Pastor Jeff Williams: March 15, 2009 
Looking Under the Hood, Part VII: “The Problem With Evil” Part 2.

Now we’re going to watch a video presentation about one of our young people named Amber and what she’s gone through in her battle for her health. We’re studying the problem of evil and suffering-last week and this week. We asked her to share her story, to share her testimony. Our production team did an excellent job filming this and putting it together, so we want to thank Sheila, Mary and Brenda for the fine work they did. Let’s listen now to Amber’s story and then we’ll talk about this problem. 

My name is Amber, and I’ve been coming to Faith Community since August, 2008. I grew up in church all my life, and I was saved at a backyard Bible club that my parents were hosting when I was six years old. The summer I turned 14, I got really sick. I ended up in the ER. They admitted me to the hospital, and the next morning, they gave me the diagnosis of acute lymphocytic leukemia-cancer. I couldn’t even imagine everything that was about to happen to me. I was scared. In one day, I had turned from a normal teenage girl into someone who was fighting for her life. The good news was that the type of cancer I had was very treatable with a 90 percent cure rate. The bad news was that the treatment would take 2 ½ years. By the time I was done with treatment, I would be a junior in high school. The next couple of weeks were really busy. The doctors were telling us about all of the chemotherapy that I had to start. Within a couple of months, my hair had fallen out and I got really sick to my stomach. I couldn’t eat without throwing up. I couldn’t go to school anymore, and I really missed my friends. I just missed being a normal kid. Eventually my body did respond to the chemo, and I got better-slowly but surely. Two and a half years later, I was a junior in high school-actually in school-and happy, living a normal life. After six months of being normal again, I relapsed two months into my senior year. This time the chemotherapy was going to be even harder, two more years of chemo. This time I had to have radiation. The side effects were worse because the chemo was more intense. I was more nauseous. My hair fell out again, and I had a reaction to one of the chemotherapy drugs which led to a blood clot. I would be lying if I said that during this whole time my faith never wavered. It did. There were nights that I would cry myself to sleep asking God why He would do this and why He would let it happen to me. I even wrote a song a few days after I was diagnosed that expressed my feelings toward God at that time. It’s called, “Hold On.” 
“I was so accustomed to my ordinary life, ordinary days and ordinary nights. Well, I asked for something different, and this is what You gave. Though beggars can’t be choosers, I admit that I’m enraged. Tell me. Tell me-I just don’t understand how this uncertainty could be part of Your plan. I never let them tell me that my dreams were out of reach, my goals a little shaky, and my hopes a little bleak. Now I don’t know what to do; I don’t know what to think. It seems they are in ruins, all shattered at my feet. Tell me. Tell me-I just don’t understand how this uncertainty could be part of Your plan, but You say, ‘Just hold on. Hold on.’”  (click here for a video from Natalie Grant related to this: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iOufqWodFNo) 
Even though I didn’t realize it at the time, cancer was a great opportunity. I got to do a lot of things I never would have gotten to do if cancer hadn’t come my way. I got to go to New York and see all the sights there. I met so many people that are still in my life today and mean so much to me, the nurses and the doctors and other patients in the hospital. I was able to use my story in many situations to help other people. I even had the opportunity to go to Africa and share with a group of 165 girls my story and to give them hope in their time of need. Over in Africa, they have a lot of disease and poverty. For them to hear my story, it really encouraged them; and it made me feel like what I went through was worth something, and it wasn’t all for nothing. I’ve been cancer-free for over a year. Looking back on all of those years I spent in a hospital bed, I realized that those were the best times I spent with God. He was the only One I could depend on. Because of all those trials I went though, it made me the person I am today. It brought me so much closer to God, to the point where He’s the only reason I’m alive.

Let’s thank Amber for telling us her story. I know God has used your story and will continue to use it. One of the reasons He’s using it is because you are making yourself available, and you’re telling your story. Thank you for that.
Last Sunday night, we had our Overtime here at the church. In the afternoon when I was kind of getting my thoughts together, I just checked the news one last time and heard the tragic story about the pastor in Maryville, Illinois, who was shot and killed during their early morning service. A man had walked down the aisle; apparently nobody really knew who he was. He pulled a gun and shot the Bible [in the pastor’s pocket]. The first shot hit the Bible, and the pages blew up like confetti. The people in the congregation thought it was a skit of some sort at first. I just want to take an opportunity to say this. I’m being totally serious when I say this. You’ll never see a skit in our church like that. If you see somebody with a gun or a knife or some sort of weapon, explosive device or whatever, that’s real. That’s not a skit. We will not have a skit like that ever in our church, so just be aware of that. If you see something suspicious, let the authorities know or let somebody know. 

But he killed him-right there. You hear this story, and you know he’s a good man. You read about his life and the things he’d done in that church. He served faithfully there for 22 years. You ask yourself the questions of, “Well, how could this happen?” Why didn’t God stop this man? Why didn’t God redirect that bullet so it missed him? Why didn’t God prevent it?  Why didn’t God attack? Why? Why? Why? Why?” All these questions… 

We go back to some of the questions we talked about last week, these philosophical questions. We believe God is good and loving. If God is good and loving, he must want to do something about the problem of evil, right? We talked about the fact that God is all powerful. If God is all powerful, He must be able to do something about the problem of evil and suffering. We believe God is all-knowing, so if God is all-knowing, He must know how to do something about the problem of evil and suffering in the world. Yet, in spite of the fact that God is all good, God is all knowing, and God is all powerful, evil still exists. So either some would say God is not loving and good because He can do something about it, He knows how to do something about it, but, “He doesn’t want to. He’s not good,” or, He’s not all-powerful. He really wants to do something about it, but He can’t or-He’s not all-knowing. He doesn’t know everything that’s going to happen, and He can’t prevent those things-or, He’s not. Some believe the existence of evil and suffering in the world is a proof that there is no God. Any evil, any suffering in the world-any amount and degree-is proof that God does not exist. 
So what are the arguments for that? How can we as Christians maintain our belief in the goodness of God and all these other attributes of God and at the same time acknowledge that evil and suffering are in the world; so that’s what we’re going to try and get our arms around today.

So right now you’re thinking, “Better him than me,” right? So let’s open our Bibles up to the Book of Job together. Job is, I guess, the most common Book to turn to in the Bible when it comes to the problem of evil and suffering. Job is the oldest Book in the Bible. This Book was written before any other Book in the Bible. Though Genesis tells what happened before the Book of Job, Job is the oldest Book. Job was written before the law, before Abraham and Moses. It’s a very old Book, and Job was a good man. He loved his family. He had a wife, seven sons and three daughters. They lived this ideal life. The Bible talks about the brothers and sisters all loving each other. They used to get together for family potlucks. They just had a great time together enjoying one another’s presence, enjoying one another’s company. 
One day, everything changes. Job’s dream life turns into a nightmare. Now when we say evil, there are two types of evil that we’re going to talk about. The first type of evil is natural evil. Natural evil has to do with the elements-nature and our world. It involves things like flooding, famine, earthquakes, tornadoes, hurricanes, icy bridges, diseases and things that go wrong. Plagues and epidemics-things that happen in the world that are not the responsibility of man but happen as a result of nature. 
The second kind of evil is moral evil. Moral evil is man’s inhumanity to man. It’s man doing things to man that are wrong. We think about the things that have gone on in our world-genocide and terrorism and even things locally that are stories of moral evil where people make wrong choices. 

Listening to the story about Madoff, the investor who embezzled $50 billion of people’s money-including charities-that is moral evil. We’re going to see both addressed in this story-both moral and natural evil being addressed.
So Job’s having a great day, and all of the sudden his world comes crashing in. Verse 13 (of Job 1, page 496 of pew Bibles), “One day when Job’s sons and daughters were feasting and drinking wine at the oldest brother’s house, a messenger came to Job and said, ‘The oxen were plowing and the donkeys were grazing nearby, and the Sabeans attacked and carried them off. They put the servants to the sword, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!’”

That’s moral evil-the Sabeans attacked these innocent people.

“While he was still speaking, another messenger came and said, ‘The fire of God fell from the sky and burned up the sheep and the servants, and I am the only who has escaped to tell you!’”

That's natural evil-probably some sort of a lightning bolt caused a fire. 

“While he was still speaking, another messenger came and said, ‘The Chaldeans formed three raiding parties and swept down on your camels and carried them off. They put the servants to the sword, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!’”

Again, moral evil-the Chaldeans attacking these innocent people and stealing the camels.

While he was still speaking, yet another messenger came and said, ‘Your sons and daughters were feasting and drinking wine at the oldest brother’s house, when suddenly a mighty wind swept in from the desert’…” A natural evil. “…‘came and struck the four corners of the house and collapsed on them and they are all dead, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!’”
So all of the sudden, Job’s paradise is destroyed. In the span of a few moments, he has lost just about everything that matters to him and that he loves. He’s devastated-as anyone would be. 
He “got up and tore his robe and shaved his head. Then he fell to the ground in worship…”

Interesting response, isn’t it-when you’ve gone through something like this-to worship God? That’s what Job does.

“‘Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I will depart. The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; may the name of the Lord be praised.’

“In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing.”

Job recognizes the sovereignty of God-that all life belongs ultimately to God. Everything that He possesses belongs ultimately to God, and Job recognizes that. Then his health is taken from him. In the next chapter, we read about that. Then finally people come on the scene to try to give Job their advice.

The wife is the first one. She’s not exactly tactful. She says (Job 2:9, page 497), “‘Are you still trying to hold on to your integrity? Curse God and die!’” Honey… This is the way it is. She might have been a nurse. I’m married to a nurse-very straight-forward, very compassionate, but [they’ll] tell it to you like it is.  Then the friends come on the scene. He has three friends. So far, Bildad, Eliphaz and Zophar, and they’ve all got their theories. They all have their philosophies, and they start to try to help Job; but they end up just irritating them. They end up saying things that aren’t true about God and about Job, and Job just gets mad; and they don’t help him at all. They make it worse. 
We read a story like Job’s, and we think, “Why didn’t God prevent the Chaldeans? Why didn’t God prevent the wind? Why didn’t God prevent the fire? Why didn’t He stop these attacks?” We ask ourselves, “If God is all powerful, why did He…? Everything is possible to Him-why didn’t He stop this?”

So I want to back up, and I want to ask that question of you right now. It’s a theological question and I want you to answer it internally. Don’t audibly answer it or raise your hand. Just keep this one private. I’m going to make a statement, and I want you to tell me if it’s true or false. “God is all powerful; therefore, God can do anything.” Is that true or false? That is a false statement. God cannot do anything. I’ll show you a couple things just from Scripture. 
This is not meant to be an exhaustive list by any stretch of the imagination, but in Hebrews 6:13 (page 1187) it says, “When God made his promise to Abraham, since there was no one greater for him to swear by, he swore by himself…”
The President goes to take the oath of office, and he says at the end, “So help me, God.” In other words, he swears to keep this promise by a power greater-an authority greater than Himself. If God were to take an oath, He would have to say, “So help Me, Me.” God cannot swear by a power greater than Himself. 

It also says in Verse 18 in the middle, “…it is impossible for God to lie…” God cannot lie. It is impossible for God to lie. It’s impossible for God to lie. God cannot do things that are contrary to His nature. God cannot do things that are contrary to His righteousness and His holiness. He cannot act in an unholy manner.
Another thing God cannot do and God will not do is God will not stop an evil or prevent a disaster if doing so produces a greater evil or a lesser good. I’m going to say that one more time, and then we’ll talk about it. God will not prevent an evil-moral or natural-if in doing so it causes a greater evil or prevents a greater good.

I’ll give you a hypothetical situation. Let’s say you get a sliver in your foot, and this is a pretty serious thing. It’s in the toe. It’s lodged in there, and it hurts like the dickens. You’re afraid to get it out, so you say, “You know what? I’m just going to let this thing be. It will work itself out,” but it doesn’t. All that happens is the skin grows over it; it gets infected; and it gets just stuck in there. I mean it’s deep inside, so it’s red. Every time you step on it, it hurts. You say, “You know what? I have to go to the doctor. This thing isn’t coming out on its own. There’s no sterile needle that’s going to get this thing out. I feel silly going to the doctor over a sliver in my toe, but I have to get this thing out! This is like a little minor surgery here,” so you go to the doctor. You say, “I have a sliver. I should have taken it out earlier, but I was a chicken. Boy, here I am. It’s infected. It’s covered up, and I need help. Can you get this out?” 
He says, “No problem. We’re going to put a local anesthetic there. We’re going to freeze the foot. You can watch it if you want to. We’re just going to take care of that sliver, and you won’t feel it anymore.”

“Great,” you say. So he gives you a little shot there and puts your foot to sleep, and he gets out a hacksaw. He puts it right at your ankle bone, and he starts getting ready to saw.

You say, “Well, wait! Wait! Wait! Wait! What are you doing?”

He says, “I’ll tell you what; I promise you once I get this foot off, you will never feel that sliver again!”

You go, “Isn’t that a little drastic? Isn’t that a little severe? All I need is my sliver out, and you’re taking off my foot! I would rather have the sliver in my toe than go without a foot! That’s much worse, Doc. You should know that!” See that’s the greater evil. 
Now how does that apply to what we just said? Sometimes we ask, “Why didn’t God change the path of the bullet? Why didn’t he stop that man from pulling the trigger and making that choice?” In other words, why didn’t God suspend natural order? Because we need to know once we shoot a gun-you know when you shoot a gun what’s going to happen. When the bullet’s in the chamber and it’s discharged, you know what’s going to happen. There are laws in the universe. You know that bullet is going to come out of the chamber at a high rate of speed, and it will penetrate a human being and possibly kill that human being. That’s why you’re accountable for murder if you point a gun and shoot it at someone. That's a natural law. Why doesn’t God suspend natural law? Why didn’t God stop him from making that choice? 

Sometimes we don’t think about what we are saying when we say that because if God were to go around preventing all evil and stopping all disasters, do you recognize that the consequence of that is you and I are no longer free. We’re not free human beings. 
If God suspends the natural order all the time on the wide scale, we don’t know how the world is going to operate. We don’t know how the world is going to work. We can’t be free. We can’t be free to love because you know true love is a choice you make. It’s not just a feeling; it’s a choice you make. If somebody shows love to you only because they have to, that’s not love, is it? Goodness is also a choice. If you are truly expressing goodness or kindness to somebody, if you’re doing it because you have to do it, that’s not a choice.

Have you ever had somebody be nice to you because they have to be nice to you? Maybe you’re their boss or something, so you’ve got to be nice. The policeman’s used to people being nice when he pulls them over for a ticket. “Hello Officer. You look nice today.” You’re trying to get out of the ticket, right? People know when they’re being buttered up. That’s very disingenuous, very unauthentic. God doesn’t want that kind of love. God doesn’t want us to love Him because we have to love Him-because we are created to be robots who have no other choice but to love Him. That’s not the kind of love that God is desiring from you and me. God made the world in which mankind is free to choose. 

If we’re free to choose good, we’re also free to choose evil.  We have a mouth that can say words of kindness, or we can have a mouth that can say words that are full of hatred and are demeaning. With our hands we can do works of great good, or we can do works of great pain. Our physical sensation-we can experience pleasure-and with those same nerve endings, we can experience great pain.

From wind can come a refreshing breeze, and from wind can come a devastating torrent. From water, we get refreshing baths or showers-a means to boil things, sterilize them or to cook, but that same water can also drown you. That same water can also flood. 

Fire can be used to warm you and toast your marshmallows, and that same fire can also burn down a house or a forest or kill a person. 
Think about that-the natural world. Fire is going to always burn. Water is going to maintain its properties all the time. If God were to suspend the way fire operates, the way water operates, to prevent every natural disaster, we would not live in a free world. There would be no cause and effect. We would not know what’s going to happen from one event to the next. If God were to take away our freedom of choice, He takes away our free will; He takes away our ability to love; He takes away our ability to do good. Friends, that is a greater evil, and it’s a lesser good. It’s a world that’s not as loving. It’s a world that’s not as good, and it’s a world that’s not free. That's hard. That’s not exactly a satisfying answer, but it’s a true answer. 

God in His wisdom… Job at one point says, “These things are too wonderful for my mind to grasp.” You know what’s interesting? After all these chapters of dialogue, God finally crashes the party in Chapter 28. He finally comes on the scene. Job and his friends have asked all these ultimate reality questions, and they’re intelligent guys. These guys could debate theology and philosophy with the best. When He finally comes on the scene, you know what happens? God does not directly answer any of those questions. Why do you think that is? What God does not say to Job tells us as much as what He does say. He does not say, “Okay, you want to know all the evil and suffering in the world? Here you go, Job.” He does not do that. Why? 
I shared a story on Sunday night for the Overtime. A lot of you weren’t here for that, so I’m going to share it again. Imagine a hunter has set a trap, but a bear gets caught in the trap. He’s not trying to get a bear. He’s trying to capture something else, so when he sees the bear, he wants to help the bear. He sees the bear in the trap, and he decides that he’s going to have to shoot the bear with a tranquilizer gun to get it to fall asleep, so he can release the trap. Now the bear is in the trap. He’s in pain. He sees the hunter come at him with a gun. From the bear’s perspective, is the hunter good or bad? Does he have bad intent or good intent? He has bad intent. Can the hunter explain what he’s about to do to the bear? Can he say, “Now, Mr. Bear, I’m really your friend. I’m on your side. You’re in an evil situation, but I’m going to do something good; but it’s going to look like something bad is taking place here. I’m going to shoot you, but this gun will not kill you. It will merely put you to sleep. It’s called a tranquilizer. This is a tranquilizer dart. You’re going to feel a little groggy, a little woozy. You’re going to pass out, and you’re going to fall asleep, but Mr. Bear, when you awake, the trap will be off your ankle. You’re going to be sore; you’re going to be hurting, but as you come to your senses, everything is going to be okay. You’re going to go into the woods, and you’re going to be fine.” Can the bear understand that? Why not? It’s a bear. It doesn’t speak English. It has a very limited amount of knowledge. He just knows by what he experiences. It’s learning from that pain. Then imagine as that bear is starting to drift off from the tranquilizer, the hunter now closes the trap even more to release the spring. In doing so, it causes greater pain to that bear. Now the bear is absolutely convinced beyond a shadow of a doubt that his hunter is evil and means the bear harm. The truth of the matter is the hunter desires to help the bear. 

Now just for you emotional people out there, I want you to know he got the trap off. The bear ran in the woods and healed up and lived happily ever after. He married, had other cubs and actually grew up to be from Snow White and the Three Bears or whatever that story is. I don’t know. I think in a way the fact that God does not come and explain all the questions of the universe to Job, it tells us something. The distance between us and God is certainly a whole lot farther than between us and a bear. We don’t explain what we’re going to do to the bear because the bear doesn’t understand. I think there is a lot to be said, that God does not explain the particulars of the universe to us and pain and suffering because in our finite minds, we’re not going to fully grasp it. It’s interesting what God does. He explains natural order. He talks about loss that exists that He created-that must be upheld in the world. For four chapters, God talks about natural orders. 

Look at Chapter 38:1, “The the Lord answered Job out of the storm. He said: ‘Who is this that darkens my counsel with words without knowledge? Brace yourself like a man; I will question you, and you shall answer Me. Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation? Tell me, if you understand. Who marked off its dimensions? Surely you know! Who stretched a measuring line across it? On what were its footings set, or who laid its cornerstone-while the morning stars sang together and all the angels shouted for joy? Who shut up the sea behind doors when it burst forth from the womb, when I made the clouds its garment and wrapped it in thick darkness, when I fixed limits for it and set its doors and bars in place, when I said, “This far you may come and no farther; here is where your proud waves halt”?’”

This will go on through Chapter 38, 39, 40 and 41. God is talking about the orderly universe, the laws of nature. So this problem of evil must have something to do with the natural order. Now God does suspend natural order for a period of time for miracles.  There is no question about that. We’re not questioning miracles-that God can do miracles or has done miracles or can do a miracle; but for God to suspend the natural order all the time, in all circumstances and prevent all evils-moral and natural-the end result is we live in a world without love, without goodness that we wouldn’t produce and without free will. That, friends, is the greater evil. 

God finishes His speech, and Job comes to a conclusion. God’s like, “You think this job is easy, pal? You try it for awhile. You think it’s easy to be God? Here’s what I have to do. Here’s my job description. 

How many of you at any time in your life have ever criticized any President we’ve ever had? There has been a President you’ve criticized at one time or another. Maybe you even thought you could do a better job running the country. I guarantee if you were to spend one week in the Oval Office and all the weight of the world was on your shoulders, you’d finish that week and come out of there saying, “Man, that’s a tough job! That is a hard job to do!” If 50 percent of the people like what you do, that’d be pretty good. 
It’s not an easy job God has. Job listens to him, and he says-and I’m paraphrasing but not by much-Job says, “I’m going to shut my pie hole because I don’t know squat.” That’s kind of what he says in Chapter 42. “I’m just going to trust You. Obviously I’m looking at your resume. You know a whole lot more about this God job than I do. There are things I don’t understand, but I’m going to trust You. 

There is moral law; there is natural law; there is free will. Having a world that preserves that is painful as it is. As hard as it is to understand, it’s a lesser evil if we had a world where those things were taken away from us. 

I want to close by saying this: Before Job’s friends got it terribly wrong, they got it really right. I want you to turn to Job 2. I want you to know if you know somebody who has gone through evil and suffering, what they need from you is not a great argument. They don’t need you to philosophize; they don’t need you to have all the answers. You know what they need more than anything else?  It’s for you to be a friend, to show compassion and love. All the arguments in the world-when you’ve encountered evil or suffering-really don’t help a whole lot. What does help is when we show the mercy, love, grace and compassion of God through us.
Look what it says here in Verse 12 (page 497 of pew Bibles). This is his three friends. “When they saw Job from a distance, they could hardly recognize him; they began to weep aloud, and they tore their robes and sprinkled dust on their heads. Then they sat on the ground with him for seven days and seven nights.”

They didn’t just drop off a roast and give a card and say, “See you later. Sorry.” These people invested themselves. “No one said a word to him, because they saw how great his suffering was.”

Friends, it was when they opened their mouths that things went downhill. It was when they tried to lecture him that things went downhill. You don’t need a lecture at this point; you need a friend. When they were just hanging with Job, crying with Job, putting their hands on his shoulders and just expressing love to them… Do you know why they stayed seven days? Job didn’t want them to leave. When they opened their mouths and tried to answer all these questions, Job couldn’t wait for them to go. You don’t need to be Mr. or Ms. Answer Person. In fact, that’s not the purpose of our talking about these arguments or theodicies. When it’s all said and done, when there is a friend that needs our help, just be a friend. Just come alongside of them. Weep with them; listen to them; pray with them. Lastly, what did Jesus do when He saw evil and suffering? He opposed evil, and He sought to eliminate suffering. That’s what God has called the church to do. When you see evil, you oppose it. When there is suffering, you do something to alleviate it. You try to make a difference in your world, and that’s what God has called us to do and to be. 

The clock on the wall says we are done, so we’re going to stand together as we close in prayer.

Now next week-you know we’ve been doing these little mini-series within our series-next week, we’re going to talk about naturalism, Darwinism and evolution. It’s going to be called, “Chuck, the Zoo and You.” Charles Darwin-get it? “Chuck, the Zoo and You.” We’ve got a lot of friends who believe that life simply evolved and there is no purpose or design. It just kind of all happened, so you are the result of time, chance and matter coming together. We’re going to talk about that for the next couple of weeks.

Let’s pray:

Father, we see in Job an example of moral and natural evil that was allowed to exist. Lord, we see that through that, You formed character in Job. You formed faith in Job and endurance in Job, just like You did in Amber as we saw in her story today. We also contemplate as much as we’d love to live in a world where You prevent every disaster and stop every wrong choice. To live in a world where there was not genuine free will, love and goodness is a greater evil. So as much as we still have questions, we are going to trust You. When the story is all played out, we’ll be able to say as Paul did in Romans 6:18-that the sufferings of this world did not compare to the glory that is to be revealed. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 
