Pastor Jeff Williams: January 20, 2008

Heroes: Part IV: “Enemy Encounters”

We are talking this morning about Enemy Encounters. When you seek to do a good work for the Lord, you will encounter opposition.  You will encounter attack. Mark my words; [I] guarantee it. It will happen. So we’re going to see from Nehemiah how he was attacked and how he dealt with those attacks. 

I’m going to begin with reading a quote from Robert Kennedy. I was too young to remember when JFK was assassinated, and I barely remember when Dr. King was assassinated. I do have a little stronger recollection of when Bobby Kennedy was assassinated. What a dark time when so many promising men were taken from us in the ‘60s. I remember even as a young boy his words really inspiring me. There was something about the things that he said that inspired me to think about possibilities. This is what Bobby Kennedy wrote in one of his speeches: “The future does not belong to those who are content with today, apathetic toward common problems and their fellow man alike, timid and fearful in the face of new ideas and bold projects. Rather it will belong to those who can blend vision, reason and courage in a personal commitment to the ideals and great enterprises of American Society.” 
“It is from numberless diverse acts of courage and belief that human history is shaped. Each time a man stands for an ideal or acts to improve the lot of others or strikes out against injustice, he sends forth a tiny ripple of hope.”
“There are those who look at things the way they are and ask why. I dream of things that never were and ask why not.” (All three quotes above were from R. Kennedy; however, they were from different speeches.)
[Those are] some pretty powerful words spoken there. They are words that could have been spoken by Nehemiah because he was such a heroic man. He was such a man who would stand up against injustice. He was a man who when he saw a need, [he] looked at his abilities and said, “I can fill that. I can do something about that.” He was a man who wanted to make-and did make-a difference in his world. He was one of the heroes of the Bible. We are going to see how he dealt with opposition and how he took on the challenges God had in store for his life. 
Nehemiah lived in a time when what seems like most of Israel’s existence was under oppression under the rule of foreign powers. If you recall history, Nebekenezzer had swept in and taken the Israelites and Judea into captivity. For 70 years, they lived under the hand of Nebekenezzer when the Meads and Persians came, and they conquered the Babylonians. So as Nehemiah writes this book, he is under the Persian Empire. The king is a man by the name of Artaxerxes. Israel is still his homeland. He’d never lived there, but that was the place of his ancestors. That was the place of his faith. He was still very much a Hebrew. It’s in his blood. It was in his faith, so that is his homeland. One day, as he was working as the cupbearer for the king… The cupbearer was the one who tasted the food and tasted the wine to make sure nobody was trying to take the life of the king, so he had a very important position-a very trustworthy position-of protecting the king. Job security was the king didn’t die. As long as the king didn’t die from something he ate or drank, your job was safe. So he had this cushy job working in a palace, tasting food for the king-not a bad gig, right? God is going to call him to leave that place of comfort, a place of familiarity, and go to the land of his ancestors to begin the work of building the wall of Jerusalem. The wall in those days was the first line of defense. In fact, if you didn’t have a wall around your capital, you really couldn’t be considered a credible nation or country. Today, it would be like a country having no defense whatsoever. How credible are they? They are vulnerable to attack. Israel was vulnerable to extinction because its walls were down. There was a temple there; there was a remnant that was living there. Yet, it still remained in a state of disarray and chaos because its wall was down. 
Nehemiah’s brother came to visit him. Nehemiah inquired about his trip to Jerusalem. “How is Jerusalem? What’s going on?”
He said, “It’s bad news, bro. Israel is in ruins. The wall is down; it’s rubble. There is not one stone left upon another. It’s burned. It’s a sad state of affairs. We are a laughing stock for the surrounding nations.”

When Nehemiah heard this news, he was troubled and disturbed. He went to God in prayer. As he was praying, God laid it upon his heart to rebuild the wall, to do something about the problem he found. 

Friends, God has called you and me to be builders of walls.  When we see a breach; when we see something that is destroyed; when we see something that is knocked down that should be built up-it might be a life, it might be a marriage, it might be a particular people group who are suffering… It could be the elderly; it could be the oppressed in some way; it could be the poor; it could be children; it could be abused women; it could be the homeless; it could be anything that is broken down that God has called the church to respond to and to rebuild that which is broken-that’s your wall. We’re going to see from Nehemiah that building a wall of brick and mortar was an intensely spiritual thing. You wouldn’t think that rebuilding a wall was a spiritual act, but it was because Satan did not want that wall to go up. He did not want Jerusalem to be reestablished again as the capital and worship of God; [he did not want] revival of that land to take place. So he is going to throw everything at Nehemiah that he possibly can. The same weapons that he used against Nehemiah are the weapons that are used against the church today. We’re going to see how he combated those things. 
Some of you might want to read Nehemiah; we’ll get to it eventually in our year study, but some of you may want to go home and start reading some of it. We’re going to scan over these chapters, and we’ll focus in on several verses. The first thing Nehemiah does is pray. He prays a prayer of confession, of his sins and the sins of his country, his people. Then he prays a prayer of recollection to God of his promises. He’s reminded that if God says, “If my people will repent, I will restore them,” so that promise stays with Nehemiah all the way through the project. He remembers the promise of God. It’s a reliable promise. It’s not like the promises man gives. God is not like man; God keeps his promises. 

We had a promise from a new garbage company (in our neighborhood). They wanted to take over our garbage pickup. The way they sold it was by telling the township, “We even come on Christmas and Thanksgiving. We’ll pick up your trash every week, every time.” Then it got to be, “We want to take Christmas and Thanksgiving off.” Then, as years when by, it was like, “It’s Arbor Day. We can’t come today. It’s Flag Day.” They broke their promise. People break their promises; God doesn’t. 
Nehemiah remembers that fact, the faithfulness of God. 

Thirdly, he prays for favor with King Artaxerxes because if he’s going to leave and go back to his homeland, he needs permission from his boss to do so. He might be killed if he deserts his post. So, he has to have favor with the king. That’s what his prayer consists of. 
I want you to notice all the way through the book before he begins his ministry, while his ministry is going on, Nehemiah prays all the time. In fact, the king is going to ask him in the next chapter, “Nehemiah, what’s wrong?”

Nehemiah says, “Then I prayed,” and he begins to speak. Nehemiah was always surrounding everything he did in prayer. Where would Faith Community Church be today if not for prayer? The answer: it wouldn’t be. It wouldn’t be. This church exists because of prayers. Before we even started, there were months of prayer. Hundreds of people were praying for this ministry to come into existence. There was praying for God’s guidance and praying for God’s favor. Prayer is a key. When you struggle in the flesh to do something, it’s one thing; but when you struggle first in prayer… How does the saying go? “When we work, we work, but when we pray, God works.” 

For a long time, we talked about wanting to get a Hispanic ministry going here at Faith Community Church. It seems like we have a large amount of people who speak Spanish in our church and have a passion for Spanish-speaking people. It seems like every mission trip we take, we go to a Spanish-speaking community. The missions team just voted again to go to the D.R. in 2009, so we’re going back again. Every time we take a love offering, thousands of dollars come in-whether it’s for Guatemala or Dominican Republic. The last two love offerings collected over $12,000! That’s a lot of money for two spontaneous offerings. We’ve got a heart for those folks. 

In our church, people ask, “Pastor, when are we going to start a ministry for the Spanish community?” We have others with gifts and so forth, so we pray. 

Are we going to rent a 12-step building? Will we start holding them on Sunday afternoons like when we have our ministry there on Sundays? Do we start holding them here once our new building is done, and I’ll just get a translator? I’ll preach a message here. While music is going on here, I’ll preach in there. How are we going to work this? Who can translate? Or maybe Jesse Thompson, one of our pastors on staff, maybe he should preach. We’re grappling with this thing; we’re trying to figure it out. I’m thinking, “How can I communicate and reach the Spanish?” I’m not sure I can totally relate to that sub-culture as I’d like to. I can preach all right, but wouldn’t it be great to have somebody who really understands what they’re going through to minister them? So, we as a staff would pray about it. We’d think about it, we’d brainstorm, but we would pray.

Let me tell you some news. Our trustees know about this; our elders are behind it; our staff knows about it. Some of the people in missions know about it, but some of you might not know about this. Two weeks ago, we added a full-time minister to our staff. His name is Pastor Tulio Durãn. His children have been in our children’s ministry. He is full-time to the Spanish-speaking of Rock County, and it’s not going to cost our church a dime, not a dime. He has been a missionary in Spain, the same mission as Tim and Susana Gretschmann, who came and spoke and said a prayer a couple of weeks ago. His mission organization sent him to Janesville to start a church for the Hispanic community. They’re paying 100 percent of his salary, and that church is going to start right here. It’s going to be a ministry of our church. He’s starting a Bible study locally very soon. We’re forming a team from our congregation of Spanish-speaking people with computer skills, administrative skills, music skills and talents, and Pastor Tulio will be their pastor. He’ll give the sermons in Spanish, and that will be our congregation. They will meet at 11 o’clock in the morning on Sundays, the same slot as our 11 o’clock service. [They’ll] utilize our nursery, our children’s church. They’ll be on our computer web site. Everything we do, everything we have, is theirs. They’re our church, our ministry. How did that happen? How’d we go from scratching our heads, saying, “How in the world are we going to minister to this growing population in our community?” Do you see a lot of Spanish-speaking services, churches, as you drive around town? They’re everywhere, aren’t they? No, they’re hardly anywhere, hardly anywhere. I believe we’re going to draw from Rockford; we’re going to draw from Madison, being right on the interstate; we’re going to draw from surrounding communities as Tulio pastors that flock. That, friends, was prayer. 
Nehemiah realizes that. He goes before the king. The king says, “Why are you sad? You’re not usually sad, Nehemiah. Why are you sad today?” 
Nehemiah said, “Why shouldn’t I be sad? My home land is in ruins. The wall is down.” He starts telling the king all the problems. 

The king says, “What do you want me to do?”

Nehemiah says, “Well, what I’d really like to do is have permission to go back.”

He says, “What do you need? How long are you going to be gone?”

So Nehemiah starts telling him, “I need this many supplies. I’m going to need this person to help me. I’m going to need this permission. I’m going to need this much support. Here’s how long I’ll be gone.”

King Artaxerxes says, “Go with my blessing.”

The first thing he does is he scouts it out. He goes with a few guys, and he goes at night. He just begins to ride around by himself. Those three guys stay put, and he goes around looking at the different gates and walls. While he’s looking, God bursts in his heart, “You can do this. Here’s how.”

Then Nehemiah’s going to go back, having clearly heard from God and receiving favor from the king, he’s going to go back and vision cast. He’s going to say, “Here’s what we’re going to do. Here’s how we’re going to rebuild the walls.” 
Verse 17 of Nehemiah Chap 2 (page 473 of the pew Bibles) reads, “'You see the trouble we are in: Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its gates have been burned with fire. Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, and we will no longer be in disgrace.’ I also told them about the gracious hand of my God upon me and what the king had said to me.

“They replied, ‘Let us start rebuilding.’ So they began this good work.”

Now they stay there for a time, and they’re trying to recruit volunteers. They’re trying to assess a strategy and a plan. While they’re there working on this, word gets out to the enemies of Israel that Israel is going to rebuild the wall.  Now, Israel becomes a threat to them again because they remember the glory days. They remember the other situations when Israel was great. They start to see Israel as a threat. They begin saying, “We have to stop this. We have to stop it.”
In Verse 19 there are three men we are going to be very familiar with before we’re done: Sanballat, Tobiah and Geshem. But when Sanballat, Tobiah and Geshem “heard about it, they mocked and ridiculed us. ‘What is this you are doing?’ they asked. ‘Are you rebelling against the kings?’

“I answered them by saying, ‘The God of Heaven will give 
success. We his servants will start rebuilding, but as for you, you have no share in Jerusalem or any claim or historic right to it.’”

We said earlier when you seek to do a good work for God, when you seek to rebuild a wall, you’re going to encounter opposition. The opposition we’re going to talk about this morning is opposition from without, attacks in the way that they come-but they will come. 
The first methodology they try is ridicule. Now, we’re going to skip over Chapter 3. Chapter 3, though, I want you to look at for a second. Look at Chapter 3. Do you see all those big words? Do you see all those big names you can’t pronounce? This guy is going to do this job; this guy is the son of that guy. Turn the page, and all of the way through there… Do you see that chapter? That probably looks like some of the most boring reading you’ve ever seen, right? Well, in two months, we’re going to give an update as to how the adults are doing against the children in Bible reading. If we’re losing, I’m preaching this chapter, okay? If we start losing, I’m coming back here. We’re going to go through every name in Hebrew. I don’t care how many weeks it takes us. It’s going to be long and dry. Be forewarned. So we’re going to jump to Chapter 4. 

In Chapter 4, Sanballat hears the news, and he’s mad. Here’s what he says (page 474 of pew Bibles), “‘What are those feeble Jews doing? Will they restore their wall?’” Yes. “‘Will they offer sacrifices?’” Yes. “‘Will they finish in a day?’” No. “‘Can they bring the stones back to life from these heaps of rubble-burned as they are?’” Yes. 

Tobiah jumps in, and he says, “‘What they are building—if even a fox jumped on it, he would break down their walls of stones!’”

Then you can almost hear everybody laughing. That was a joke, so everyone was laughing, “Tobiah, you’re hilarious! Toby, you’re the man! That is really funny stuff!” Israel hears this. They hear this mocking; they hear this ridicule! 

Nehemiah says it’s discouraging them. It’s causing them to lose heart a little bit. 
When you were a kid, somebody made fun of you. They made fun of your ears, your nose, your teeth, your tummy, your complexion, your feet, your posture, the way you didn’t do well in sports, the way you couldn’t read; you remember how mean kids could be, right? When they mocked and ridiculed you, it would hurt, wouldn’t it? In fact, it still does. It still does. It’s one of the most childish, sophomoric weapons you can think of, but sometimes the enemy will use mocking and ridiculing to discourage you. He will- he’ll use it.
I can remember, as we were vision-casting, with the bank, I was very excited. I prepared our numbers; I took our projections, and I went to the bank. I said, “You know we have this land we’ve been paying on. We’re getting ready to build. Here’s what we want to build.” I showed them the blueprints. “Here’s how much it’s going to cost, and here’s what we project we’ll have in income once we move into our new building. So what do you say? Can we get a loan?”

He said, “Let me talk to my boss.” He comes back, and, friends, he basically laughed at me, like literally laughed at me. It was like a cackle, “We just really think those numbers are way too inflated. We just think you need to be content with where you’re at. One of these days when you grow up, little fellow, you’ll realize that’s a lot of money. Good luck to you. It just isn’t going to happen.”

I was so ashamed and embarrassed when I left that place. I had been laughed at! I was told our dream wasn’t going to happen. I had those “Nehemiah 2” days. I had days where I’d drive out here by myself at night, get out of my car, and just sit in the grass where there was no building. I’d listen to the [cars on the] interstate drive by and just pray to try to be encouraged. I’d say, “God, You can do this. I know You can. I know that You’re able. I’m not going to be discouraged. I’m not going to listen to them when they mock us or ridicule us and tell us our dream isn’t going to happen! It’s going to happen!” I’d leave encouraged because I’d met with God. 
I have to confess to you that years later, I met that same banker. We were at a restaurant, and he said, “Hey, how’s it going? Did you ever build that building?”

I was like, “Yeah, we’ve been in it for a long time. We paid it off 15 years early! We have built on to a second phase. That’s done, and now we’re getting ready to build a third!” I have to tell you-I have to confess to you-that was a little bit fun. In my flesh, not in the spirit, that was just a little bit too much fun! Thanks to God for His faithfulness! 
So, that’s not going to work with Nehemiah! A little laughing, he can take it. So, they’re going to try another tactic. It says when they hear that we still were rebuilding the wall and getting very close, they became angry. Verse 8 says, “They all plotted together to come and fight against Jerusalem and stir up trouble against it. But we prayed to our God and posted a guard day and night to meet this threat.”

We weren’t looking for a fight, but if a fight would come, Nehemiah says, “We’re going to be ready.” So half of the men stopped working, and they took up shields, spears, swords, and knives. The other half worked on the brick and mortar. 
Then he inspired them. He says in Verse 14, “…‘Don’t be afraid of them. Remember the Lord…’” Remember whose side we are on! Remember who called us to build this wall! Remember whose city this is! “‘Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome, and fight for your brothers, your sons and your daughters, your wives and your homes.’”
In Verse 18, he talks about placing them strategically with people with trumpets. In Verse 19, he says, “‘The work is extensive, and we’re all spread out, and we are widely separated from each other… Whenever you hear the sound of the trumpet, join us there. Our God will fight for us!’”
That’s an important principle. Nehemiah says, “Listen, when you hear the trumpet, it’s not calling you to dinner. When you hear the trumpet, there’s trouble. Whenever that trumpet sounds, you pick up your sword, your shield, your knife, your spear, and you run to the sound of that trumpet.”

Then, here is what he says, “‘God will fight for us.’”

Friends, I’m going to make a statement-that might sound a little strange to you-where it talks about spiritual warfare, attacks and encounters with the enemy. You have never defeated Satan in your life. You never will defeat Satan. You’re not defeating him now, and you won’t tomorrow. You have never won a spiritual battle. You have never defeated the powers of darkness or the powers of evil. You never have; you never will; you never can.
Some of you are seeing where I’m going. There’s only one. There is only one that has done that. He did it through the cross. Colossians 1 says, “Through His work on the cross, He disarmed the principalities and powers.”
Any victory you have is a victory that He has won. There is this mentality that I have heard through the years that spiritual warfare goes around looking for a fight… “Where’s the devil? Let me at him! I’m going to give him a black eye! I’m going to show him a what-for.”

It’s not in the Bible, friends. That’s not what spiritual warfare is about. 

We’re going to take a look right now at a clip from The Passion of the Christ. This is a scene where Jesus is in the Garden of Gethsemane, and He’s praying. He’s about ready to go to the cross, and there is that inner-conflict, “Father, if it be Thy will, let this cup pass from Me, yet not as My will, but thou be done.” 
In the Garden, He encounters the temptation of Satan. Mel (Gibson) is going to take a little artistic license; he is going to introduce a serpent here, like a serpent from the Garden. The serpent is going to come and attempt to strike the Lord as He’s praying, before He goes to experience His passion. Let’s watch the clip right now.

The foreshadowing of the victory is going to come. In Genesis, remember God says to Adam and Eve, “The serpent will strike you on the heal, but He-the seed that is to come-will crush the serpent’s head.” [This will be] the foreshadowing of the victory that we have gained in Christ.
We’re going to leave Nehemiah. You need to bookmark that for a second. We’re going to look at three predominant passages that deal with spiritual warfare and the attacks of the enemy in its various shapes and methods.

[Let’s turn to] Ephesians 6:10 (page 1160). The Apostle Paul is talking about spiritual warfare, and he writes these words, “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in His mighty power. Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.”

As Nehemiah fought that fight, he recognized that it was a spiritual battle, that there was an enemy who sought to end that work. 

“…Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes…” When it’s unleashed against you, when you encounter the enemy… “…you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. Stand firm then…” Paul tells us. So the message of Ephesians 6 is what? Stand firm. Be clothed in God’s armor, and stand firm. Be strong in Christ. 
Then, turn over to James 4, page 1198. James is writing in Verse 7, “Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come near to God and He will come near to you.” Submit to God; resist the devil; come near to God in spiritual attacks.
[Turn] one book over to the Book of 1 Peter 5:8 (page 1203) where Peter is writing, “Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.” You take him on! You clean his clock! You fight him! “Resist him, standing firm in your faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.”

Do you see a theme there? Each is talking about opposition and encounters with evil and darkness. What’s the theme? Resist. Stand firm in Christ. Keep on the wall. Keep on fighting! You don’t stop! That’s what Nehemiah does. 

Well, they’re going to try another tactic. They’re going to try another way. They’re going to try the buddy way in Chapter 6:2 (page 476).  They send a message, and they say, “Come, let us meet together in one of the villages on the plain of Ono.” Come on down! “Let’s forget about the past, [let’s make a] new future” because the wall is almost done now, right? Here’s another tactic; they’re just going to buddy-up. This is a tactic called distraction. They try to get you to stop God’s work. It’s a distraction. It looks pretty safe. It looks pretty inviting, but it’s a distraction. It’s a delay. Nehemiah sees through it. He says, “I am carrying on a great project and cannot go down.” That should be the attitude of the believer when we encounter distractions. “Why should I stop work, leave it and come down to you? Four times they sent me the same message…” They must have thought that was a pretty good strategy. “…and each time I gave them the same answer.” So he refuses to be distracted. So mocking and ridiculing don’t work; bullying and intimidating don’t work; distraction doesn’t work. Now, they’re going to try distortion. We’re going to twist the truth. 

They send Nehemiah a letter, and it says (in 6:6), “…It is reported among the nations-and Geshem says it is true…” By the way, if Geshem says it’s true, I’m sure it is (speaking sarcastically). “…that you and the Jews are plotting to revolt, and therefore you are building the wall.”  You want to be king, and you’re going to make a proclamation that you want to be king. “We’re going to take this report back to Artaxerxes. He’s going to stop what you’re doing.” That’s the threat. They will take this distortion of the truth. Nehemiah would be governor, but not king. They’re going to take it back to the king, and he’s going to see you as a political threat to his empire. By the way, that strategy worked before. If you read Ezra, when Zerubbabel was trying to rebuild the temple, the same kind of folks a couple of decades earlier had tried the same stunt. They said, “Hey, we don’t want this city rebuilt. Look in the archives. These guys are bad news.” It worked. The king called a halt to the project for a while until the next king came into power.
So, this worked. By the way, that was a different Artaxerxes than this Artaxerxes if you read that book.

But it isn’t going to work with Nehemiah. The best way to correct a distortion of the truth is with the truth itself. He says in Verse 8, “…Nothing like what you are saying is happening; you are just making it up out of your head.” He continued to work on. 

People will twist the truth and distort the truth. They’ll even tell you there is no such thing as truth to get you to be quiet or to get you to stop the work. 

I heard a story about a Catholic priest who was invited to a debate.  At this debate there was going to be some people who were hostile toward matters of faith and hostile towards the Bible. One of the women he was sitting next to was very rude and disrespectful to the priest. She had flat out told him she didn’t respect his God; she didn’t respect his church; she didn’t respect his position; she didn’t respect his Bible. She said, “Who are you to tell me what’s right and wrong? Do you know what determines what’s right and wrong? I do. Every person determines what’s right and wrong. There is no such thing as absolute truth! There is no such thing as absolute morality. The only truth present is the truth I establish! Everybody is his or her own gods, and we all decide as a society, as individuals, what truth is. Don’t you try to push your right and wrong down my throat. I’ll have none of it!” She just went off on this priest. What she didn’t realize was while she was in her tirade, the priest reached over and grabbed her purse from her chair. As she is talking and yelling at him, he is going through her purse. He’s looking through her purse and saying, “Ah ha.” She didn’t even realize it. He took out her wallet, “Go ahead.” He opened it up and grabbed her money. He took her money out and started putting it in his pocket, “Ah ha.” He grabbed her credit cards, started taking them out and putting them in his pocket. She said, “Wait a second! What are you doing with my purse? You’re taking my money. You can’t take my money!”
He looks at her, and he says, “Why not? If we all just make our own rules… There is no such thing as right and wrong. There is no such thing as absolute truth. This is my truth. If there is no God, then there is no absolute morality. Everybody can make up their own rules to live by, ‘The Wild, Wild West.’ What’s wrong with me taking your purse if there is no right and wrong and right and wrong are determined relatively by the individuals?”

We don’t look for a fight, but when a fight comes, we stand up for truth. 

Well, he tries another thing. He tries deception. I’m out of time, so I have to wrap it up. Later on in the chapter, they try another way. They try to trick him, “They’re going to kill you. We have to meet at the church. You have to meet in the sanctuary. They want to kill you tonight! You have to meet me there!”
So Nehemiah says in Verse 11, “‘Should a man like me run away? Or should one like me go into the temple to save his life? I will not go!’” He realized it was a trap. Because he had been in prayer, he had discernment. Discernment will see right through deception. Because he was in prayer… 

Distortion will come; distractions will come; deception will come; mocking and ridiculing will come; threats will come, but if you’re doing God’s work, you stay on the wall. You don’t come down, and you finish the job.
The last thing it says in Chapter 6 (Verse 19) is rather comical to me. It says, “And Tobiah sent letters to intimidate me.” It’s all done! It’s enclosed. The doors are up. Jerusalem is open for business again. People are going to start coming back. It’s all done, and Tobiah is still writing letters. He’s still threatening. 

Friends, you need to realize when you are wall-building, you will be attacked. You will be attacked in any way, shape or form the enemy can throw at you: three of the six, or all six, and the attacks are relentless, and the attacks never stop. Having said that, build your wall because God is on your side. He’ll see you through. 

How many of you have been attacked in one of these ways in your ministries? I’m talking to the right group. If you’re not being attacked in one of these ways, maybe you’re not building the walls you should. Let’s pick up a brick and some mortar, and let’s get to work, okay?

 Let’s stand for closing prayer. Next week, Rod Sawyer, who is in Alaska now, he was Mike and Kristi’s youth leader growing up at People’s Church, is coming to minister in all of our services. I heard so many stories of him throughout the years. Then we’ll continue on in the series the following week with a salute to our heroes. Then we’re going to wrap up our series the following week with a message on “Attacks from Within,” our inner struggles. I said I was going to talk about outer struggles, inner struggles, but today there was too much material for one week. We’ll continue on in the series an extra week into February. 

