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“IF JESUS COULD RAISE A DECOMPOSING
DEAD MAMN FROM THE GRAVE, CAN HE NOT
ALSO DELIVER THOSE THAT ARE DEAD IN
SIN? IT IS OUR PRIVILEGE IN THE LAST
DAYS TO WORSHIP A PERSONAL GOD WHO
CREATED US WITH PURPOSE AND LOVES

TO DELIVER US FROM SIN."”

It is a compelling story. Jesus® friend Lazarus was so sick thar he
was about to die. His sisters sent for Jesus, saving, “Please come and
help: The one you love dearly 15 abour to die.™ One day passed and
then rwi. At least by the third day the loving Savior would show up,
right? Can you imagine the sadness and utrer contusion that must have
seized the minds of Lazarus® sisters when it appeared rhar Jesus was not
coming: As-the story continues, we discover that Jesus does nor come
unol the fourth day. What took Him so long? Now, Lazarus is dead.

In the last issue, we discussed God’s unique_and exclusive role as
Creator. We discovered that in the last days one of the most critical real

ations that we must come o
is that God created us with a
definite purpose in mind. If we
can truly understand our o

gin and why we are here, we
are well on the road o fulfill
ing our destiny.
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many are sorrowful abou

the death af Lazarus, and Jesus -'-il'l.!”:: appears on the fourth l.:<.:1‘_-'.

Fhere are so many questions in the minds of the mournful onlook

ers. [ can hear it now, “What rook You so long, Jesus? If You were
here, Lazarus would not be dead!?™

Hawe vou ever felt like Jesus took too long to appear in your
distressful sifuarion? Jesus savs, “And 1 am glad for your sakes thar
[ was not tl'l‘l_'rl_'\ (E8] :lll.' IMEEnt _'n':' |‘|E.'|'| hl.‘.l'.l."l-'l'; |-||.'.'\|-'L'|.|.|'|L'|L':\"l IL'.. s ;.','“
unte_him” {John 11:15). 5o0n atter, Jesus tested the faith of
Lazarus® sister Martha by sayving that he would rise again. Martha
said that yes; he would rise on resurrection day. *Jesus said unto
her. T am the resurrection, and the life: he that believerth in me,
thoughihe were dead, yer shall he live™ [verse 25). Jesus was say-
g to all sencrations that when our hopes are decomposimg
guickly like Lazarus' body, and as a result, the terrible odor of
doubr and apparent impossibilities overwhelm us, He is the resur
rection and brings life to the dead.

What happens next is amazing. “And when he thus had spoken,
he cried with a lodd voice, Lazarus, come forth, And he that was dead
came forth. boand hand and foor with graveclothes: and his fageavas
bound abour with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and
ler i go, Then many of the Jews which came to Mary, and had seen
the things which Jesus did beligved on him™ {verses 43-45).

God's role as Creator is closely aligned with His role as
Redeemer. The same God who created us with purpose also came
in human form when we were most in need amd continued His re-
creative process of saving us from sin (see Romans 5:6-8). If Jesus
could raise a @ecomposing dead man from the grave, can He not

also deliver those that dee dead in sin? lris our privilege in the fast

days ro worship a |'u_';'_l,|;:|1;|| God who created us with purpose and
loves to deliver us from sin: What-a wonderful God He is!

In the next three issues we will continue to discover how God's
fame reveals Hisability tetake us to our altimiate victoryover sin.
Remember, God laves you.
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