Pastor Jeff Williams: March 22, 2009

Looking Under the Hood, Part VIII: “Chuck, the Zoo and You.” 

When I was a little boy growing up, I used to watch “The Tonight Show” a lot; my mom and I did. One of the frequent guests Johnny Carson had was a man by the name of Carl Sagan. Some of you might remember Carl Sagan. He had a television show, and he was kind of famous for saying, “Billions and billions.” I don’t know if he ever actually said that, but you’d see him on the Discovery Show and what have you. We’re going to show a reprise, a clip, that we showed during “The Truth Project,” and then we’re going to talk about it.  Let’s show the clip right now of Carl Sagan, who was a naturalist. All that we see is right here. That’s what a natural is. This is a closed box, a closed system. Everything that we have is explained right here. (You can find a link here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3lqsG9_ughU).

That’s quite a statement he makes there, “Cosmos are all there ever have been, all there is, all there ever will be.” There is a statement that God makes of Himself in Revelations 1:8. Jesus appears to John the Apostle, and He says, “‘I am the Alpha and the Omega,’ says the Lord God, ‘who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.’” 
There are two competing world views there, aren’t there? One is saying that this is a closed box. It’s a naturalist point of view that all the answers to the mysteries of life can be solved in what’s here and what’s around us, what’s in the universe and what’s here. There is no supernatural; there is no God; the explanation of life and how we came to be and everything is all right here. 
Then there is the atheist point of view. We’ve talked about that now for quite a while. It’s talking about cause and effect, the first cause, the design argument and all these things that we’ve talked about, so two competing world views. 
I want to begin by telling a story of a young man. Like a lot of young men, he didn’t know what direction he was going to go with his life. It was a “what am I going to be when I grow up” kind-of-thing. He struggled with school; school was not his forte. He just never seemed to find a niche, never seemed to find a place to belong. His father was really worried about him. He was really worried about his future, his career, what he was going to do because he didn’t seem to show a lot of initiative. He didn’t seem to show a lot of drive or direction one way or another, so the father-afraid he was going to squander his life-was trying to steer him in the direction of the family; that was to go in the ministry and become a pastor, a minister. So he went to theological training. He didn’t really like it that much. He really struggled through and barely got his degree in theological training. He studied the natural sciences and all the arguments we’ve talked about-natural theology rather. He studied that and all these theological concepts. When he graduated, he still was a little bit unsure of what he wanted to do with his life. Then an opportunity embarked. For a young man in his mid-20s to be able to sail on the ocean and travel to places far away was a dream come true, and this was the right time. He said, “I’m not married. I don’t have children. I haven’t started my career. I’m going to take advantage of this opportunity to go on this expedition,” so he climbed aboard the Beagle. He set off to sea, and for over four years he was at sea, traveling from place to place writing down his observations. He finally found his niche. He finally found something that he was good at. He was good at observing. He was good at recording data and analyzing data. He came home, and after about a little over two decades later, he published his most famous work that we know as the origin of species, “Charles Darwin.” It’s a name that 200 years after he was born is still being talked about. We talk about him in our high schools, our universities and our colleges-these theories of evolution, the origins of life, how we came to be. 

He came to the conclusion that everything we know comes from a process of natural selection. Natural selection is really the survival of the fittest-that if you have character traits and qualities that enable you to adapt to your environment, flourish in your environment and have off-spring, those creatures are most likely to survive and reproduce; so the fastest, the strongest, the smartest will survive, and the weakest or those who don’t have traits that can adapt or aren’t conducive to their environment will parish. Certainly, we’d all agree that there’s truth in that. That natural selection does happen. Where we would differ is that he believes that natural selection is the reason for all the diversity that we find in the world and that all of life came back from a common ancestor-a single cell life form; which as I’m helping my oldest daughter study for her biology exam, I’m being reminded again how complex just that one single cell of life is. From non-organic matter, time and random chance, the right chemicals, the right events all coming together-nobody is quite sure how it happened. Even if you’re a naturalist or someone who adheres to evolution, you’re not sure how it began or how it happened, but somehow or some scientific way, lightening or whatever it was, something sparked this non-organic matter alive. It came alive, and then it began to multiply and produce. Through natural selection diversity and the tree of life began to spring out over billions of years, and that’s really important because anything can happen in billions of years, right? Or so the premise goes. From the giraffe to the ape to the dog to people to things that swim in the sea to things that fly in the sky, the diversity of skin and creatures from fish to amphibians and reptiles, primates-all of us have a common ancestor; and all of life came from that single-cell organism, through this process of adaptation, mutation, random selection, survival of the fittest. That’s the theory. 

Now we could go off and we could talk about some of the problems with that theory, and some of you might believe that and may believe in evolution. We certainly are not trying to disrespect you in any way. There are some arguments that we have though, some problems with that. We could talk about the fact that the fossil record and Darwin felt like there’d be a plethora of transitional fossils we could examine that would show those changes, those mutations coming in to place and see that species. We all believe microevolution-variations within species, variations within a genetic code exist. How many have dogs? If we brought your dog to church, no two dogs would look alike. We know there are variations and microevolution takes place. We know in culture things change and adapt. If you’re a grasshopper and you’re green, you’re less likely to be eaten where there’s vegetation than if you’re a grasshopper and you’re white. There are more chances you’re going to be prey, so the green ones survive. We understand that, the natural selection, survival of the fittest, microevolution-there is no debating those things and that they happen in nature. 

What we do debate is that one species becomes another species. It hasn’t happened. It hasn’t happened in the fossil record. We could talk about the fact that we should see in the Precambrian period these evolving fossils, and they’re not there. Then we come into the Cambrian period, and all of the sudden, “Boom! There is life!” and it’s fully developed. It’s not showing it evolving. It’s just there, “Boom! Here it is!” It’s diverse, and it’s developed. So really this fossil record is not supporting these conclusions as it should be, and this is empirical evidence. This is something we can observe and see. We could debate how something like an eye would show such meticulous design could evolve. What good is 5 percent of an eye or a wing? What good is 10 percent of a wing? What good does that do? Obviously the wing just didn’t spread out. It had a beginning. What adaptation before a wing was a wing, how could that help the organism survive? But wings and eyes certainly show evidence of design, don’t they? We could talk about that. We could talk about some of these problems, but I really want to focus in on one aspect of this issue that I really believe points to a Creator like no other-no other evidence that we have. 
You’re going to love this illustration because you get to go to some warm place. We are going to use our imaginations. We are going to put you on a beach by the ocean. There is a beautiful blue sea, a crystal clear sky, a warm sun, nice tropical breeze, white sand squishing through your toes as you’re walking down the beach listening to the waves. You’re listening to the sea gulls, listening to the sound of the breeze in the trees. Isn’t this great? This is good, right? Good stuff. You can either be by yourself or you can be with someone else. This is your fantasy, whoever you want to walk down the shore with-that’s up to you. You’re walking down the shore and enjoying God’s creation and you’re watching the sand and seeing the ripples in the sand and it’s so beautiful. It’s so untouched, and all of the sudden you come across a word in the sand. In big letters, “H-E-L-P!” Help. You read the word “help” in the sand perfectly formed. Now what do you think when you see that? Immediately you go, “Isn’t it amazing how water and sand and wind can form these letters?” Is that what you think? Not at all. You go, “Whoa! That is one smart monkey or something around somewhere, a seal or a dolphin or something. It is scratching out these words, and boy, how did that monkey learn English. That’s just an amazing thing!” 

No, you don’t think any of those things. You wonder first of all who is in trouble. This is distress. This is a language. Languages can be signs; they can be words, characters, pictures, numbers, notes. It can be any number of things, but they’re designed to convey a message. There is intent; there is purpose; there is an author. The first thing you would do is look in the water. You’d look around you. Somebody’s in trouble. Are they still in trouble? Do they need my help? Who needs my help? There’s an explanation point. That means distress. I need help now! Somebody is communicating clear intent. This is information, and you know information does not come from nature, so you’d look to see who the author of that information was. You’d come to the conclusion that whoever it was, they’d be the guy to help; or they met their demise. Either way there is nothing I can do about it, so you continue your walk on the beach. 

Then you come across some musical notes in the sand. Somebody has drawn a quarter note. That’s the only one I can use because that’s the only one I know. I make a circle, color it in and add a stem for a quarter note, and then I’m done. I have nothing left, but I can recognize it. If I open my hymnal, I can recognize that that’s music. So you see this in the sand, and what do you think? Well, somebody either wants me to know this song; or was trying to teach somebody a song; or they’ve written a song and want to remember it and they’re writing in the sand; but one thing you don’t question is that there is an author to that song because those notes are a language. They are communicating information to you, and you know that language does not come from natural causes. Information does not just happen. If there is information, there is a mind. I think anybody on either school of thought would agree with that. Information requires a mind, so who wrote this music to us?
Or what if you turned on the TV and FOX News or CNN or whatever said, “Aliens have communicated! There is life from beyond.” There was a mathematical code that was sent to our planet or a binary code-ones and zeros; but somebody was trying to communicate to earth from space. The news was, “This is amazing! We’ve picked this up. It’s coming from light years away. It’s coming from outer space. Definitely we’re traced it. We know now that there is intelligent life besides our own on the planet because we’ve had this language! Somebody is trying to communicate with us. Somehow there is information here, so scientists are going to scramble to decipher what this code is; but we know for a fact that it’s intelligent language-like the movie “Contact.” Have you seen “Contact” with Jodie Foster years ago? Carl Sagan was the one who inspired that movie. In fact, he once said that if there could be a communication from space, we would know that there is intelligence outside of our world. He said that himself, “If we could just receive information from space…” 

Well, it’s a paradox for me that Mr. Sagan would take a message from space as proof for the existence of God, yet ignores the overwhelming evidence that is here already on this planet. You and I-every single person in this room-was once a goat, a special kind of a goat. You were a zygote, a fertilized egg. Your mother’s and your father’s DNA in the form of chromosomes-I don’t need to explain all of this to you. You understand it. It came together and formed a unique human being-that single cell had a unique DNA that was all its own. Now Charles Darwin didn’t have the benefit of knowing about DNA. Charles Darwin’s DNA really came to be in the late 1800s. Certainly we didn’t unlock it, begin to unlock it, until the 1950s with Dr. Watson and other scientists who unlocked the secrets of DNA and found out it was this double helix, that it contained information. In fact, it contained a code. We call these four letters, A-C-T-G, that really stand for chemicals. They tell the body how to arrange those amino acids, those proteins, to form you. So it is a map; it is an instruction manual; it is a code, and it is incredibly complex and incredibly dense. In fact, there is no way that man can even come close to competing with how God has made the DNA, the information that can be stored in the DNA. We’re still mapping the human genome. We’re discovering all kinds of things all the time, but if you take the information in one strand of DNA and you unroll it, it’s six feet long, and it’s in every cell of your body. There is enough information in that one strand of DNA to fill 500,000 sheets of paper with information about how to make you. Did you know that? That does not point just to intelligence. That points to incredible intelligence, intelligence that we don’t even have on this planet in and of ourselves. 

We talk about intelligent design! Wow! Intelligent design vs. what’s the opposite of intelligent design? Dumb accident. These are our alternatives. Either all of this happened by dumb accident, blind chance, or there is a designer behind the DNA. This is a language. This is a map. This is communicating how to make you and your DNA. 
You know how we talked about the chemicals, A, C, T and G? Three billion of those make up three chemicals in each DNA to make up you. There are trillions of cells in your body. 

I put together a little multimedia at the last second last night that I wanted to show you right now. There are some graphics, a narrator and some images. This is going to talk to us a little bit about DNA. 

Matter and energy-that’s what they say is all there was. We don’t know how that matter and energy got to be, but it was there. We do know this: that information is neither matter nor energy. Matter and energy convey information. Our Bibles, these are matter. It’s ink on paper. It has information on it. This is matter. We sometimes watch the television or go to our computer for information. That’s matter and energy communicating information, but information is not neither matter nor energy. Information is communicating through code, through pictures, through words, characters and notes-intent, a message comes from a mind. DNA is a language and that language-that code-speaks loudly of a Creator.
In the Book of Colossians 1:16 (page 1165 of pew Bibles), it says, “For by Him all things were created: things in Heaven and on earth, visible and invisible…” Things under the microscope are invisible to the naked eye. “…whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by Him and for Him. He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.” 
We see in Creation; we see in something like the DNA, the fingerprint of God. There is no way that something so intelligent that we cannot even understand can just happen by accident-it can come from non-living matter. That to me, above all the other arguments, speaks to the existence of God, the power of God and the wisdom of God.

The Scripture says in Romans 1, “Professing to be wise, they became fools.”

There are times when I will follow a story-maybe it’s on Dateline or something else. We’ll find out how there was a rush to judgment about a certain suspect. Police ignored other leads because they were so convinced that they had the guy. They pursued the guy and arrested the guy, and then they found out years later through DNA testing that they had the wrong guy. Whoever it was that was responsible-sometimes they catch them, sometimes they don’t-those leads are cold now because the police ignored that evidence. Somebody will get on and they’ll say, “Well, I said this. I said that, but they didn’t want to listen.” And this is not a knock on law enforcement. Law enforcement does a great job, but law enforcement is also made up of fallible people. From time to time, you’ll hear a story like that. They’re so convinced that they’re right, they try to make the evidence fit their conclusions.  
I believe the same thing is going on here. We’re so convinced that for a naturalist there cannot be a God; there cannot be a supernatural. It’s a closed system, a closed box, that they don’t even entertain the idea that there could be a God. So they try to make evidence fit even if it doesn’t fit. Even if the fossil record is not demonstrating my conviction, it’s true. Even if these others-as we are finding out so much more through science about the human body and the wonder of creation-even though that’s pointing to a God, I’ll choose to ignore that because I’m so convinced that I’m right. 
Becoming a Christian or being a person of faith does not mean you leave your intellect at the door. It does not mean you cannot embrace science. All truth is God’s truth. As we continue to unravel the mysteries of the world, we’ll become all the more convinced of the reality of God. 

There is a nano-scientist that I’d like to quote this morning by the name of James Tour from Rice University. He has written a statement here. He said, “I stand in awe of God.” This man tries to understand molecules for a living, so he’s a little smarter than us. He says, “I stand in awe of God because of what He has done through His creation. Only a rookie who knows nothing about science would say that science takes away from faith. If you really study science, it will bring you closer to God,” James Tour.

We’ve learned a lot of things. We’ve studied a lot as we’ve talked about reasons to believe in God, reasons in Creation point to the existence of God. Now we’re going to start taking things in a different direction. Now we’re going to start talking about matters of faith. We’re going to continue in our series on apologetics, “Looking Under the Hood,” trying to understand not just the what but the why and the how. We’re going to go from natural science in Creation and all these arguments-theodicy and things we’ve talked about. We are going to start talking about matters of faith. 
We’re going to begin by talking about the New Testament next week. Is the New Testament reliable? How did this document that we call the New Testament, how did it come to be? Is it trustworthy? How do we know who wrote it? You and I have heard a lot of things that aren’t true. People have said, “Well, you know the Bible was written by men who were not eyewitnesses or who were second and third century after Christ. Or, “There were a lot of political reasons why we have the books we have and some other Gospels that were just as real and just as authentic were left out of the text.” You’ve heard a lot of things like that in movies like the “Da Vinci Code” and other places. We’re going to show a couple of those clips, and I’ve studied that field. I feel a whole lot more comfortable in that field than I do in biology, I’ll tell you that. I’ve got some things to share with you, so we’ll be talking about that next week.
Let’s stand together and let’s open our Bibles up to Psalm 139 (pg 618 of pew Bibles). In Psalm 139, we find the Psalmist David talking about the wonder of Creation. There is a passage that we’re going to read together out loud. We’re going to begin reading with Verse 13, and we’re going to read through Verse 18. I think that even though we’re familiar with this Scripture, as some of you are, the things that we’ve talked about this morning, seen and learned, are going to make this text even more true, even more real, even more alive to us. So we’re going to begin reading at Verse 13, and we’re going to read aloud. “For You created my inmost being; You knit me together in my mother’s womb. I praise You because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Your works are wonderful; I know that full well. My frame was not hidden from You when I was made in the secret place. When I was woven together in the depths of the earth, Your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were written in Your book before one of them came to be. How precious to me are Your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them! Were I to count them, they would outnumber the grains of sand. When I awake, I am still with You.”
Let’s pray:

Father, we know so much more than David knew when he wrote that about the wonder of Creation. We’re learning more things all the time. DNA speaks like an alarm. These other things that we’ve talked about bear witness to our Creator, bear witness the information-communication comes from a mind. This code, this language, these building blocks of life are amazing. Lord, now as we transition from these natural sciences and these proofs to talking about matters of faith-who You are and how You’ve revealed Yourself, be with us on that study, direct us, teach us and show us. Help us, Lord, to take the things that we’ve already learned and apply them-not only to our lives but use them to help others who are looking for answers, who are looking for truth. We are thankful that all truth is Your truth. Lord, we can either recognize that we are here because of intelligent design, or we are here because of a dumb accident, random chance. If that’s the case, life has no meaning. It has no purpose. It’s random; it’s an accident. But Your Word is very clear that we are not accidents. We have design and we have purpose. All things that have been made have been made by You and for You. So, Lord, we thank You for that Truth that is shaping our lives. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

