Pastor Jeff Williams: July 6, 2008

Is There Life After GM? Part II: “When Our Fears Become Reality,” Part 1. 
Let’s open our Bibles up this morning to Acts 27. The series we’re beginning today is called, “Is There Life After GM?” The answer, of course, is yes. We are still praying for a miracle. We’re still praying that some solution could be reached, of course; but this is so significant because as a community, we have heard about the rumor or the possibility of this happening for decades. When I came to town in 1990, it was something you heard almost every year-that GM is going to shut down; GM is going to shut down. The rumors would not always be true. We would all kind of breathe a sigh of relief knowing that they would resurface again down the road.

However, this time it appears as though it’s going to happen. What I want to do is minister to the anxieties and fears that we might be experiencing right now because if this happens, it means a loss of thousands of jobs in our community. We need to be on the cutting edge of that as a church, saying, “Well, here’s what the Word of God says. Here’s what we can offer as hope to people who are struggling with those kinds of fears and anxieties.” [As a church we] also [need] to put together a resource, a tool that six months from now, a year from now, two years from now, when we feel like there’s somebody in our lives who would really benefit from this series [we will have it readily available]. Maybe they have lost their job at LSI, GM, Lear Seating or one of the companies. Maybe they’re just going through a loss because GM for us, if you don’t work there or you don’t work at one of the subsidies means loss. It means something that is a threat to us, something that we have feared that has finally come to pass. This week and next week, the topic is what do I do when the thing that I have feared happens? 

There are good fears, and there are bad fears. Good fear is not touching something that’s hot or not getting too close to a cliff. When I’m at the Grand Canyon, I can see just fine from back here, thank you. That’s wisdom; that’s a good fear. Then there are fears that are not so good. The anxiety that builds up over what may or may not happen-that’s the kind of fear that God doesn’t want you to live in. That’s the kind of fear that if you live in it, it will make you physically ill; mentally unstable; deplete you spiritually.  That’s the kind of fear that God always said, “Do not be afraid,” because He doesn’t want us to live in that fear. It happens. It’s a part of the human process. There are times we go through those periods, but God does not want us to live there. God wants us to live in faith; so we’re going to take a look at the Apostle Paul, and we’re going to see what happened in his life and how he was able to stay in faith when all those around him were living in fear.
What’s going on in Paul’s life here is you know Paul is a seasoned traveler and a seasoned sailor-greatest missionary of all time, always going around the world proclaiming the Gospel where Christ had not been preached about yet. He had been on ships many times and gone to many places, but this one was different. This time was different: the same salty taste in the air; the same crispness as fall approached; seagulls flying; the blue Mediterranean Sea: all the sights and sounds he was familiar with. This time instead of embarking on an exciting adventure to preach the Gospel, he was on his way to Rome to testify before Caesar about his faith. 
His fate was unknown. Would he be imprisoned? Would he be killed? As Paul embarked on that journey, all these questions were with him. Some companions were with him; Luke was with him; Aristarchus was with him; possibly others were there to support him on this journey. Many commentators have said that possibly these men sold themselves into slavery to be able to go along with Paul. We’ll never know for sure, but this was a mission or a trip in which prisoners were there. They were all being brought to Rome. Normally, prisoners don’t speak. You’re a prisoner; you don’t have any rights. Paul had earned such favor with the centurion, the Roman soldier who was in charge of the ship, that he allowed Paul the right to speak. Paul began to admonish them. In Acts 27, he had been on the sea many times. He knew that you didn’t sail in the fall in the Mediterranean Sea. Many a ship had ended up in a graveyard in northern Africa. In fact it was kind of like the ancient Bermuda Triangle; if you sailed in the fall on the Mediterranean Sea into the Adriatic Sea, the current and the winds would push you into the rocks of northern Africa. That’s where you would parish, and he knew that. It was the stuff of legends, the stuff of folklore. He is given an audience, and he speaks. He says, “It’s not wise for us to sail at this time. Let’s stay here.” They’re in a place called Fair Haven, a small port in the island of Crete. He said, “It’s not ideal, the winter here, but it’s a whole lot better than perishing at sea.”
Paul says, “I want you to know that if you embark on this journey…” The feast had already come and passed. It was now October; October was not a good time to sail. Paul says, “If we sail right now, it’s going to mean the loss of your cargo. It’s going to mean the loss of your ship, and it probably will mean the loss of lives at sea. It’s not worth it. Let’s stay here, cope the best we can and we’ll leave again in the spring.”

The Centurion listened to Paul. Then he went and talked to the ship’s captain and the people in charge of the cargo. What do you think they said? Money talks, right? They’ve got wheat; they’ve got corn from Egypt; they want to get to Rome and sell it to make a profit. There are jobs at stake; the livelihood is at stake. Besides that, the weather’s not bad. It seems to be a nice breeze, and Finix (sounds like Phoenix) is not that far away; so that was their goal-to get to the next port of call, which is Finix-not Arizona-but Finix, Crete. They said, “We’ll winter there. It’s a bigger city. Winter’s a long time. We’ll have ample supply,” so they did not head Paul’s admonition.  They got on the ship and sailed out to sea. Not long after they were at sea, a nor’easter came, a storm of tremendous winds and waves. It just began to damage that boat. It just began to scare those men. They actually had some cables and physically wrapped them around the boat to hold it together. Otherwise, it would have just broken apart right there in the middle of the sea. The winds were so great, they couldn’t even sail. They simply let the winds push them along the sea. This was a destitute situation. The Bible says they began to throw out cargo. I mean quicker than Brett Favre can come back from retirement, they were throwing things out right and left. Anything that wasn’t nailed down, they were throwing it out. They were throwing out some of the grain as well. They were throwing out the ship’s tackle. Just about everything was fair game. They were throwing it out trying to make the ship lighter. Paul gets up to preach. Really the meat of the text, the heart of the text, is the verses we’re going to look at right now beginning with Verse 20.
Let’s take a look. The storm is at sea. The worst thing that could happen when you’re at sea is the ship goes under-the ship breaks apart. Verse 20 (of Acts 27, page 1109 of pew Bibles) says-remember now Luke is writing; Luke the author is with Paul, so he’s writing in the first person. He says “we” because he’s there. “When neither sun nor stars appeared for many days and the storm continued raging, we finally gave up all hope of being saved.” If he says “we gave up,” that is an inclusive term, isn’t it? He’s saying all of us gave up hope of being saved, so who would that include? Paul. Paul would be among those who at that point in time had entered into despair and given up hope. 
You know, even if you’re a Godly person and you go through a storm, if you take your eyes off where they’re supposed to be and whom they’re supposed to be on, you too can lose hope and faith. Paul’s not going to stay there; but for a time, Paul had given despair, according to Luke, of his very life. “After the men had gone a long time without food, Paul stood up before them and said: ‘Men, you should have taken my advice not to sail from Crete; then you would have spared yourselves this damage and loss.’” 

Some have thought, well maybe Paul is doing like a “na-na-na-na-na” kind of a thing, an “I told you so. You didn’t listen to me” kind of a lecture. I really think what Paul’s doing is trying to give Crete some credibility to what he’s about to say. He’s saying, “Listen, some of you didn’t listen to me. All you know is I’m a prisoner, but you didn’t listen to me the first time, and look what happened. So, I’m asking you-I’m reminding you of that-so you’ll listen to me; you’ll heed my warning this time around.” 

He said, “‘But now I urge you to keep up your courage; because not one of you will be lost; only the ship will be destroyed.’”
This is kind of a good news/bad news kind of a thing. Nobody is going to die, but the ship’s going to be destroyed. You start thinking about it; you go, “Wait a second. I’m on the ship. The ship’s at sea. The ship’s going to be destroyed, yet I’m going to be okay. This is kind of a paradox.” This is not good news. A pilot gets on the intercom in the airplane and says, “Listen. Good news and bad news. Bad news is we’re going to crash. The good news is everybody’s going to survive.” That's not the greatest of news. “The ship’s going to be destroyed, but you’re going to make it.”

What happened to Paul to bring him from despair to hope? From fear to faith? What happened? It says in Verse 23, he says, “‘Last night, an angel of the God whose I am and whom I serve stood beside me and said, “Do not be afraid, Paul.”’”

Step number one-action step number one by Paul, and if you can do it, it’s great. It’s to have an angel come and speak to you-God’s Will. That's always good. So step number one-if you can do it, have an angel appear to you and tell you everything’s going to be okay. Just remember that. If you can’t do that, I have some more steps, but that’s always a good one if you can do that.
He said, “‘“Do not be afraid, Paul. You must stand trial before Caesar; and God has graciously given you the lives of all who sail with you.” So keep up your courage, men, for I have faith in God that it will happen just as He told me.’” That’s a definition of faith, right there. Paul says, “I believe that God will do what He said He will do.” You want a definition of faith, that’s it. Trust in God; believe that God will do what He said He will do regardless of the circumstances that surround.
 “‘Nevertheless, we must run aground on some island.’”
I don’t know where; I don’t know how; I don’t know when, but he reiterates a second time they’re going to crash.

Three action steps that Paul took to get out of fear and into faith, out of anxiety and into trust: number one, Paul recognized the personal care of God. Notice in Verse 23 the intimate language that Paul uses. He says an angel of the God whose I am-whose I am; I belong to Him. I am His. Jesus is not just a theological figure to Paul. He’s not some creed or some doctrine. He is His Lord and Savior. He knows Jesus, and Jesus knows Him. Paul remembers that. You and I, when we encounter the storms of our lives [need] to remember that God is not ignorant of the storms that we’re not in. God is aware of our situation, and God knows us. Whose I am; I belong to Him. 

This brings to mind a passage in 1 Peter 5. If you could keep your place in Acts, turn to 1 Peter 5. One of my favorite verses in all of Scripture-especially as it pertains to the subject matter-is found here. Verse 6 (page 1203), Peter writes and says, “Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that He may lift you up in due time. Cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares for you.  By the way, that word cast; you know I live in Wisconsin, so I know there are outdoorsmen here and fishermen here. I have to remind you that that word cast isn’t the kind of cast where you throw it out and you reel it back in. Some of you like to practice that kind of casting. You know what I’m talking about. You cast it out and reel it back. Anybody here ever do that? A couple of you; the rest of you aren’t being very honest with me this morning. You cast it out, and you reel it back. It’s not that kind of cast. It’s the kind of cast where you throw a rock, and you let it go. 
He says, “Cast your anxiety upon me because I care for you.” I’m aware of the storm. I’m aware of the situation that you are in.

One of the ways we cast our anxiety upon the Lord is to be honest about it. When Jesus was in the Garden of Gethsemane feeling anxious about the cross, He would say, “Father, if it be Thy will, let this cup pass from Me, but nevertheless let Thy will be done.”

It’s not faith to go through something and pretend like you’re not going through it. Don’t be in denial about what you’re going through. If you’re struggling with anxiety or fear, the way to get rid of it is to confess faith, but it’s also to acknowledge “I don’t want to stay here, God. Here’s what I’m going through. Here’s what I’m facing. Here’s what I’m coping with.” Get it out so you can get rid of it. 

One of my favorite movies, the series, is Rocky. I’ve seen all 22 Rocky movies. I liked all of them but the fifth one. The fifth one was not that good. The last one was very good. This particular scene we’re going to watch is from Rocky III. Rocky, I believe, is going to fight Mr. T., Clubber Lang. He just lost his heart; he is just ready to quit. His wife, Adrienne, is going to confront him about quitting because he’s never quit before. Let’s go ahead and watch this scene from the movie. Get your popcorn out, and let’s watch. 
Let’s go back to 1 Peter 5. It’s part of human experience-to have fear in a fearful situation. When the angel comes to Paul and says, “Don’t be afraid,” what was Paul? Why would you say don’t be afraid unless you are…” Afraid. Paul was afraid. 
Many great women and men of God have been afraid, but God doesn’t want you to stay there. Part of getting rid of that is just to confess it. You say, “Lord, I want to confess this. I want to get rid of this fear, this anxiety that I’m feeling. Here’s what I’m going through.” You cast it on Him. Cast your anxiety on Him because He cares for you. God doesn’t want you to live there. It’s not something you keep. It’s not something you reel back. Cast it upon Him. Tell Him what you’re going through because He cares for you.
So you say, “Well, you don’t know what I’m going through.” It’s easy just to say cast your cares. It’s just kind of an easy thing to say there, but it’s easier said than done. I wish Peter could be in my shoes and face what I’m facing. The truth of the matter is you wouldn’t have wanted to have been in Peter’s shoes right now. The truth of the matter is that this letter was written in 64 A.D. You know what’s going on in history? What’s going on in Rome? Who is in control and power in 64 A.D.? It’s Nero, and he’s nuts. He has a vendetta against Christians. He’s using Christians as scapegoats. I’m not going into details here because there are children present, but he does some despicable acts, deplorable acts, barbaric acts against Christians. It’s one thing to execute; it’s another thing to torture, mame and murder the way Nero did. Some of the people that Peter writes to are people who are facing this tyranny-this tyrant in Rome by the name of Nero. In fact, 2 Peter, 2 Timothy and 2 Peter are both testamental books, meaning they were the last will and testament of their authors, Paul and Peter. They were both written about the same time. Shortly after that, church historians tell us that both Peter and Paul were martyred under the reign of Nero. 

He writes to Christians, “It’s one thing to think about losing your job or the struggling economy; it’s quite another thing to face losing your life in this manner. Peter says to those Christians, “Cast your care on Him.” Verse 9 (of 1 Peter 5, page 1203), “Resist him.” We’re talking about Satan. “Resist him, standing firm in your faith because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.” And here’s your promise, friends. “And the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while,” and I wish that part wasn’t there. That's not a great promise, but there are times when God does allow storms in our lives. The storm will not defeat you; the storm will not conquer you. You will overcome the storm because you are in Christ. After awhile, he says, “He Himself,” notice the personal care. God Himself, He himself, will “restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. To Him be the power forever and ever. Amen.”
Was Paul stronger in his faith when he emerged from that storm at sea? Absolutely, he was stronger. God Himself, that's His promise. Friends, what you need to do, not only remember the personal care of God, but focus on the promise of God-not the circumstances that are around you. You focus on the negative reports that are around you, the negative people that are around you, the adverse circumstances that are around you; the next thing you know you go from faith to fear. You’ll find yourself starting to go under, just like Peter when he tried to walk on the water. He took his eyes off of Christ.
You know what it says in Verse 23 back in Acts 27? Turn to Verse 23. Peter was speaking, and he said, “Last night an angel of the God whose I am and whom I serve stood beside me and said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul. You must stand trial before Caesar.’” That's not the first time that Paul heard those words, “You must stand trial before Caesar.” 
Do you know where Paul first heard those words? Not from the angel, but from Jesus Himself. In the Book of Acts 23:11, Paul had just finished testifying in front of the Sanhedrin. He was concerned about his future, and Jesus appeared. It says, “The following night the Lord stood near Paul and said, ‘Take Courage! As you have testified about Me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.’” 
Jesus Himself said those words to Paul, “You will testify to me in Rome.” Now remember in Verse 20, Luke told us that everybody had given up all hope of being saved. So Paul had taken his eyes off the ball. He’d taken his eyes off the promise for a moment. He began to look on the circumstances that were around him because either Jesus was going to see him safely through that storm and testify in Rome, or Jesus lied and Paul was going to parish at sea. Either Christ was going to keep His promise, or He was not going to keep His promise. Paul should have known that even though it looked terrible, it looked like they’re either going to starve to death or parish at sea, Jesus had promised he was going to go to Rome; but Paul took his eyes off the promise and put them on the storm. 
Even a good person, even a Godly person; if they’re not careful can do that. That’s why Peter said in 1 Peter 5, “Be sober and be alert. Be aware of what’s going around you.” Be aware and be alert. What happens when you take your eyes off the promise? You panic, right? You panic. Look at these guys in Verse 27. It was the fourteenth night. Can you imagine two weeks at sea, and now they’re making progress? They’ve gone from the Mediterranean Sea to the Adriatic Sea. They’re starting to approach; they’re making some headway; and land is approaching. This is the island of Malta, although they don’t know it’s Malta. They are now due south of Italy, quite a ways south by the way; but there is land approaching. It’s a small island; they don’t even know what it is. They take some measuring. They’re 120 feet deep; then they’re 90 feet deep; land is getting closer. It’s not a nice plush beach; there are jaded rocks. This is treacherous. They are going to crash into these rocks, and the sailors that are on board panic. They take their eyes off the promise that Paul had given. Paul said, “Stay with the ship, and you’ll be okay. The angel of the God whose I am, whom I serve appeared to me. Not one life will be lost.” These people take matters into their own hands, press the panic button and lower the lifeboat. They’re going to get in the lifeboat and go off. There are times you and I think we know better, and we’re going to abandon ship. This waiting on God stuff? Too hard, too scary. I think I have a better way. You make that decision, that's the wrong decision to make. Paul saw what was going on and told the captain, “If these men want to be saved-they want to live, they better not get in that boat. If they get in that boat and they go their own way, they’re going to parish. If they stay with the boat, they’re going to be saved.” They listened to Paul, and they cut the cables. The dingy went out to sea. You and I have all pressed the panic button at some point in time. You know the panic button. When you take your eyes off the promise, and you start focusing on the storm, you start thinking of all the things that might go wrong-all the things that could go wrong; and then you go from there to all the things that you’re certain will go wrong. You start to speak negative things instead of positive things. You start to lose faith and confidence in God, and you start to believe in the “inevitable of the storm.” 
I have a hobby, a sickness, since about age four: these old comic books I like to have around, so every year this is this big national convention in Chicago. I go and try to find some deals. I did it this year, but I did not want to miss Todd. I’m glad I came back because I wanted to hear what he had to say about mentoring, and I wanted to be here for Missions weekend; so I was back and forth every day from Chicago. It was worth it; it was fantastic. While I was there, one of my friends [who was also there] was from New York. I was at his booth with him and his wife. We were the only ones there, just kind of relaxing. The show was just getting under way. He was looking for things that I might like. There was a comic there. You’re familiar with Fantastic Four; it was the first issue of that comic. It was battered up; it was not in that great of shape, but it was still worth several thousand dollars. He couldn’t find it. He said, “Where’s that FF1? I can’t find it.” He told his wife, “It was here. It was just here. Where is it?” She said, “I don’t know. Maybe you put it in the box.” He starts looking through the boxes. At first he was pretty calm about it. “Well, I put it here. I know I brought it with me.” We were offering suggestions, “Maybe it’s…” 
“No, it’s not in that box.”

I said, “Well, listen. Obviously it’s someplace where it’s not, so we better look everywhere because if it’s somewhere where it’s not, that means it’s somewhere you don’t expect it to be. Let’s look here.” I was just trying to be a voice of calm. He starts to get edgier. He starts panicking. He’s going through the boxes more furiously. He’s looking through the stacks more quickly, more hastily. 

Then he says, “I know it’s gone. I know it’s gone! It was right here, and it’s gone! It’s been taken! I know it’s been taken! I can feel it right here. Somebody took it! Somebody took it-I just know it! I just know it! I just know it!” 

I said, “Well, maybe it’s on the floor. Let’s look at all the places it might be. Maybe it fell.”

“Well, no, it didn’t fall. It was right up here! It was right up here!” I’m trying to remain calm. I said, “Maybe it’s behind one of the books. Maybe we should pull the books on your display down because it’s behind one of the books.”

At this point, he was just ignoring me. He was blocking everything out; he was shutting it down. Then he starts to get even more panicked, and he says, “I remember when it happened. I remember when it happened. Yesterday, this guy reached across the table. I turned away, and that’s when he took it! That’s when he took it! It’s gone!” Then he goes up to this display worth thousands of dollars, and he starts shoving the stuff off and onto the floor. He’s in a rage now. He’s just uncontrolled. He goes, “That’s it. We’re closing down. We’re shutting down.” This guy has to make thousands of dollars to break even. These booths aren’t cheap. There’s transportation and food to get there. He’s not thinking anymore with reason and logic. He is just throwing all this stuff down. 
There was a guy there that was ready to make a purchase, and he was kind of like, “I’ll come back another time (with a shaky voice);” and walked away. As he was shoving all the books, there it is. There it is. He sees it behind another book, and he goes, “Ahhh,” and sits down. His wife says, “Jeff told you to look behind the books.” 

“I don’t want to hear it, Kathy!” I don’t know if you’ve ever heard an old married couple from the Bronx fight before, but it’s quite entertaining. You should charge admission for it. I thought about that, and I thought there have been times you and I have been there. We start off thinking, “I wonder if this could happen. I wonder if that happened.” We definitely take our eyes off the promise, and we start focusing on what might, what could. It goes from what might to could to probably and certainly will to definitely can and is going to happen. The next thing you know you find yourself pressing the panic button. 
We won’t ask for a raise of hands, but some of you might have even done the tossing and throwing thing bit in your house, or as we call it a “Jakey,” a little fit, little tantrum. It turns out to be not as bad as you thought it was, right? 

So these guys, they see the rocks, they know the promise-promise, rocks! Promise, rocks! “Let’s get in the boat.” They panic. Paul says, “They have to remain in the promise.” They stay in the boat; they stay with the promise. Notice where Paul’s faith is: Paul’s faith is not in the storm subsiding; it’s not in the ship holding together; it’s not in the centurion; it’s not in the captain; it’s not even in his own abilities to navigate or to swim. His faith and trust ultimately is completely in the promise, the character, the goodness of God. That’s where it needs to be, friends. You’re going through a loss for GM workers? We appreciate the leaders, the work of our government leaders to try to save it; our union leaders who are trying to save it; but our faith and hope ultimately is not in our leaders. It’s not in the company; it’s not in the economy; it’s not in our own ingenuity or creativity; it is in the living God who has promised, “I will see you through the storm. I will make you steadfast, establish you and make you firm in your faith.” That is where your promise is, and you cannot take your eyes off the prize-no matter what the circumstances are around you.
Paul knew that he was going to be delivered. He didn’t know how. We’re going to crash; “We’re going to run aground, but somehow, we’re going to be saved.” Here’s the amazing thing. Watch what happens. 

The worst thing that could happen at sea is for your boat to crash, so here’s what happens. They cut lose the anchors, and they prayed for daylight. That’s an expression meaning many of them were trying to remain in faith, but they were just struggling with it. 

One of the gentlemen at the 8 o’clock service shared with me that they found these anchors right off the coast of Malta recently in an archeological discovery. I told him to send me that information. I like reading about that sort of thing. 

On Malta, Paul is the man. They still talk about this shipwreck on that island. What happens is the bow of the boat, the front of the boat, gets caught in a sandbar. The waves are so ferocious and so relentless that now that the boat is stuck, it begins to break apart and crash. I could just hear the men going, “Here it is! You told us we were going to be saved, and now the boat is coming apart under our feet. We’re going to drown at sea!” I don’t care how good of a swimmer you are; if it’s you, the sea and the rocks, and that’s all you have, you aren’t going to make it. God uses something that nobody thought of. God does something amazing. The boat breaks apart, 276 people, and becomes hundreds of life preservers floating in the water. Isn’t that cool? The very thing that they thought would cause them to parish became the very thing that they held on to for God to deliver them. All of the sudden, there are 200, 300 life preservers floating in the water around them. They grabbed onto them and floated to security-to safety. 
Friends, sometimes we talk about GM, “Oh, GM is going to go down. We’re going to lose all these jobs.” Sometimes the very thing that has caused us the great fear can be the very thing God uses to bring deliverance. I believe years from now, Janesville is going to be stronger-not weaker. It’s not that we don’t value GM; it’s not that we don’t value the jobs we have, but I’ll tell you what: what has made companies like LSI, Lear and GM successful in our community? It’s not just because of the good products; it’s because of the hard workers. It’s because of the work ethic, their knowledge, their coming to the job and doing it correctly, the education, the experience. We could take those same assets and use them in other areas, in other fields, in other jobs. 
Sometimes the best thing that can happen to you is the worst thing that you think can happen to you. 

God took the worst thing that could happen to them, and He turned it into the source of their blessing. I don’t know what it’s going to look like for you when it comes, when that life preserver comes, but I guarantee you next time you’re in the storm, you find yourself in the water, you trust the promise. You look for that life preserver. When you see it, you’ll recognize it. You hold on to it, and it will take you exactly where you need to go. You have to trust number one in the personal care of God, the God “whose I am.” God Himself will restore and establish you. Secondly, you have to trust in the promise, regardless of the circumstances, regardless of the negative reports. Trust in the promise-not in people, not in yourself. Thirdly, trust in His provision. God can provide for you in miraculous ways that you don’t even see, that you can’t even comprehend. They never dreamed in a hundred years that the very thing they were most afraid of would be the source of their rescue.

Let’s pray together, and we’ll receive of the Lord’s Supper.

Father, we thank You for the example in this story of Paul, this great man of God, and Luke-great man of God. Men of faith who for a period of time-even for a day or a moment of that day-had given up hope of being saved. Let that be something that causes us to be sober, to be alert. We should not become arrogant in ourselves, but we are confident in You. God, the storms of this life-the economy that we’re struggling with; some who are facing difficulties from the flood this past month; others might be facing health concerns; marriage concerns; financial storms, Lord we focus on that promise of  1 Peter 5:10. God Himself will come through that storm and strengthen us. Thank you, Father, for this story of inspiration, of hope and of courage. Lord, we want to stand in faith. We want to stand as Paul and say that we believe it will turn out exactly as You have said. We want to cast our anxiety and cast our fear upon You and not real it back. Leave it there that we might walk in faith and hope. In Jesus’ name, we pray, Amen.


