the significance of the people or the representations in this story. Now, one thing I want you to notice-and this is vitally important-is that even those who build their lives on the foundation of Jesus Christ are going to encounter the torrents-the flood. That’s important to know. I wish I had better news for you. I wish Jesus had said, “And if you encounter,” but He does not say if; he says when. When it came, so it will come in all of our lives. Sometimes it comes at different points in our lives. It always looks different. Your flood-or your storm-is going to look different than mine. They will come at various points in our life with various degrees of intensity. 

Some people have their worst storms very early in life. As for me, I remember at five years old losing my father, almost losing my mother, and then having to live with poverty once my father was gone, so it was a pretty rough going in those early years. For some people, it’s their teen years, their young adult years, or their adulthood. Other people will encounter their major storms when they are senior citizens. You never know when the major storms are going to come, but know they will come to all of us. They will look different, but they will come. Jesus says they will come. He doesn’t try to candy-coat reality. He says “when they come,” but here’s the promise; the promise is that if we build our lives upon the foundation of His words, we will stand. Our house will stand. We will make it through that storm and into eternity.
I had the opportunity to meet some wonderful people while we were doing our missions trip to the Dominican and while I was in Sweden. That was one of the great benefits, just meeting people and listening to their stories. I spoke with a Christian worker who has pain with every step he takes. He said it’s like stepping on pins and needles every step he takes in both legs. The doctors cannot figure out what’s going on. Yet, he works tirelessly as a missionary, ignoring the pain. I said, “How do you do it?” 

He said, “God gives me the strength-supernaturally gives me the strength to face each day and take another step, literally and figuratively.” 

I met a woman there who had a son who had cerebral palsy, so his mind-his intellect-is sharp, but his physical body does not listen to the directives of his brain. So, his body twists and his face distorts. The community thought he was mentally handicapped and challenged. The community actually rejected him and the mother and left them. The church took them in and is helping them. The mother is just this beautiful, sweet lady. The Wednesday night when I ministered, I had a chance to talk with her after the service. She shared with me about the message I brought and how the Lord used it in her life. Here she is, raising this child without any government help, without understanding of his condition. She said, “By the grace of God, we make it through each day. God is so faithful. God is so good to me.”
I talked to a pastor who struggles with poverty. He doesn’t have very much money, and there are some in his congregation who have no food, no place to live and no medical care because they are immigrants. They have no rights there. He says to me, “God is faithful. God is my provider. God is my rock.” When he says that, there is hope in his voice. 

We met a young man who was working in construction and working very hard. He left his wife and his small child in Haiti and came to the Dominican Republic to make more money to bring back home. Soon he was going to go see his wife and child. He’d lost everything in a fire less than a year before-everything. He was starting over. He always had a smile and he radiated Christ. I talked to him through an interpreter. I asked, “How are you making it through?”

He said, “Jesus is everything to me. Jesus is everything to me.”

I met a woman who had gone through many decades of abuse from an abusive husband. He had told her for years she was nothing. He tormented her everyday of her life. Yet, that woman who had been so attacked and so beaten down, I saw hope in her and a radiance in her. She shared with me how much Jesus meant in her life.
I met a young woman while we were on a beach. All of us had been swimming or canoeing, and the church was gathering there on that beach. Military planes flew overhead, and there was a loud noise. She cringed. She ducked her head down and had an abnormal reaction to that noise. She shook and looked up at me and said, “I hate that sound!”

I asked why. She told me she’d been in the Iran/Iraq war, that her family was forced to leave the country because they were not in agreement with the political regime there in Iran. Her father was forced to stay behind as a political prisoner. She always hoped that one day she’d be reunited with her father, but it was not meant to be. He died while in captivity. In the rush to leave her country, she was separated from her mother and her sister. She and her son ended up in Sweden, and she said one day she hopes her family is together again. She shared with me that Jesus was everything to her. Jesus was healing her, and Jesus was the reason she was able to cope and make it in life. 
All of these different people… For some it was a physical problem, and for others it was emotional, scars of war. For others it was handicaps and their life or something other in their family’s life. One thing was common: all of them were enduring a flood. All of them had hope in Christ, and all of their houses were intact. They were making it through. Not only were they making it through, but there was hope and joy in their lives because of Jesus Christ. 

Jesus also talks about another person. This story doesn’t end so well. He says in Verse 49, “…but the one who hears My words and does not put them into practice…” Notice this person hears the Lord’s words, but does not put them into practice. “…is like a man who built his house on the ground without a foundation. The moment the torrent struck that house, it collapsed, and its destruction was complete.”
Do you know some people like that. You know some people who’ve ignored Godly counsel, and the results have been devastation in their lives: collapse, ruin, and destruction. It has not been good to watch. There are people like that. They hear words of truth. They hear words of counsel, words of admonition and warning sometimes. They think they know better than God.
My son and I did a lot of scouting when he was young. It seemed like everything we did with scouting involved inclement weather or conditions in some way. This particular trip didn’t look like it was going to be that way. We weren’t freezing in some cabin; we were outdoors in the beautiful Governor Dodge State Park. We were camping, and it was a day like today: hardly a cloud in the sky, a blue sky. 
We have been challenged this weekend. The weather has been killing us in our services. I don’t know what the other churches are going through, but we have just been nailed this weekend. Mr. Summer is our competition. 
[It was a] beautiful day, and the scout master, before we retired, said this: “Remember stake down your tents because there is a possible storm in the forecast, so I don’t want you to be caught off guard. I want you to be prepared. Make sure you stake down.” So we laid down our tarp and put up our tent. I said, “Okay, we’re done!”
My son says, “Hey, Dad, we should stake that down, right? He said we should stake it down because a storm might come.”

So I looked to the north, I looked to the south, I looked to the east and the west and determined that the forecaster and all of his short-sidedness was wrong. There was not a cloud in the sky. It was a peaceful night. I said, “No, son. We’ll be fine.” So, we retired for the night. 

I think you can tell by the context what happened. Pretty soon, the wind started to howl, and there was thunder like I’d never heard before. There was lightening so close you could feel it. I tried to shield him from the water which was coming into our tent because, as I said, it wasn’t staked down. Corners were blowing, and water was coming in, so I moved to a dry spot while holding him in my lap, hoping he wouldn’t wake up. Pretty soon it got so intense, the wind was just whipping the tent into us from any and all corners, and I could no longer keep him asleep. The water was just pouring in. 

He woke up, “What’s the matter? What’s going on?”
I said, “Son, we’re in a really bad storm.” It was so loud, and it was just like it was right there. Wind was whipping that thing around, and we were thinking, “We’re going to die.” It was scary! 
He said, “What are we going to do, Dad? We should have never come.”

I said, “Listen, pal, we have to make our way to some shelter. We’re going to have to get to the car.” So I struggled to find the flashlight as the tent was just whipping around everywhere while we were inside. I’m trying to find the zipper to get out of this thing. Then, we run to the car, and it’s coming down so torrentially, I can’t even see where our car is. Even when it would lightening, I couldn’t see because the rain was so hard. Finally, we get to our car, and the ranger soon comes by, and he has his horn on. He says, “There is a tornado warning. Every car must go to Cox Hollow immediately.” All of the cars went to the lake, so we could find shelter from the storm. We wrapped ourselves in blankets and settled up for a long night’s sleep, sitting in our car. 

Now, would the storm still have come had we been staked down? Sure, they would have, but I’ll tell you what: not having that staked down made it 10 times, 100 times worse than it should have been. In the morning, we went back to the campsite. There are all of the tents looking just the way they were before the storm hit, with one exception. Ours was no longer even there. I had to go on a hike in the woods to find our tent. It had blown away. I didn’t heed the counsel. I didn’t heed the advice, and the storm came. 
Somewhere along in history, there were some men who built a house on an old foundation, just there on the dirt. The son said, “Hey, Dad, shouldn’t we dig down to the rock?”

Dad said, “There are no floods here, Son. There is no bad weather here. Our house is going to be just fine.” The house was swept away.

It says, “They heard Jesus’ words, but they didn’t listen.” Do you know what that means? That means they were listening to somebody else’s words. Who you listen to will determine the foundation you build your life on. It’s really important to know who you are listening to because there are many voices in this world clamming for our attention. A lot of voices that sound really good and have some very tantalizing things to say: “Come over here. Listen to me.”

So, if we’re not listening to Jesus, that means we’re listening to someone else. If we’re not building our lives upon the foundation of His words, that means we’re building our lives on another foundation. You are building your life on something. You are listening to someone. If it’s not Christ, who is it? 

Is it a talking head on TV? Are you an Oprah junkie or whatever Dr. Phil says goes with you? That’s kind of who you follow. Whatever they say, that’s what you do. Or, is it some self-help person? You consume all their books, and whatever they say, that’s gospel. Maybe it’s a TV preacher. There are some good ones out there; and there are some not so good ones out there. Do you listen to what the TV preacher says or what Jesus says? There are a lot of philosophies out there that sound really good and tickle your ears. People go to those places by the droves and buy those books in mass. After all, the things Christ said here in the Sermon on the Plain, some of those pills have been very hard to swallow, haven’t they? That’s some pretty tough teaching. Who do you listen to?
Do you listen to Wall Street? Is that what determines what you do with your life, your time and your resources-which way the Dow is pointing at a given time, what the economy is doing? 

Is it a politician? Whatever that politician says, “That’s what I’m going to do, and I’ll follow that politician to the ends of the earth.” It doesn’t matter who they are or what they say. If you’re following a person, other than Jesus Christ, you are building your life on a foundation that is like sand on the shore. It’s not going to hold up to the floods of life. It’s certainly not going to last into eternity. 

Listen to the words of Paul as he writes in Colossians 2:6 (page 1166). Would you turn there please and read along? He says, “So then, just as you receive Christ Jesus as Lord…” as master, “continue to live in Him, rooted and built up in Him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.” Knowing you have truth, grateful for truth, this is a warning. He says, “See to it that no one takes you captive…” Whose job is that? That’s your job, isn’t it? That’s your job. See to it that no one takes you captive. So if you’re not going to be taken captive, you have to know what the truth is, right? If you know what the truth is, you’re not going to follow error. “…that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ.”
What is it? What’s the philosophy behind it? What are they really saying? Does this come from the Bible? Is this based on the words of Christ? People follow the hollow, deceptive advice because it sounds good. It tickles their ears. It’s not demanding; it’s not challenging. It promises all kinds of wonderful things, so they follow. But Christ’s words, those were hard, hard words. 
“For in Christ,” Paul says, “all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form…” Deity is God. Paul says, “For in Jesus, all of the fullness of God lives.” Don’t let anybody tell you the Bible teaches that Christ was just a man, a good teacher, or a philosopher. That’s nonsense. He says, “All the fullness of God lives in bodily form, and you have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and every authority.” If you asked that question, analyzed it, and said, “Well, I think I’ll listen to this person” or “I think I’ll listen to this author, this preacher, this talking head on TV, this politician, or this journalist more than I’ll follow Christ.” I don’t care how many credentials [they have] behind their name or letters, degrees, how impressive their resume is; it doesn’t have this in their resume: Creator of the World and Lord of the Universe. Try competing with that.

So why do we have to heed Jesus’ Word? What’s so special about Jesus that makes Him the only foundation to build my life upon? He’s the One who made it all. He made you; He knows how you tick; He knows how life works: He’s the only source you need.  If all you had was this book right here (the Bible), you could take every other self-help book, tape, or sermon, preacher-myself included-and throw it all in the ocean, you have everything you need to build a solid foundation for your life that will stand through the floods. Amen?
Now, what is some homework here? For some of you who are really serious about this, here’s what I recommend you do. We’re finishing now the Sermon on the Plain. That’s it for the Sermon on the Plain. Remember there’s a Sermon on the Mount in Matthew, and there’s a Sermon on the Plain in Luke. They are a similar teaching, but they are different events, different times in the life of Christ. Go back through the Sermon on the Plain. As you do that, you’ll think about sermons we’ve talked about in past weeks. Start looking at the things Jesus says, and say, “Okay, what’s tripping me up? What words have I listened to but not followed? What words have I outright rebelled against?” Then write it down. Here’s what I’m struggling with. You get that list, and you say, “Okay, what would my life look like if I followed this teaching? How would my life change if I really did what Jesus said to do?” Then pray over that and ask God to help you to do that. 
The second thing to do is write down the major influences in your life. Maybe it’s a speaker, a politician, an author, a talking head on TV, or a person in your life: whomever that is, take their words of counsel and look at that and say, “Does this person or this thing have more influence in my life than Jesus Christ have? Do their words have more weight in my life than Christ does?” If that’s true, then stop right there. Thank God for that person. Thank God for their influence if it’s positive, but ask that Jesus Christ take that place in your life. [Ask] that His words be your main priority that you live and build your life upon, and watch what God does in your life. Amen?

Let’s stand together and pray. 

Lord, guide us when to know what we are building our lives upon: foundation. There is only one true foundation. Lord, though we wish it were different, though we wish it were an “if” and not a “when” for the storms and floods of life, it is a humbling thing to know that we will all encounter them. They’ll come in different packages at different times and in different intensities, but every one of us-even those who name Your name-are going to encounter these storms. We can have the confidence that if we built our lives upon Your truth, our house will stand. God, I pray for that one who has heard Your Word and has walked the other way. I pray that You would draw them to Yourself. I pray that You would help them to see the consequence, to see the direction they are heading. If they are building their life on a foundation other than Christ, they would stop; and they’d repent, and they’d follow You. Thank you, Lord, for the Sermon on the Plain and all the things we’ve learned and the truths that have challenged us to the very core of our being. Help us now to live these truths. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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