Pastor Jeff Williams: June 01, 2008

The Gospel of Luke: Part XXIX: Luke 10:25-37 “From Jerusalem to Jericho-The Story of the Good Samaritan.”
Let’s open our Bibles up to the Book of Luke this morning-Luke 10 (page 1028 of pew Bibles), as we have been going through that in a series. I’m going to grab a chair here as I want to illustrate something from my life, a phenomena that I’ve observed. Maybe this has happened to you. Again, I was a little late in passing the plate here, so I know there is a lot of activity going on and a lot of things happening. I want you to just focus in. 
Have you ever gone to a ball game, a concert or play, something like that, where there is close seating in the aisles, and you have to get up every time somebody goes by to buy popcorn or use the restroom? When I go to a ballgame, the Brewers, Cubs, Bears or Bucks-whatever it might be-and I’m sitting there-somebody has to go by and I have to stand up-I just really struggle with that. I find that I all of the sudden become weak and kind of have a bad attitude. I’ll stand up and I’ll say things to myself like, “You again? How many times do you need to go and use the bathroom? Maybe if you stopped drinking so much beer, you wouldn’t have to go to the bathroom all the time.” I sit back down, and then I have to get back up again, “Of course, here you come again. Sure.” I find myself getting a little irritated, especially if you have to stand up and sit down so many times in an inning. My knees hurt and my attitude’s bad. It’s up and down, and “you just spilled your drink on me again.” Here we go… 
But…when my team hits a homerun, and I say, “Whoa! Yeah!” I stand up and the pain is gone, I’ve got all of this energy and strength. It’s amazing that the seventh inning stretch comes, and I have to stand, “Oh, you again. Okay, here we go.” Then all the sudden I get weak again. Every time I stand up, it’s painful and hard. Why is that? I think that’s a microcosm because I think it’s very easy for us to do things that are for ourselves, to do things that bring us pleasure, to do things that energize us. Sometimes when it comes to serving others, and doing things especially for people we don’t know, it’s easy to get an attitude. It’s easy to be a little lazy; it’s easy to be a little selfish, right?  “You’re inconveniencing me. You’re an intrusion on my space. I wish you’d go away. I wish you’d sit someplace else,” and all these unpleasant, un-Christian thoughts come floating through your mind. Then when it’s something that involves you, when your team wins, your team scores, you’ve got all the strength and all the energy in the world. You might be drudging through some assignment or some chore or work, responsibility, and your best friend calls you and says, “Hey, let’s do some shopping. Let’s go out to eat. Let’s go to a movie.” All of the sudden you have all this energy and strength. Where did that come from? Because we are by nature a self-absorbed people. That’s why serving comes by so difficult for us. That’s why it’s not a natural thing for you and me to be servants. 
Now this story we’re going to look at this morning is a story of the Good Samaritan. Jesus tells this story in response to a question. The man says, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” 

Jesus says, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength and your neighbor as yourself. Do this and you’ll live.” 

Then he says, “Well, who’s my neighbor?”

Jesus conveys a parable to the Good Samaritan. Now I want you to know something. When we talk about the Good Samaritan, you and I always think about the Good Samaritan as pertaining to how we minister to our neighbor, how we show love to our neighbor. You know what? The story of the Good Samaritan is just about how much we love God as it is about how we love our neighbor.
Jesus answers the question, and He says, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength and your neighbor as yourself.” The parable that He’s about to tell is an illustration of both. It’s an illustration of loving God, and it’s an illustration of loving our neighbor. It was in response to a question, a question that demanded a further explanation; so the parable comes alongside to explain this in action. Loving God and loving man, what does it look like? To love man, to help and to serve people is to love and to serve God. If you show kindness to people who are made in His image, you’re showing kindness to God. 

When I was a new parent, every time I became a parent, our children were little (congregation laughing). People would come up to us, and they’d see them in the car seat, and they’d go, “Oh, what a cute little baby.” You know, when you say nice things to my child, you’re saying nice things to me. When you show kindness to my child, you’re showing kindness to me. That child is in my image. I would personally take offense if you came up and said, “Oh! What happened? That is just one homely baby!” I might take offense at that.  If you say something about my child, you might as well say it to me. The way we treat others is a reflection of how we feel about God. 
Now, there are many ways that you and I express love for people. There are books written on that. Some of us are good at saying the words I love you. Others of us struggle with that. Some of us are able to touch and affirm through touch, and others of us struggle with that. For some their love language is time. They need to spend time. My wife, that’s her love language. I can hug her till she’s blue or tell her I love her, but if I’m not spending time with her, she doesn’t feel real loved. For some, it’s giving of gifts. For some, they express love though serving. The same thing is true in the realm of the spirit. You and I express our love for God differently. 

I’m reading a book by Pastor Gary Thomas called Sacred Pathways this week. Sacred Pathways is an excellent book, and it talks about nine different pathways, nine different ways God has wired us to express our love for Him. He’s saying we tend to have the same prescription for every believer. It’s like, “Oh, express your love for God,” what we think of-we worship, we sing. That’s just one way. For Janet, that’s one of the most dominate ways for her to express her love for God is though song. For others of you, it’s when you’re in nature. For others of you, it’s when your intellect is stimulated, and your mind is learning something new about God. For others of you, it’s when you’re caring for people. There is a certain group of people here who feel most in touch with God and most attuned with the spirit when they are serving other people in His name. That’s when you feel His presence; that’s when you feel His affirmation, when you’re tangibly helping and serving other people. 
So this story is about loving God as well. This tangible way we express our love for God, and it’s a valid way, it’s just as valid as any other way of expressing our love for the Lord. Now, in this story, there are three men. One is a priest; one is a Levite; and one is a Samaritan. Samaritans, of course, were enemies of the Jews. There was a racial difference. There was a religious difference, so there was a lot of misunderstanding and disdain between the two peoples. It is very interesting that Jesus would choose the Samaritan as the hero of the story. 

The priest and the Levite, two men of God, [who] you would think would be the ones that would stop and help, are the ones who turn and walk away. 

You know, I ask myself, “What are the reasons why one might do that?” You know, if you’ve ever been involved in full-time ministry, or you’ve been involved in ministry to people as a volunteer intensively, one of the things you’ll find and experience is that people can burn you out because the needs just never stop coming. Sometimes people will abuse your kindness and your generosity. Sometimes you can get a little jaded in ministry; sometimes that can happen.

I remember when we went to Universal Studios, and [we took] my youngest-she was about 3 years old- into the part of the park where it’s more little children oriented. On this ride, you’d save E.T.; and on this ride you save Scooby Doo; on this ride you save Elroy Jetson. She kind of catches on to the theme, and she figures out what’s going on. I remember us going up to our fourth ride and being excited, saying, “Oh, now, this is going to be a great ride.” She looked up and me, holding my hand, and she said-exact quote, “Who are we going to save this time?” All excited, you know I’m all excited, and she’s jaded at age 3. “Who are we going to save now? I’ve caught on. Somebody is going to be in trouble, and we’re coming to help them out.”

Sometimes in ministry, you can have that same attitude, “Who needs my help today? Who’s got the problem today?” If you’re not careful, you can find yourself getting a very hard heart towards ministry. Maybe these guys say, “Oh, I don’t want to be bothered today. I don’t want to be inconvenienced today.” 
But along the road comes a Samaritan, and he stops. Notice what he does. It says he stops, “He took pity on him.” But he does more than that. He bandages him, pours on oil and wine-the closest thing to medicine that he could have; put him on his own donkey, so he rode while the Samaritan walked; brought him to an inn and took care of him; and then after that gave money to the innkeeper and said, “Look after him while I’m gone. If you need more money, I’ll pay you that when I come back.”

This man went the extra mile. You know, if you’re going to be a servant, you have to be willing to go the extra mile. You have to know that it can get messy. You have to know that it can get costly. It’s not easy investing in people’s lives.

You drive by the interstate and see cars stranded all the time as you’re driving. Usually, you just go on, right? Usually you just go your way. You’re busy; you have things to do. Somebody else will help them. 

I remember one time I wasn’t in a hurry, and the man looked really destitute, so I stopped. I went and got him some gas, drove to the Oasis, got the gas; and as I was coming back, the gas can spilled on my back through my T-shirt. If you’ve ever had gas on your body before, I don’t recommend it. It really hurts. It’s not like getting water on there, believe me. There is some sort of reaction going on there, and it’s like a burn. For hours, I felt like my back was on fire. I could hardly put my back against the seat of my car. I came back; I paid for his gas; helped him get his car started and sent him on his road. That was an investment of my time. My time, my energy, my resources, and I got burned. That also was a microcosm, friends, because if you help somebody, there’s a really good chance you could get burned. Should you help them anyway? Absolutely if you’re doing it in the name of Christ. If you’re doing it in the name of Jesus, you’re doing it for God first and foremost and to express your love for Him first and foremost, but it will cost you. You have to know going into it. It’s going to cost you of your time and your resources, your energies and your emotions. There’s a chance that you could get burned. “Why do we have to do it anyway?”

Another reason why you and I are called to be servants in spite of those facts is what Jesus says at the end of the passage. (Luke 10:37, page 1028 of pew Bibles), “The expert in the law replied, ‘The one who had mercy on him.’” That was the neighbor. 
“Jesus told him, ‘Go and do likewise.’”

Let me ask you a question: was this parable only for this man? Did He tell this parable only for his benefit? No. So when Jesus says, "Go and do likewise," who else is He talking to? He’s talking to us. 

Did he commit a sin? Do these two who walked by commit a sin? They didn’t do anything, right? They didn’t do anything wrong, did they? That’s the problem: they didn’t do anything. You see, we tend to look at what are called the sins of commission-the things that we do-and we tend to focus on that. Sometimes we pat ourselves on the back because we obey the Ten Commandments; and we look at the list, and we check them over, “Well, I didn’t do that. I didn’t murder anybody this week-the great Christian I am. I didn’t do that. I don’t lie. I don’t cheat. I didn’t commit adultery. I didn’t steal. I didn’t worship false gods. Boy, I’m really doing good!” 

You know, sin means to miss the mark. There’s another side of that sin coin that you and I don’t like to talk about because it’s a side that usually you and I fail miserably at. See, on the other side, this side is the sins of commission, the things that we do that God has told us not to do. That is sin when we do those. The flip side of that coin are the sins of omission. Those are the things that God has told us to do that we have not done. We don’t talk about that too often. In fact, some of you want us to change the subject right now. [Those are the] things that God has called us to do that we don’t do. 
In the Book of Ezekiel 16:49 (page 833 of pew Bibles), Ezekiel is talking about the city of Sodom. We know Sodom was notorious for sin. This is what Ezekiel says, “‘Now this was the sin of your sister Sodom: She and her daughters were,”’ what? Arrogant. Have you ever been arrogant, prideful? Yes. Overfed? Have you ever been…? Never mind (congregation laughing). I know the answer to that one. And unconcerned? Have you ever been unconcerned, apathetic? Some of you are looking at me like, “I don’t know, and I don’t care.” Arrogant, overfed and unconcerned. So far, I’m three for three. “‘…and they did not help the poor and the needy.’” Do you see that? Their great sin: they did not help the poor and the needy. It’s what they did not do that God held them accountable for. 
You see, in this story of the Good Samaritan, there are no bystanders. There are no spectators. You’re in the story. You are the traveler going down the road, life’s road; and know as you go down life’s road, there will be opportunities where God has called you to be the minister. These interruptions, these intrusions, or these initiations: it depends on how you look at it. For you to use the gifts, talents and passions to express your love for God and for your neighbor and stop and help. Use of your time, of your resources, of your energies: financially, physically, mentally, emotionally, spiritually, minister to that one who has fallen. 
There are no bystanders and there’s no neutral. You’re either a person who is stopping, or you’re a person who is passing by. You’re either a person who is disobedient or a person who is obedient. You’re either a person who is committing a sin of omission or you are not. But this parable includes us. 
When He says, “Go and do likewise,” He’s talking to you and me. Now, how are you doing here? I don’t need a raise of hands or anything like that. Just as you reflect on that, how are you doing here? Have there been some areas where you know you should stop? You know you should do something, but you don’t? You pass on by because you’ve been burned, because you’re tired, because you’re preoccupied with other things, other commitments-you’re busy? Those are excuses that God doesn’t buy a whole lot. 

You know, you can’t do everything, right? You can’t minister to every need, every concern, but you can stop and do what the Lord tells you to do. If you’re listening, you’re watching, there will be times when God will tap you on the shoulder, and He’ll whisper in your ear. He says, “You right here. You right here.” Sometimes you’re heard that voice, and you’re passed by anyway. I’m asking you today go back. I’m asking you to go back and just minister to them.
Our teams are going to do something this summer. It’s pretty radical, right? They’re going to take some money, and they’re just going to go out and serve people. They’re going to go to the gas stations and help people buy gas. They’re going to say, “This gas was provided to you by Faith Community Church youth ministry,” and give them a card. Of course, they’re only going to be able to do that to one person, and then they’re going to be out of money, but that’s the idea (congregation laughing). We can either buy one person gas or feed a thousand. We’re trying to figure out what we’re going to do with that.
I set a new personal goal at $58 this week to fill up my tank. I really believe if I just put my mind to it and accomplish it, I can go over $60. Pray with me that I can meet that goal. I’m just really excited about that personal record that I’ve set. 

One word of caution before we go, and I think it’s always important to talk about this aspect of it because there might be some of you who take this and run with it and get yourself in some trouble if you’re not careful. 

Galatians 6:2 (page 1155), the Apostle Paul says, “Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.” Notice, it says “carry each other’s.” It’s reciprocal. Sometimes I have a burden; sometimes you have a burden. We carry each other’s burdens. It’s not a matter of you carrying everybody else’s burden, and nobody carries yours-which means you have to communicate. A burden means a boulder, a heavy weight-something that is overtaking you that is very difficult for you to carry on your own. It’s something out of the normal; it’s something out of the usual. Some of you boulder bearers out there, and you know who you are, you could be bent over in pain and somebody would say, “You okay?”
“Yeah, I’m just fine. Don’t worry about me,” and you’re carrying a boulder because you don’t want to inconvenience. You know who you are. You need to start sharing, saying, “This is a physical, emotional, financial, spiritual-whatever it is-boulder that I’m carrying, and I need your help.” You help each other through those difficult times that life brings us.
In the next verse-Verse 4, it says, “Each one should test his own actions. Then he can take pride in himself, without comparing himself to somebody else, for each one should carry his own load.”

Well, which is it, Paul? We carry it or they carry it? Well, there’s a difference. The word load means your everyday provisions. It means the things that you do to take care of yourself on a daily basis. The word could be associated with one of those sacks or bags we use to put your stuff in that you’re going to need for the day; for your food and for your maintenance and upkeep-all the things you’re going to need, your daily provision. Paul is saying, “Everybody should take care of those themselves,” but with our burdens, we should help one another. 
Do you know what it’s called if you’re helping somebody else with their daily load that they should be doing? That’s called being an enabler. That’s called making somebody a co-dependent. That’s not what we’re trying to do here. Make that distinction. 

Paul is not contradicting himself. Paul says when circumstances come on, like this Good Samaritan-that man that he helped, when circumstances came on his life that were beyond his control, he needed the help of others. He needed intervention.

I’m encouraging you this week to walk with your eyes open and your ears open, watching and listening. “Is there a need I can respond to?” Or maybe there’s something God has already tapped you on the shoulder for, and you have passed it by. I’m encouraging you to do an about face, go back to that person or back to that situation and say, “What can I do to help? I’m here to serve.” Make that investment of your time and your resources in the name of God, to show the love of God to the people who are made in His image. Will you commit to do that this week? A couple of you will? All right. 

Let’s stand together as we close in prayer.

Father, every time we read that parable, we think it’s a great parable about how to show our love for our neighbor. We recall as we read it in the context, You were talking about the love of God as well. So this parable is an illustration of both, loving man, loving our neighbor and loving You. In fact, to love our neighbor and to help those who have need is a tangible way that we express our love for You. Lord, sometimes we’ve been like the Levite and the priest, and we’ve passed by for whatever reason, but I pray we be like the Samaritan-we would take the time to stop, and we would invest ourselves to help carry that burden. It would be reciprocal, bear one another’s burdens, that we would open and share with people in our lives about what we’re going through. [We’d] ask for their prayer, for their support, humble ourselves to do that. We pray that You give it discernment since we can’t help every situation we encounter along life’s road, that You’ll point us to which ones You do want us to help. Looking at our passions, our gifts, our calling and our talents and abilities, that You will speak to us clearly and say, “This is an area where I’ve called You to serve.” [I pray] that we’ll serve You faithfully; even if we get burned, we will serve You faithfully; even if we get tired or when we get tired, we will serve You faithfully. It cost the Good Samaritan something to serve. You’ve commanded us, “Go and do likewise,” not to just passively wait, but You’ve called us to be actively looking and responding to those opportunities to serve You. Give us discernment in knowing the difference between a burden and a daily load of the people we encounter. Thank You for the things You’ve taught us today from Your Word. Help us, Lord, as we go our way to be mindful of the things that we’ve learned and heard. Lord, I pray that even this morning, as some who have some burdens out there-maybe they’ve been burying them alone- I pray that they’ll come forward after service and pray with those here in the front. They’ll just come and say, “You know what? I just need a brother or sister to stand with me in prayer about a situation I’m going through, about a situation somebody else is going through.” We just want to intercede on their behalf. We pray that they’d come, even this morning, and meet and pray with those here. Dismiss us from this service with Your blessing. Help us to be a light in a dark world for Christ. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.
