Policy 1101


The Elder and Divorce 
Adopted:  October 16, 2008

Introduction

The Elders of Westwood Baptist Church have developed the following statement in an effort to assure the selection of Elders/Pastors meet the biblical qualifications for the Office of Elder.  In light of congregational expectations or culture and in an effort to assure unity in the body, the Elders have agreed to hold a higher standard for the Office of Pastor. 
I. “Husband of one wife”

The Greek words are simply “one woman man” or “one wife man.”  Does it mean one at a time or one during a lifetime? The term refers to the quality of the present relationship.  It describes a loyal husband living in a pure marriage relationship without mental or overt disloyalty or promiscuity. This is not an issue of marital status, but the elder’s moral and sexual purity.
II.   Can a man be the “husband of one wife” if he remarries after divorce?

In the position paper adopted by the Elders, the Council’s stance on divorce and remarriage is clear.  The position paper includes our commitment to preserving marriages as found in the Relational Commitment by Peacemaker Ministries. 
III.   How does this apply to 1 Timothy 3:2?

The questions  are:

a.  Now that a man has a biblical divorce and remarriage does this still disqualify him for the office of an elder?  
b. Is he the husband of one wife without any breaking of God’s law?  
If  the man meets the requirement for remarriage then technically, he meets the requirement of 1 Tim. 3:2.  The point of this qualification, “a one woman man,” is not simply a legal statement but rather a quality of a man’s life.  The man may legally be the husband of one wife and yet not qualify to be an elder because his present condition may not be one of a faithful loving husband.  Each case requires a thorough investigation with regard to being an elder.  There are some men, who have never been divorced but do not qualify in light of being a “one woman man”-- without mental or overt disloyalty.

IV.  Can an elder who has been divorced become a pastor?

If we agree with the first three statements then the answer is yes.  
All church leaders must meet the qualifications of I Tim 3:2 (i.e. being above reproach).  No one, however, should be able to bring an accusation about anything in the life of a pastor that would reflect negatively on exhibition of God’s glory or might compromise the testimony of the church.

Marriage is an illustration of the relationship between Christ and the church (Eph. 5:21-33). Divorce spoils the illustration and mars the picture.  Once a divorce has taken place, perhaps followed by remarriage, the typology is blemished.  To ignore the fact of divorce ignores the priority God has placed on the permanence of marriage.  In the case of a pastor, higher qualifications and expectations are appropriately applied.  

It is therefore the position of the Elder Council of Westwood Baptist Church that persons designated as Pastors will be held to a higher standard and will not recommend to the congregation the employment of a pastor who has been divorced and remarried.  
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