Pastor Jeff, May 1, 2005:

We’re tal king about spiritual chanpions. You know
|l ove it when the bully gets it. You’'re watching a
novi e and the bad guy gets what’s conming to him
That 's al ways the highlight of the filmfor ne. O
even inreal life, when a bully gets it, gets

hi s/ her “just due,” it’s a good thing. | cane
across a video that really tickled ny funny bone.
It was a shot where a nartial arts expert was in
one of our large cities to filma video on howto
def end yoursel f agai nst street attacks.

| ronically, one of those happens while he is there
filmng this video. Across the street fromthe
hot el where he was staying, a pinp was physically
abusi ng a wonman, assunm ng she was one of the wonen
that worked for him The man heard the conmoti on
and went across the street, confronting the pinp.
He said, “Take your hands off that woman; |eave her
al one. Sonet hing bad’s gonna happen to ya if ya
don’t.” Scared enough sense into the pinp that the
pi np backed off and the karate instructor felt Iike
It was a safe situation, turned around and started
to wal k back to the hotel.

The pinp had | ost face there in front of his pinp
friends, and he decided he was going to defend his
honor. So he proceeds to verbally challenge the

I nstructor. You don’t hear this on the tape; and
there is no audio other than the narrator telling
us what is going on because it is shot frominside
a buil ding | ooking down on the scene of the street.
You can’t hear the dial og outside; you just rely on
the narrator. So they grab the pinp, and they’re
trying to hold himback, and he’s pulling and
tugging to the point where his t-shirt is starting
torip off, kinda like the Incredible Hul k when he
changes. He bursts out of the t-shirt, and now
nothing i s holding himback. He starts going across
the street to confront the martial arts instructor,
who has now stopped, turned around, and begins



assessing the situation. The narrator is

descri bing that what the pinp doesn’t know is that
the man he is about to affront is a martial arts
instructor. I'msitting there thinking, “This is
gonna be good. This is gonna be good.” He cones
wal ki ng up there as such, and the pinp just waits
calmy for him As soon as he gets within striking
di stance, what is he going to do? Hay-ya! Yah! |
don’t know what he’s going to do. |’'mjust excited,
and he goes like this; | didn’t expect this
nove..and neither did the pinp: He goes BAMB, with
his forearm catches the guy across the face and
the neck, and drops himlike a rock. The pinp is
lying in the street-QUT. The nmartial arts

I nstructor waits, nmakes sure he’s taken care of.
Finally, he turns around, raised his shoulders I|ike
“what else could I do?” and wal ked away. They pick
up the pinp, and he kind of staggers across the

ot her street, enbarrassed and rightly so.

It’s good when the bully gets it, right? W like to
see strong people cone to the defense of the
hel pl ess and the weak. So what does that have to do
wi th Special Touch Mnistries? | "mworking on that.
| haven’t figured it out, but it was a good story,
and | did want to share it with you.

It does have sonething to do with today’s nessage.
In Psalns 82:3, God’s word says, “Defend the cause
of the weak and fatherless. Maintain the right to
the poor and repressed. Rescue the weak and needy.
Deliver themfromthe hand of the w cked.” In other
words, God says, “If you want to be a hero in ny
sight, help those who cannot hel p thensel ves.

Def end t hose who need defending. Help those who
are bullied.” He’s tal king here about bullies.

God is saying, “Beat up a bully! Cone to the

def ense of those who need your hel p!”

The nmedia we saw was very well done today. But |
want to tell you sonething: Every single person you
saw at that canp has been bullied. And | don’t
mean physically. Maybe sone of them have been



physically bullied. But there are sone bullies that
torment those people. There is the bully of

despair, which tells themthey are different, and
there is no hope, and life will never change for
them There is the bully of Ioneliness, which says,
“You know what? This is your ot inlife, and
you’'re different. You’re not going to have

happi ness. ” There is the bully of rejection, as
peopl e who may | augh at them or nmake fun of them
or turn away fromthemin disgust. That bully picks
on themall the time. There are bullies of fear.
There are bullies of being deval ued by the world,
because they are not “normal;” they are of |ess

val ue.

God says in his word, “Beat up a bully. Find
sonebody who is weak or lonely or in despair, and
beat that bully up. Beat |oneliness up. Strike a
death bl ow to despair.”

Show sonebody who needs your help that they matter
to you, and they matter to God. That’s what this is
about today. This isn’t just about Special Touch.
This is about our church becom ng strategic with
reaching out to people with special needs. You
know Jesus was strategic with that. Look at his
body of work. Wo did Jesus spend nost of his tine
mnistering to and helping? Was it the rich? Was
It the elite? The politically promnent? The
powerful ? The aristocracy of his day? O was it in
fact the poor? The oppressed? The defensel ess? The
children who didn’t have a voice? The w dows who
didn’t have a voice? The crippled? The paral yzed?
The blind? The beggar? The di seased? The man or
woman struck with | eprosy? Jesus was continually
drawn and attracted to them The disciples would
say, “He doesn’t have tine for you.” And the crowd
woul d push him back. “He doesn’t have tine for you
out casts! ” Jesus woul d always correct them Jesus
woul d al ways go agai nst the status quo, and he
woul d reach out and minister to those who had
speci al needs.



There is a verse in the Bible that |’ve read and
you’ve read, and it just caught ne between the eyes
this week. | thought “Man-o-nman!” When | read that
and really caught a hold of it, | thought, ™“Boy,
have | dropped the ball on this one!” And | bet you
have too.

Luke 14:12, it says, “Jesus had just finished

di ning at the hone of a prom nent Pharisee, and he
said, ‘Wen you give a luncheon or dinner, do not
invite your friends.” | want to say this: this
verb, do not invite, neant do not invite-to the
exclusion of others, or do not only invite. Jesus
Isn’t saying here, “Wen you throw a party, don’t
ever invite your famly; don’t ever invite
friends.” He’s not saying that’s bad or w ong.

What he’s trying to adnmonish us is don’t only,

al ways, and forever invite only famly and friends.
Invite your brothers or sisters, or relatives, or
rich neighbors. |If you do, they may invite you
back, and so you’ll be repaid. But when you give a
banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the | ane,
the blind, and you’ll be bl essed.

Al t hough they cannot repay you, you will be repaid
at the Resurrection of the R ghteous. And usually
when you read that, you say, “Wasn’t that kind of
cute, kind of nice?” But did he really nean it?
Did he really nmean for the church to get strategic
and go out of our way to invite people with speci al
needs into our lives, into our homes? | think he
did. I think he did because it’s in the inperative
tense, which is a conmand tense, present and
active-neani ng now. Be strategic. Wen was the |ast
time sonme people with econom c concerns were
invited into your hone for a neal? O sonebody wth
ot her special needs that you reached out to
strategically and invited themin and built a
friendship with them

| wll tell you sonething: | read this and | went,
“| have dropped the ball.” And | bet you if we
took a raise of hands this norning, a |lot of hands



woul d go up and say, “l dropped the ball.” W want
to change that as a body and as a church. W
bel i eve God has sone good things for our church to
do, and we’re going to start with Special Touch
Mnistries and the mnistry of Pastor Brad. Brad
has been a friend of mne for years, as well as
Pastor Sean. | was hel ping himas his proctor when
he was studying for the mnistry, and what he has
done is prepared a nessage to us about what the
body of Christ is to be about. What we will be
doing while Brad is reading his text, is reading it
off the screen. |f for sone reason you have

probl ens reading fromthe screen, feel free to nove
up toward the front. Mst of you should be able to
see the words. The font is big enough so that you
can read along with what he has to share. Let’s

wel cone Pastor Brad to our church this norning.



