Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 14, 2010
11:00 A. M.

MUSIC FOR GATHERING

CHIMES

GREETING & NEWS ABOUT LIFE OF THE CHURCH
(Please sign the Fellowship Pad located in the pew.

And please include your contact information.)

PRELUDE: Praise the Lord in His Holy Temple C. Yanerelli

CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader: The heavens tell of the glory of God. The expanse of
space proclaims God’s handiwork.
People: We celebrate the steadfast love of God, our

Creator. Surely God is faithful to all who live
in covenant with him.

Leader: From the sun’s rising to its setting, the creation
declares God’s faithful provision. Day and night our
God reigns and watches over us.

People: The commandments of God are clear and
enlightening our minds. God’s perfect laws
call us to be our best.

Leader: God'’s foolishness is infinitely wiser that human
wisdom. God’s weakness overwhelms our human
strength.

People: Thanks be to God, for in Christ we come to

know God’s true and righteous will. In the
Holy Spirit, we savor God’s inspired wisdom
and strength.

PRAYER OF PRAISE
*SONG OF PRAISE #469: Morning Has Broken

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Holy God, help us to know ourselves as we are, and set
before us a vision of what could be if we faithfully follow
your commands. We admit our short-sighted views. We
act in ways that seem to meet our immediate interests,
without considering the long-term results. Forgive us when
we squander the gifts of time and opportunity in this life.
Forgive us when we ignore your Word, and when we flee
from your presence in doubt and rebellion. We want and
need the life you offer in Jesus Christ. In your mercy,
forgive and help us, we pray. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE: To God be the Glory
(Children may come forward for the Children’s Sermon at this time.)
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! Let the earth hear his voice!
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! Let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father through Jesus the Son,
And give Him the glory: great things He has done!

CHILDREN’S SERMON

ANTHEM: Austrian Hymn C. Morgan
Carol Morgan, Trumpet

SCRIPTURE LESSON:  Psalm 32 (O.T. p. 512)

SERMON: “Your Spiritual Rodeo™
“Do not be like the horse or the mule, ...” Psalm 32:9

*SONG OF AFFIRMATION #403: What a Friend We Have in Jesus

*AFFIRMATION FAITH

Call: We believe in the Blessed Trinity,
Response: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Call: We believe in God the Father,

Response: Who planned our salvation from the depths of
eternity past.

Call: We believe in God the Son,

Response: Who came, when the time was right, as a holy
offering for our sin.

Call: We believe in God the Spirit,

Response: Whose power raised Jesus from death, and by
whose power we live in newness of life.

Call: We believe in the Blessed Trinity,
Response: One God, in three Persons, Father, Son and
Holy Spirit.

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY: The Happy Song
*DOXOLOGY #592: Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

*PRAYER OF THANKS & THE LORD’S PRAYER

*SONG FOR LIVING #507: | Come with Joy (v. I, 4)

*CHARGE TO THE CONGREGATION & BENEDICTION

*MUSIC FOR SERVICE: Trumpet Tune in D

*THE PEOPLE’S RESPONSE #507: | Come with Joy (v. 5)

by David Johnson

* Please stand if you are able.

* We welcome you! Information about St. Thomas is in our visitor bags
on the literature table in the narthex.

* We care about your children. We have a wonderful staff of
Sunday School teachers and nursery workers. Weekly Sunday School is
offered at 9:30 a.m. We invite parents of infants and small children to
take them to the nursery located in the Christian Education building prior
to the service. Children Kindergarten age and younger are invited to Kids’
Worship Hour in Room 8 after the Children’s Sermon.

Worship Today

Assisting in worship today are Fred Hamilton, worship leader; Tom
Atkins, sermon and children’s sermon; and Dr. Richard Hazelip, guest
organist.

For hearing enhancement, FM receivers are available from the
ushers.

Large print bulletins are available from the ushers.

Today’s sermon CD’s are available in the Narthex.
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Prayer Focus: Sunday, 3/14- Service of Anointing; Monday, 3/15 - Our
community's public servants; Tuesday, 3/16 - Women's Gatherings; Wednesday,
3/17 - Celebrating St. Patrick; Thursday, 3/18 - Praise Team; Friday, 3/19 - Viewing
Lent through the lens of our vision statement; Saturday, 3/20 - Mission
Committee.

Anointing Service today ... immediately following the Worship Service in our
Prayer Room. Anointing may be a real help in times of physical illness, impending
surgery, emotional pain, critical decisions and spiritual renewal. In any one of
these experiences, the service of anointing can bring healing, forgiveness, peace,
and a profound sense of God’s enabling presence. Based on the Biblical teaching
in James 5:13-18, the anointing service provides an occasion for individuals to
know and feel the powerful presence of God in the context of a faith community.

Mo Ranch Retreat Sign Up: Our Memorial Day Weekend at Mo-Ranch is
literally around the corner. If you have never been and are interested in learning
more about Mo, please check out their web site — http://www.moranch.com/.
Registration ends Monday, March |5. St. Thomas members have first priority but,
registration is open to any family interested in attending. For any questions about
registration, please feel free to contact John C. Woodhouse (281-679-5760) or
Missy Goodall (281-493-5243).

St. Thomas Summer Mission Trip: Sunday, August 8 to Thursday, August |2.
We will be working at Camp Baker Mountain in Spenser TN or at Camp
Cumberland Pines in Altamont TN. This is a family program for church members
and other extended family members. We will sleep in cabins with bunk beds and
mattresses. Cost: $175 for adults and $150 for children under 12 years.
Payment is due by May |I. Contact Nancy Hamilton for more information

Cell: 713-824-3740; e-mail: nlhfirm@aol.com



Women’s Monthly Gathering: Bring a friend and enjoy some adult fellowship
on Tuesday, March 16 at Achille’s Italian Restaurant (1127 Eldridge Parkway &
Enclave) at 6:30 p.m. (or whenever you can make it)! We meet the third Tuesday
of every month. Hope you can join us!

St. Thomas Women’s Ministry - Spring Fellowship and Luncheon @
MAM - (Memorial Assistance Ministries) on Saturday, March 27, 2010:
St. Thomas Women and their guests are invited for fellowship and lunch at
Memorial Assistance Ministries (MAM). We are delighted that Martha Macris,
Executive Director will speak to our group concerning MAM’s services to families
or individuals who find themselves in temporary crisis. Vicki White will have the
lunch menu and signup sheet in fellowship hall after the worship service today.

Youth Group tonight, 5-7 p.m.: We will play a few goofy games, then be
making the publicity packages that will be distributed to the Nottingham Forest
neighborhood. Bring friends and $5 for supper. Next week, is Game Night!

Youth Group Annual Plant Sale is here! Please help support this growing

program, while adding beauty to the earth! Orders will be taken in the Fellowship
Hall through March 28.

Christian Discipleship Today
All classes are 9:30 — 10:30 a.m., unless otherwise noted

Children’s Sunday School -

Pre-school & I** Grade - Godly Play — Jesus and the children

2"¢ — 5™ Graders — Bible-based computer games in Room 5!
Youth Sunday School (Jr. & Sr. High combined in Youth Annex) —

“Things Christians Believe,” part of the Faith in Motion series that challenges

the youth to approach life as a disciple of Jesus Christ.
Adult Sunday School:
Transformation: Being a Disciple: Come join the discussion that is being
led by Dennis Cornwell and Boone Vastine in Room 7.
The Song of Solomon: God’s Instruction Manual for Love, Sex,
Marriage and Romance: Join Missy Goodall, Hobert Plunkett, and Sheri
DeGrace in Rm. 10 as we study God’s message for us in The Song of Solomon.
Extended Care (Childcare and Bible Study after the Children’s Sermon in Rm. 8)

Today: Linda Kubena

EASTER LILY ORDER

IN MEMORY OF

IN HONOR OF

FOR THE GLORY OF

Price - $9.50 ea.

Name
Number Ordered
Amount Paid

A St. Thomas Mission/Fund Raiser to help the BROOKWOOD COMMUNITY
Deadline to order is Sunday, March 28, 2010

Make your check payable to St. Thomas Presbyterian Church. You can mail to the
church office or place in the offering plate with the order form.

Questions — Please contact Patty Koontz at 281-496-1219 or email
patty.koontz@bp.com
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Sunday Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Coffee Connection 10:30 a.m.

Worship Service 11:00 a.m.

Anointing Service 12:00 p.m.

Youth Group 5:00 p.m.

Monday Membership Committee 2:30 p.m.
ChristCare SEA Meeting 7:00 p.m.

Tuesday Men’s Group 6:45 a.m.
Staff Meeting I:15 p.m.

Women’s Gathering 6:30 p.m.

ChristCare Group 7:00 p.m.

Fellowship Committee 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday Early Risers Bible Study 6:45 a.m.
Pastor’s Bible Study 11:00 a.m.

Pastor’s Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Thursday Lectio Divina 9:30 a.m.
Handbells 6:15 p.m.

ChristCare Group 6:30 p.m.

Praise Team Rehearsal 7:00 p.m.

Choir Rehearsal 7:30 p.m.

Saturday Contemplative Prayer 9:00 a.m.
Kitchen Cleaning 9:30 am.

Sunday Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Coffee Connection 10:30 a.m.

Worship Service 11:00 a.m.

ChristCare Group 4:30 p.m.

Youth Group 5:00 p.m.

St. Thomas Elders

Class of 2010 Class of 2011 Class of 2012
Sheri DeGrace David Goodall, Jr. Leona Bernard
Rich McLean Susan Grant Becky Brown
Donnie Rice Patty Koontz Nancy Hamilton
Mark Ridgaway Vicki White Dick Meyer
Tabitha Wagner John C. Woodhouse

St. Thomas Staff
Thomas Atkins, Pastor
Kay Cronk, Director of Congregational Care
David Goodall, Sr., Parish Associate
Christy Gurley, Director of Family Ministries
Wendy Ostien, Director of Music
Jan Simmons, Administrative Manager
Brent Ward, Contemporary Music Director

14100 Memorial Drive, Houston, TX 77079
Office: 281-497-4846; 24-Hour Prayer Line: 281-759-PRAY
Office Hours: 8:00-3:00 p.m.; Monday through Friday
Fax: 281-497-3412; www.stthomaspc.org

OUR MISSION: To lead people to a growing relationship with Jesus Christ.

Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 14,2010

Transformation

’ ®  OUR VISION FOR 2012:
‘ Transformed by faith;
Transforming through service.

ST. THOMAS

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH




