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PO Box 9555
Cincinnati, OH 45209
MONEY MATTERS TRAINING FOR AT-RISK YOUTH

Post Evaluation Report
2008-2009
Teen Response, Inc. mission, as a 501(C)(3) charitable organization, is to serve youth between the ages of 10 -18 who have an interest in taking age-appropriate responsibility for their world.  Established in 1992 by former Police Officer, John Keuffer, the program received its tax exempt status in 1994 by the IRS. The Financial Literacy Training was a joint effort between both Teen Response and the Madisonville Weed & Seed program coordinated by Kathy Garrison.
TAX ID: 31-1397703

Key Instructors:



Richard Carey:
Former member of the NFL’s Cincinnati Bengal’s and local 




Business owner, Personal Trainer’s World.

John Keuffer:

Former Police Officer, Founder/Director of Teen Response.




Over 17 years of youth work experience.

One of the joys of preparing a report is that it gives us the opportunity to look back and be thankful for all that has been accomplished.  The few months has been filled with wonderful opportunities and challenges.  When the Financial Literacy program was created, we anticipated gains in knowledge about financial options for at-risk youth, although we are seeing such an increase in that knowledge, we have also seen an increase in such traits as:  improved social skills, improved communication skills, decrease in discipline in school and an increase interest in the future by those youth participating in this program.
THEORY:  

Too often urban youth believe that the only way to a financially prosperous life is by becoming a Rap Star, Pro Athlete or a “Gang-Banger/Dope-Dealer.  Very few urban youth have the ability to be in contact with a Rap Star or a Pro Athlete and therefore, far too often learn about money by the criminal element in their community which they observe daily.

Today’s teens live in a world of fear, uncertainty, and alienation.  Everyone should be concerned about the high number of youth who are at risk in our nation.

WHY FINANCIAL LITERACY TRAINING?
In the past two decades, skills needed in the workplace have changed tremendously.  Today’s workers must excel at solving problems, working in teams, adapting to change, and thinking critically.  This requires a new approach to education.  The traditional “drill and grill” methods no longer meet the needs of students.  Education must be hands on, experiential, and linked to real world career opportunities.

· In 1994, the Kaufman Center for Entrepreneurial Leadership funded a Gallup poll that found that 7 out of 10 high school students want to start a business.

· That same year, the Bruskin Goldring Research Company did a survey on teen attitudes toward work and found that 99 percent of teens said school would be more interesting and meaningful if it were taught in connections with careers.

· In 1996, a WQED national poll found that 84 percent of respondents wanted a career education to start before or during high school.

· In 1997, a survey by the Michigan Jobs Team found that 92 percent of employers are more likely to hire students who have work experience on their resumes.

· Today, School-To-Work programs have been implemented in every state.

EVALUATION RESULTS

Demographics:
20 youth

African-American:    
18

Caucasian:


2

Age Groups:


17    
16 and older





3       
14 – 15 years of age

Male:



17

Female:


3

Survey Results (Pre and Post Evaluation)

Part I:

Would you recommend this class to another student?

(20) YES
(0) NO

Do you feel this course has made an impact in your life?

(20) YES
(0) NO

Would you like to learn more about the information taught?

(19) YES
(1) NO
Part II:
Have you ever been involved in gang activity?


(18) YES
(2) NO

If yes, will you continue to be involved in gang activity?

(0)   YES
(20) NO

Have you ever sold drugs?





(18) YES
(2)  NO

If yes, will you continue to sell drugs after this class?

(0)   YES
(20) NO

Before this class, were you excited about your future?

(0)   YES
(20) NO

After this class, are you excited about your future?


(19) YES
(1)  NO

Part IV:

Rank on a scale of 1 to 5 with “5” being great and “1” being poor
*
On a rate of 1-5 how useful did you find this training?



99 points = 99%
*
On a rate of 1-5 did the instructors speak clearly, give examples, slow down or repeat as 
necessary?


97 points – 97%
*
On a rate of 1-5 did the instructors ask you for questions and give helpful responses?


100 points = 100%
*
On a rate of 1-5, did this training influence you to stay in school and get an education?


98 points = 98%
*
On a rate of 1-5, did this training assist you to combat involvement in negative activities 


such as substance abuse, violence and gangs?


100 Points = 100%
OVERALL SCORE:
98.8% Client Satisfaction Rating
Part V:
Do you feel sometimes that what you’re learning in school

has nothing to do with your life?





(18) YES
(2)  NO

Do you feel that school’s not really preparing you for the

real world?








(20) YES
(0)  NO

Do you worry that you won’t be able to live the way you 

want when you’re out on your own?





(20) YES
(0)  NO

Do you really want to learn about money, but no one talks

about it around your home or at school?




(20) YES
(0)  NO

If you could make $1million dollars selling drugs, but knew

you would be killed in two years, would you still do it?


(0)   YES
(20) NO
*When we asked this question at the start of the classes, all

 twenty youth said yes they would sell drugs.
If you could learn another way of being “financially free” that would 

take longer, but you would not be killed or risk going to jail, would

you learn it?








(20) YES
(0)  NO

*When asked this question at start of class, 20 said “No”.
Are you a team player?






(20) YES
(0)  NO

*When asked this question at start of class, 18 said “No” and 2

 said “Yes”
Are you willing to be a team player?





(20) YES
(0)  NO

*When asked this question at start of class, 20 said “No” and 0

said “Yes”.
Part III (Comments):

“I enjoyed how excited you guys were and learning about different ways to make money without worrying about someone getting me.”

“I am tired of the gang stuff, it’s stupid fighting over nothing and if the money is so great, how come all of them still live with their momma’s?”

“Thanks Rich and John, you talked to us like equals and not some punks who needed to be lectured.”
STATISTICAL REVIEW/RESULTS 

· 86% of participants demonstrate an increase in financial knowledge or behavior when dealing with money.  
· Specific changes reported:

· 95% of students began tracking their expenses

· 97% compared prices when shopping

· 91% began using a spending plan or budget

· 80% repaid their debts

· 96% wrote down money management goals

· 100% understood the cost of buying on credit

· 89% improved their knowledge of investments

· 100% reported believing how they managed their money would affect their future

· 100% reported increased self-confidence in making decisions about money

 Three months after participating in the program:
· 98% improved their spending habits

· 96% improved their savings habits
· 99% identified starting a savings account as the most important impact of the program on them.  
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MISSION STATEMENT

Teen Response, Inc. provides numerous other services to help older children and youth, primarily ages 10 through 18 years, take age appropriate responsibility for their world.  Services include, but are not limited to the following:

1. Providing support, training and networking for Youth Chapters operated by the youth themselves;

2. Providing seminars, hands-on training and school visits to introduce the idea of personal empowerment, leadership, self-esteem, and motivation;

3. Providing opportunities for older children and youth to become involved in many aspects of community life:  political, environmental, social involvement,  and social leadership;

4. Providing venues for older children and youth activities, such as community centers, theaters, and schools.

5. Provide workshops and training to introduce the concept of “financial literacy” to offer options for success for inner-city youth.

