
TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
September 5, 2010  

11:00 A. M. 
 
 

GATHERING TO WORSHIP  
 
MUSIC FOR GATHERING  
 
CHIMES 
 
GREETING & NEWS ABOUT LIFE OF THE CHURCH 

(Please sign the Fellowship Pad located in the pew. 
And please include your contact information.) 

 
 

ENGAGING GOD WITH MUSIC AND PRAYERS 
 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP  from Psalm 149  
Leader: Praise God, all people who are called to be saints.  

Sing a new song in the assembly of the faithful. 
People: We will be glad in God our Maker.  We will 

rejoice with music and dancing. 
Leader:   God takes pleasure in us and receives our worship.  

God lifts up the humble and invites us to share God’s 
glory. 

People:   We will not cease to give thanks in all things.  
We look to God for revelation and wisdom. 

Leader:   Listen here for God’s Word of truth.  Share with one 
another the gospel of salvation. 

People:   We are here to seek a better way of life.  We 
have come to learn and to do what God 
intends. 

  
PRAYER OF PRAISE 

 
*SONGS OF PRAISE:    Come, Now Is the Time to Worship 

                                      #10 Majesty 
                             

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Merciful God, you created us out of love, calling us to 
choose blessings and to delight in your law; instead, we 
follow our own capricious nature.  Rather than seeing 
freedom in your decrees, we see constraints.  We 
convince ourselves that we know what we need better 
than you do.  We make choices that hurt others and lead 
us away from you.  Forgive us for all the ways we fall 
short in what we do and in what we fail to do.  Instill in us 
the desire to grow in our faith and our discipleship so we 
can help grow your kingdom with integrity.  Amen. 

 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

 
*RESPONSE OF PRAISE #20:  Let There Be Glory and Honor and Praises 

 (Children may come forward for the Children’s Sermon at this time.) 
 
 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 

  
ANTHEM:   On Christ I Stand S. Callaway      
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON:  Luke 14:25-33 (N.T. p. 73) 
 
SERMON                  “Towers for Jesus” 

Which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down  
and estimate the cost, …”  Luke 14:28 

 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

*SONG OF AFFIRMATION #654:  Change My Heart, O God  
  

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from Romans 6 
We believe that in all things God works for the good of 
those who love him and have been called according to his 
purposes.  If God is for us, nothing can stand against us.  
And nothing will separate us from the love of Christ.  For 
we are convinced that neither life nor death, neither 
things in the present nor the future, nor anything in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God 
that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen. 

 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 
OFFERTORY 
 

*DOXOLOGY #815:  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
 

*PRAYER OF THANKS 
 
 

+++CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION+++ 
 

The Invitation to the Table 
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

The Communion Prayer 
Breaking, Pouring, Sharing the Elements  

(Come forward and receive Christ’s wholeness by intinction – 
taking a piece of the bread and dipping into the cup.) 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer 
 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 
*SONG FOR LIVING #444:  I Love to Tell the Story (v. 1, 3)     
 
*CHARGE TO THE CONGREGATION & BENEDICTION 

 
*THE PEOPLE’S RESPONSE #444:  I Love to Tell the Story (v. 4) 
 
*MUSIC FOR GOING OUT TO MINISTRY 
 

* Please stand if able. 
 
 

IF YOU ARE NEW 

*  We welcome you!  Information about St. Thomas is in our visitor bags 
on the literature table in the narthex.   
*  We care about your children.  We have a wonderful staff of 
Sunday School teachers and nursery workers.  Weekly Sunday School is 
offered at 9:30 a.m.  We invite parents of infants and small children to 
take them to the nursery located in the Christian Education building prior 
to the service.  Children Kindergarten age and younger are invited to Kids’ 
Worship Hour in Room 8 after the Children’s Sermon. 
*  Refreshments!  We enjoy them together after the service in our 
Fellowship Hall to the left as you exit the sanctuary. 
*  Parking is located to the west, north and (on Sundays) east in the 
Yorkshire Academy lot. 

Worship Today
 

Assisting in worship today are Larry Maple, worship leader; Tom 
Atkins, sermon and children’s sermon. 
Flowers today are given by Deb & John Woodhouse in celebration of 
their 28th wedding anniversary. 
Bibles are located in the racks in front of or under the pews.   
For hearing enhancement, FM receivers are available from the 
ushers. 
Large print bulletins are available from the ushers. 
A wheelchair is available, and an usher will assist you if needed. 
Today’s sermon CD’s are available in the Narthex. 

Life and Ministry Through STPC 
 

Pastoral Joys and Concerns:  Walter Bernard, recovering from 
surgery.   
 
Prayer Focus:  Sunday, 9/5 - Wendy Ostien, Director of Music; Monday, 
9/6 - Celebrating those who labor for the benefit of others; Tuesday, 9/7 - 
Membership Committee; Wednesday, 9/8 - Thanksgiving for St. Thomas 
website and Web Master; Thursday, 9/9 - Peace in the Middle East; Friday, 
9/10 - Prayer Chain - Evelyn Shelton; Saturday, 9/11 - Remembering 9/11. 



Our annual Fall Kick-off is coming up on Sunday, September 12, 
both before and after worship service in the Fellowship Hall.  Come 
browse the informational tables from the various ministry groups within 
the church to see what's going on and how to get involved.  Also, our 
special musical guest, Leah White, will be providing musical treats for us 
then!!  Please contact Barb Funk, Sheri DeGrace or Dennis Cornwell for 
more information about the Kick-Off. 
 
Tuesday Women’s Circle begins on Tuesday, September 7 at 10:00 
a.m. in Room 7.  Join the group for a lively study of the book of Revelation 
led by Kay Cronk.  All women of St. Thomas and friends are invited to 
attend.  Contact the Circle Chair, Bev Kelly, for more information. 
 
God is calling St. Thomas into a closer walk with Him.  Join us in 
prayer, as we seek to discern God's will for St. Thomas.  Weekly Prayer 
Services are on Wednesday evenings at 6:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.  Help 
us to move our church onto "His Agenda."   
 
Food Pantry Needs:  canned spaghetti sauce and canned vegetables, 
jelly. 
 
Music Notes:  The Choir has resumed regular Thursday evening 
rehearsals from 7:30 - 9:00 p.m. in Annex A.  New members are always 
welcome, and this is a great time to start!   Handbells will resume this 
Thursday, September 9, from 6:15 - 7:30 p.m. in Annex B.  Those 
interested in being new members should please contact Wendy Ostien at 
832 321-3487 or mostien@comcast.net. 
 
Ladies Night Out:  Ladies of St. Thomas and Friends:  Please come join 
us for an evening of fun, fellowship, and a sing-along on Friday, Sept. 10 at 
6:30 p.m.  Celebrate the approach of Fall with a potluck at the home of 
Norma Chandler (1370 Country Place Circle).  Please RSVP in the 
Fellowship Hall on Sunday, September 5; or to Theodora Pounds at 281-
851-2682 or tmpounds@att.net.  What’s in a name?  What dish to bring 
is:  last names starting with A through E, please bring a main dish; F 
through P bring a dessert; and Q through Z bring an appetizer.    

 
Mark your calendars:  Church-wide camping trip will be Friday, 
October 8 – 10 at Stephen F. Austin Park! 
 
St. Thomas CROP Walk: This year’s downtown Houston CROP Walk 
will be November 7.  Please mark your calendars and plan to walk or 
sponsor a walker. 
 
Deadline for signing up for the Youth Retreat to guarantee a spot!!!  
Tell Miss Christy TODAY if you are going!!! 

  
 

CHURCH SCHEDULE:  September 5 - 12, 2010 
Sunday Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 
 Coffee Connection 10:30 a.m. 
 Worship Service 11:00 a.m. 
 ChristCare Group 4:30 p.m. 
Monday Labor Day – Church Office Closed  
Tuesday Men’s Group 6:45 a.m. 
 Tuesday Circle 10:00 a.m. 
 Staff Meeting 1:15 p.m. 
 ESL 6:30 p.m. 
 ChristCare Group 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday Early Risers Bible Study 6:45 a.m. 
 ChristCare Group 1:30 p.m. 
 Prayer Service 6:00 p.m. 
Thursday Lectio Divina 9:30 a.m. 
 Handbells 6:15 p.m. 
 ESL 6:30 p.m. 
 Praise Team Rehearsal 7:00 p.m. 
 Choir Rehearsal 7:30 p.m. 
Friday Ladies Night Out 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday Contemplative Prayer 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday Fall Festival 9:30 a.m. 
 Coffee Connection 10:30 a.m. 
 Worship Service 11:00 a.m. 
 Fall Festival 12:00 p.m. 
  

 

St. Thomas Elders 
 Class of 2010 Class of 2011 Class of 2012 
 Sheri DeGrace David Goodall, Jr. Leona Bernard 
 Rich McLean Susan Grant Becky Brown 
 Donnie Rice Patty Koontz Nancy Hamilton 
 Mark Ridgaway Vicki White Dick Meyer 
 Tabitha Wagner John C. Woodhouse 
  

 
St. Thomas Staff 

Director of Congregational Care 
David Goodall, Sr., Parish Associate 

Christy Gurley, Director of Family Ministries 
Dr. Richard Hazelip, Organist 

Wendy Ostien, Director of Music 
Jan Simmons, Administrative Manager 

Brent Ward, Contemporary Music Director 

 
14100 Memorial Drive, Houston, TX  77079 

Office: 281-497-4846; 24-Hour Prayer Line:  281-759-PRAY 
Office Hours:  8:00–4:00 p.m.; Monday through Thursday 

Fax:  281-497-3412; www.stthomaspc.org 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
OUR MISSION:  To lead people to a growing relationship with Jesus Christ. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Transformation 
Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, September 5, 2010 

 

OUR VISION FOR 2012: 
Transformed by faith; 
Transforming through service. 


