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movement whose motto is ñSure and Stead-

fastò and ñSeek Serve and Follow Christò for 

boys and girls respectively.  The boys and 

girls brigade movement is the equivalent of 

boy and girl scouts. The members are very 

disciplined for their guiding policies are 

ñDiscipline and Religion (Church)ò. We hope 

that some of our children will have an oppor-

tunity of joining such a Christian movement.  

On behalf of the KCK children home, we pass 

our appreciation to the brigade and their offi-

cers for visiting the children at our home. May 

God richly bless them! 

CHURCH CHILDREN MOVEMENT VISITS  
Kenya Connection Kids HOME  

 Highlights from Humphreyõs Trip to the States 2010 

     On Saturday, May 2nd, the 

KCK home was, treated to band, 

drill and church music by the 

Kiereni Presbyterian Boys and 

Girls Brigade. The Brigade is a 

church movement and ministry of 

children of between 8-17 years of 

age. A group of 30 children of the 

boys and girls Brigade group to-

gether with their officer visited the 

home to give a special treat and 

fellowship with the KCK children. 

Our children were left stunned and 

their mouths wide open to see kids 

of their age play drums, march in a 

rhythm and respond so well to 

orders from their leaders. For over 

three hours there was music, 

drums, drill and majestic marching 

at the KCK home. Along the fence 

were onlookers who wanted to see and  

the fun enjoyed by the kids at KCK 

home. It was a day the children will 

never forget. Afterwards, they had time 

to swing together and slide at the play-

ground. The children had a lot of fun 

together.  

       The members of the Brigade Band 

had time to teach the KCK children how 

to play the drum and other instruments 

used by the band. Mama Ellyjoy and 

Auntie Pauline treated the group of over 

sixty children for lunch and tea. ñWe 

need to be allowed to sleep at this home 

today. I would want to live here,ò one of 

the brigade children said. That tells you 

the visiting kids had lots of fun too. 

These visiting kids had very warm fel-

lowship with the KCK children. The visit 

was a great honor by the church children 
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Your Kenya Connection is a quarterly newsletter published to keep you abreast of the happenings in the Childrenõs Home  

in Chuka and with the sponsored children in the Kenyan villages.  Most of this information is supplied by the Kenyan team.  

We have tried to keep the text true to the form in which it was written. We hope you will look forward to each issue and  

will enjoy learning more about Kenya and the children.  Thank you for your support of Kenya Connection Kids. 
Second Quarter 2010  

¶ He met with sponsors of sponsored children in Kenya. 

¶ 18 additional children were sponsored. 

¶ He participated in the KCK Golf Tournament that raised 

approximately $15,000. 

¶ The ministry has received $10,500 from church and group 

visitations and monies are still being donated. 

¶ Humphrey was excited about his visit to Emory and Med-

share.  Emory is donating an EKG machine to KCK. 

¶ He received a library full of books from retiring Presby-

tery minister Tim Erskine. 

¶ Due West Methodist, Newberry ARP, a Messianic Jewish 

group, Calhoun United Methodist Church and many others 

were visited as well. 

¶ Many other amazing encounters took place over the three 

months and we look forward to seeing where these may 

lead for KCK. 

¶ We discussed the possibility of Humphrey returning every 

three years in order to reconnect and reenergize our pro-

gram and volunteers. 

¶ Visiting Florida, Georgia, and South Carolina provoked 

action and opened doors to future relationships. 

¶ He thought he would never set foot on 

our soil again so the opportunity to reconnect with supporters, 

friends and team  members was invaluable.   

 

¶ Erskine Theological Seminary invited him to receive his Doctor-

ate in order to be a mentor to a program they are developing in  

partnership with the Kenya Presbyterian Church. Initial group 

talks will take place in February 2011. 

 

¶ Calhoun United Methodist gathered a large load of childrenôs 

clothing for the next container and sent $1,100 towards the cost 

of shipping the container. 

 

¶ There was also a meeting with Presbyterian Answer to Hunger 

(PATH) our food sponsor of $7200 a year.  This group is so 

pleased with KCKôs efforts in Kenya they want us to pursue 

educating and preparing a peace keeping force made up of local 

Kenyans to help when conflict arises.  We have the grant papers 

in hand and will pursue funding.  Humphrey mentioned that the 

children in the home assist in preparation for food distribution to 

children in the field when bulk goods are purchased once a 

month.  He wants them to experience and learn what it means  to 

give to others less fortunate. 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

Please help us save money and receive the 

newletter electronically. Feel free to share 

your newletters to family and friends this 

way. If you would like to receive your   new-

letter this way please email your address to: 

 marshillkenyaconnection@yahoo.com 
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 In 2008, Myra Cox bought the 

first Rabbit for the kids at KCK 

home. The home was not prepared 

to start rabbit keeping and the first 

poor animal was sheltered in little 

baby bed. Michael, a local carpen-

ter who helped build the home and 

helps with repairs occasionally, 

helped the children build a small 

hutch. 

  During the 2008 mission trip 

Dickson Lester being impressed by 

the project and bought another rabbit 

for the children. All the children at 

the home enjoy gathering vegetation 

for the rabbits and feeding them. At 

present, they have six girl rabbits and 

two boys. Humphrey helped the kids 

construct a bigger rabbit hutch that 

can accommodate over ten rabbits. 

The children were given an additional 

three rabbits by Benjamin  

(one of the Kenya Board Members 

and Humphreyôs brother) after they 

washed his car. The rabbit meat is 

soft and very delicious. The gov-

ernment of Kenya is encouraging 

people to raise  rabbits to supple-

ment food. The kids at home are 

looking forward to having many 

rabbits. Two weeks ago, Mama 

Elljoy slaughtered for them two 

rabbits which the children enjoyed.  

This is a project that has given 

them something to do every day 

and teach them how to be         

responsible. 

KCK Home Raise Rabbits for food  

If you would like to Celebrate Christmas with your sponsored Kenyan Child you 

can with these two options. 

1.  Send a special donation with your Dec. Contribution  

2.  Christmas Box.  
If you would  like to ship your child a Christmas Present Box here is some helpful tips and 
information. This is optional but however special.  USPS has flat rate shipping boxes that 
range from $40-50 each regardless of weight. Humphrey will receive these boxes in Kenya 

and will have to pay levies to customs ranging from $10-20 each box.  If you choose to send 
a box, please send levy payment with your December sponsorship to Mars Hill and write: 
Levies Christmas Box in the for section of your check.  Some suggested items;  Outfit, 
shoes, book, small car or truck for boys; some pictures of small toy for girls; blanket; color-

ing book with markers or crayons or colored pencils; small plastic bowl with spoon; $1 
photo album with you and your family or your pets or where you live or where you 

worké.hard candy since it is Christmas time, but remember no chocolate as it will melt! 

CHILDõS FULL NAME 

C/O HUMPHREY KANGA 

PO BOX 417 

CHUKA, MERU SOUTH 

KENYA  AFRICA 

 

Use this address for  

letters and the  

Christmas Boxes. 

The children in 
Kenya LOVE getting 
letters and pictures 
from their American 
families.  We encour-
age you to write to 
your child and en-
courage them by 
letting them that 
you love them and 
pray for them.  Write 
to your child  today!  

YOUõVE GOT MAIL 

MEMBERS AT LARGE 

 

Andy Thurmond 

Susan Baldwin 

Scott & Michelle Marshall 

Phil Graiser 

Eric Norden 

Alan & Jennifer Gruber 
Laura King  
Myra Cox  



The children with their new school uniforms  

A Day in the Life of Ellyjoy and  Pauline  

she then cleans the yard. 

Later she joins Mama Elly-

joy in kitchen to help work 

before kids come from 

school for lunch. Pauline 

has also been training the 

children to wash themselves 

clean and to wash their per-

sonal clothes and 

clean their shoes. 

 The other thing 

that makes this a 

truly amazing feat is 

that they do it all 

with a two year old 

underfoot; Baby 

Moses.  Our praises 

and love go out to 

these ladies who love 

the Lord and work so 

hard to bring these 

children a better life.  

Thank you, Ellyjoy 

and Pauline, for all you do 

and for your service to the 

Lord, the children and the 

K.C.K. Home. 

 

 Two of the hardest work-

ers at Kenya Connection Kids 

have to be ñMamaò Ellyjoy  

and ñAuntò Pauline.  Their 

long days begin at 5:00 a.m. 

This is a snippet of a typical 

day at the KCK home. 

 Ellyjoy awakes in the 

morning to prepare breakfast 

and to get children ready for 

school. By 6:00 a.m., the chil-

dren have eaten breakfast and 

leave for school. Ellyjoy is 

left to tidying and cleaning the 

house and preparing a daily 

lunch for 17. At 12:40 p.m.,  

the children are back from 

school for lunch for a short 

time, then leave for the walk 

back, taking lunch for Alex 

and Brenda with them.  At 

2:00 p.m.,  Ellyjoy starts 

cleaning the dishes and pre-

pares for supper, another meal 

for 17. By 4:00 p.m.,  the kids 

have come home from school 

for the day. Ellyjoy serves 

them a snack of lighter tea or 

porridge. They then shine 

their shoes and clean their 

pair of socks as they prepare 

for extra school activities 

which include games on 

Tuesday, Thursday and Fri-

day. At 6:00 p.m.,  supper is 

ready. After supper,  Mama 

Ellyjoy and Auntie Pauline 

help the kids with their 

homework up to 8.30 pm. By 

9:00 oôclock, The children 

are clean, the lights are off in 

the bedrooms and it is time 

to sleep. That is the routine  

that Mama Ellyjoy has at the 

K.C.K home. ñ 

 Part of Paulineôs work 

at K.C.K home is to maintain 

the cleanliness of the kids, 

the house and the yard. 

When children leave for 

school, she gets their clothes 

and washes them. You can 

be sure there is a lot of work 

washing clothes for all the 17 

children. After she is through 

with clothes and the house, 
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òThis is more than 

a job to me. What 

motivates me is 

my love and 

service to God.ó  

 
ELLYJOY GATAKAA 
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The school age 

children in the 

Childrenõs Home 

were so happy  

when they recently 

received new  

school uniforms.   

They are shown here 

with òAuntó Pauline,  

òMamaó Ellyjoy, 

òPapaó Humphrey, 

baby Moses and 

Hellen. 

  

Moses helps Pauline and 

Ellyjoy unload the grain. 



Meet Ellyjoy ñThe House Mother  

Meet Pauline ñThe Assistant House Mother  

for the appointment. At 4.00 in the 

afternoon is when I had this call from 
my phone. òDad, the matatus are on 

strike today.ó I woke up at 5.00 in the 

morning and by 6.30 we were at the 
hospital. I did not want to bother you. 

We have already seen the Doctor and 
we will be coming home tomorrow.ó 

Said Ell joy. That action summarizes Ell 

joy the mother to 17 K.C.K childrenõs 
home.  You can agree with me and the 

entire board in Kenya that the children 
are blessed to have a mother like Ell 

joy. 

The mother strives to turn the house 
into a warm loving and secure home 

for the kids. She provides a warm non 
threatening atmosphere conducive for 

the growth of children. The mother as 

the leader of the household ensures 
the well being of each child and per-

forms detailed household task 

 òI love children. I do this as a calling 

from God of his part service, ministry 

and evangelism to me. This is more 
than a job to me. What motivates me 

is my love and service to God.ó Said Ell 
joy.  òI want the future of my children 

to be bright. I pray that some of these 

children will be Doctors, Pilots, Teach-
ers, Lawyers, Politicians, Congressmen, 

government Senators, Engineers, you 
name anything good for them. Above 

all I pray that they will love God with 
all their heart, soul and mind and love 

other people the way God has used 

people to love them.ó Said Ell joy. 

 It is worth meeting Ell joy òMom.ó Ell 
joy was born in 1972 in Kiamuriuki 
village of Meru south district. She grew 

up in a family of 7 children. Ell joy is 

the first born child in the home. She 
grew among a bunch of boys. She 

helped her mother in the kitchen 
work. She helped to graze cows and 

goats in the Mt. Kenya forest. The 

grazing of cows and goats was spec-
tacular to her for in the (jungle) forest 

together with her peers they had made 
a swing from huge clippers where they 

would swing and climb trees as the 
livestock feed. As she drove cattle 

home, she would bring fire wood to 

her mother. 

 Ell joy joined Kiamuriuki primary 

school in 1978-1987. She proceeded 

to Njuri secondary school in 1987-
1993. She is a trained hair dresser and 

beautician. She has a Diploma in com-
munity development. Ell joy has under-

gone training by organizations like save 
the children Canada, WOFBI, and SOS. 

She is fully equipped on the basic skills 

to work with children and the suffering 
in the community. Born and raised in a 

Christian family, Ell joy was introduced 
to Sunday school by her mother when 

she was young. As she grew up she did 

catechism and was baptized and con-
firmed in the Presbyterian Church as a 

full church member. In 2000, Ell joy got 
born again. In her salon business, she 

became friends with Christian women. 

òI desired their lives, they were so 

peaceful. I desired their Jesus. They 

influenced me to rededicate my life to 
Christ. Their lives were a living ser-

mon and testimony.õ said Ell joy. She 

then joined Winners Chapel at Meru 
town where she became very active 

member. She was the leader of Church 

ushering team, a member of prayer 
womenõs group and was a member of 

the women of the church choir. Ell joy 
leant of Kenya Connection Childrenõs 

Home from Margaret òMagió a friend 

of hers who works at S.O.S childrenõs 
home. She connected her with Hum-

phrey. òI got the advertisement and I 
applied to work at K.C.K home. I did 

the interview and praise God I 
passed.ó Said Ell joy. Out of 18 ladies 

who had applied to be mother to the 

home, Ell joy had the best qualification, 

understanding of the work and the 

necessary attitude. She has good un-
derstanding of the work for she has 

undergone training by S.O.S children. 

S.O.S is an international children 
organization and has homes all over 

the world. Ell joy missed a job by then 
by inches. We at K.C.K thank God 

that she missed that job then so that 
she would come and work with K.C.K 

childrenõs home. Ell joy is a great 

athlete and a mother of one child. 
(Girl) is a woman to work with. Her 

daughter is in form one at Ikuu Girls 
high school. One day Ell joy had an 

appointment to take Brenda Makena 
for an appointment at Kenyatta Na-

tional Hospital, while she was at Nai-

robi down town, the òMatatusó public 
transport went on strike. This gallant 

woman walked carrying a big stick to 
Kenyatta National hospital and by 6.30 

in the morning; they were there ready 
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Meet Pauline Kaari the auntie at K.C.K 

home. She was born in 1957 and 
attended Kiereni primary school from 

1962-1971 and attended Chuka girls 

secondary school from 1970-1972. 
Pauline grew up in a family of 15 chil-

dren. She has four children and 2 
grandchildren. Paulineõs childhood was 

not without problems. òI was sent 

home out of school for lack of levies 
and school supplies, I lacked food, and 

clothes. The nights were cold for there 
were no blankets to cover myself at 

times but I appreciated the way my 
father and mother  worked so hard to 

provide for the large family.ó said 

Pauline. 

She has a long history of volunteering 

her services to help the less fortunate, 

the suffering and  the needy. In many 
occasions she has volunteered to work 

with AMREFS, PCEA girlsõ brigade, 
redeemed gospel church as a commu-

nity worker, APHIA II and Kenya 

Connection Kids. 

Pauline was introduced to church by 

her mother when she was young. As 
she grew up she was taught catechism, 

baptized and confirmed into the 

churchõs full membership. 

òIn 1997 I had a born again experience 
in a church gathering 

(CONVECTION). I felt a special touch 
by the Lord and rededicated my life to 

Him as Lord and Savior. I later got a 

chance to inform the church and my 
friends of the special touch by the 

Lord,ó said Pauline. 

Since 2003 Pauline was volunteering 
with Kenya Connection Kids to go visit 

the orphans, the destitute for counsel-
ing and being a mother to them. They 

did this with Helen and Tabitha and 
others who were trusting God with 

Humphrey that a door would open up 

the needy kids to get the basic needs 
of life. òWhen Humphrey arrived from 

the states and the orphanage was 
constructed. It is then I got to know of 

it and I applied to work there,ó said 

Pauline. 

 Out of the 18 women who had ap-

plied to work at the home, Pauline was 
short listed and was found fit by the 

board to work as an assistant mother. 

They did not make a mistake. Pauline is 

very positive at work. She is a great 

blessing to the home. She loves the 

kids and they love her. 

 One time in 2009 she was admitted in 

Chuka general hospital to take care of 
Alex Koome. Alex was very sick and 

she kept him there for two weeks. On 

the second week Humphrey told her 
that he has found somebody to relieve 

her so that she can go home and rest a 

bit. òPlease let me stay with Alex 

Koome. (Alex Koome is one of the 
kids at the home) IõM NOT TIRED OR 

FATIGUED. I have never been hospi-

talized with my own children and I did 
not ask to be relieved. I would like to 

treat Alex the way I would have 
treated my own kids. Please thanks for 

having good thoughts about me, but let 

me be with Alex until he is dis-
charged,ó said Pauline. That is Pauline 

for you and the kids she serves, self-
less, determined, and strong desire 

committed to finish a good cause. You 

would love to work with her. 

  

Paulineõs Vision:  
For the children 

Y Godly 

Y Educated 

Y Employed 

Y Willing to sacrifice for 

others  

Y Help their relatives, the 

church and the nation. 
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 Over the last 3 years, we have sent over 

3000  backpacks to children in Kenya and 

would like to continue this tradition.  Below 

is information on what to put into the back-

packs.  Each item is cherished by the children 

and helps make their lives easier.  For more 

information please visit our website :  

www.mhchurch.com/Kenya 

Or call : Reba Harrison  678-520-3699 

Email: Rebaharrison@emoryhealthcare.org 

On September 13, 2010 at Brookstone Golf and 

Country Club Kenya Connection Kids, Inc. 

hosted their second Golf tournament to raise 

necessary financial support for the home in 

Chuka Meru, Kenya. Thank you to our Diamond 

Sponsor Brand Velocity, Inc and our Platinum 

Sponsor Kuck Immigration Partners LLC,  we 

raised over $14,500 for the Home.  Thank you 

to all who participated and volunteered to make 

our event an incredible success. 

! Mark Your Calendars  ! 

Next Kenya Meeting   Jan. 9, 2011  12:00 noon  

Next Mission Trip 2011 Meeting  Jan. 23, 2011 

Fellowship Hall Mars Hill Church 

All are Welcome! 

Container - members of our team and  friends every-

where have been collecting  clothing, shoes, blankets, 

tools, backpacks, etc., to send in our next container.   

We have not secured a container yet but know that 

God will provide.   Please pray that we are able to se-

cure the funds for a container soon.  The items sent 

are truly life changing for the people in Chuka.  

Scholarship Fund  
KCK, Inc. knowing that some of our 

sponsored children will be 

perusing college in the future, 

Kenya Connections is starting 

to research a college scholarhip 

fund for the children. If you are 

interested in this part of the 

ministry, please call Louise Mell 

or Ann Johnson.  404-291-7936 

Interesting facts  

65,000 shillings (880x2=$1760 US) 

per semester and there are two 

semesters in a year.  This does 

not include boarding. 

    QMission Trip 2011 Q 

Focus for the 2011 mission trip: helping finish the 2nd 

home already under construction, new fencing around 

both homes, repaint the inside of the existing home, land-

scape new home, visit local schools and churches, visit 

many of the sponsored children who live outside the 

home, spend time with the 17 children in the home.   If 

you are interested in going, please contact Louise Mell at 

404-291-7936 or Cindy Turner at 770 -789-4315. PRAY 

ABOUT IT!   You never know where God may lead you!  

Mission Trip Meeting ñSun, Jan. 23rd at Mars Hill 

Church. 12:00 noon Fellowship Hall  

Cadillac Back Pack  



Spotlight Child 

Outside the homeN̄ikasio Murimi 
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Inside the homēGodfrey Mwandiki 

Godfrey is one of the children living at the Kenya Connection childrenõs home. He is eleven years old. He 

is originally from Tharaka area of Meru south district of Kenya.  Godfrey is in class three at Kathigiririni pri-

mary school in Chuka. He was the only child of his mother. We 

found Godfrey under the care of an old grandmother 

(ciangõombe) who is amputated on one leg and a grandfather 

who is leprolcous. Leprosy is a disease that cuts off fingers and toes. 

Godfreyõs mother died when he was very young. The boy did not 

get to know the mother. òI was told that my mother died when I 

was very young. It is then my grandmother and father took care of 

me.ó Said Godfrey. What nice thing do you remember about your 

grandparents? Am very grateful to my grandmother (ciangombe). 

She used to wash me very well, clean my clothes and she bought 

soap for bathing. Said Godfrey.  

 Do you know your sponsors in the states? Godfrey looks me on my 

face and gives me a broad smile. òYeees! I do. She is called 

Cindyó, Dad  interprets. òCindy told me that she is my mother and 

she has three children Parker, Brady and Godfrey. òTwo of her chil-

dren live in America and the other one lives in Kenya. I met Parker 

last summer when they had visited.ó I loved Cindy. She sends me 

clothes, books, shoes, toys and lots of gifts. Said Godfrey. Dad! 

Godfrey interrupts again as I carried out this interview: Is Cindyõs mom McGee? òNo, her motherõs name 

is Jewel and her fatherõs name is Robert Long. I will show you their pictures.ó Humphrey answered. God-

frey is so proud of you being his mom and all you do for him. May God bless you for the sacrifice.  

 

Nikasio is in class three at Kathiguni primary school . This boy has two sisters and four brothers. He comes 

from a very unstable family. He is a very active member 

if Ikuu Full Gospel Churches of Kenya childrenõs Sunday 

school. This boy is blessed to be sponsored by Scotts Mar-

shall Family. The sponsor has showered a lot of love and 

gifts to this boy and his family. Some of the gifts the boy 

has received from Scottõs family include binoculars, 

clothes, toys, and sweets, shoes, washing towels, soaps, 

tooth paste and brushes. The boy is comfortable in 

school for the school levies, school supplies, school uni-

form are readily supplied wit essential basic needs from 

the money sent to his account every month by the spon-

sor. òI am very happy for being concerned with my chil-

dren. Tell the Marshall Family that I am very grateful for 

helping me carry the load of these children.ó Said the 

mother. I can say with confidence that Nikasioõs attitude 

and self esteem has changed for better. When we first 

met this young boy, he looked dirty, weak and shy. I 

thank God that after three years of associating with him and his family and getting into the life of this 

boy, he is vibrant and hopeful for the future. May God bless Marshall Family for investing in the life of this 

boy.  



Page 7 Volume 1, Issue 2 

Cheera  
 

¶ Distance to Nairobi - 184 

miles 

¶ Distance to Chuka - 21 
miles 

¶ Average Temperature - 

25ºC! 

¶ Traditional Religion - Chris-

tian 

¶ 62% of the population live 

below poverty line. 

¶  This area is densely popu-

lated with an average of 

383 people per sq km. 

area has limited number of schools. There is no 

single hospital in this location but we have a mis-

sion sponsored and a very small private clinic. The 

common diseases s here includes Malaria, diarrhea, 

pneumonia, jigger infestation, Amoeba and 

HIV/Aids. We are very grateful to the sponsors 

who have children in cheera and Ikuu area of 

Chuka in Kenya. Your sponsorship has been able 

to provide them with levies, food, clothing and the 

children attitude about life has become very posi-

tive. On behalf of the children I would want to 

pass their thanks and regards for your generosity 

and for coming in their lives at such a time.  

The Regions We Serve  

healthy for there is food to eat and their hope has 

been re-kindled. In this region we have 31 chil-

dren who are sponsored by the Kenya connection 

kidsõ ministry. The guardians and the kids are very 

appreciative of the help and the assistance they 

get. Great improvement has been noted. Their 

health and hygiene has greatly improved. Their 

self esteem has gone up and the children look 

confident of themselves. Other area that im-

provements have been noted is in the area of 

academics. A noticeable example is with Mukami. 

By 2007 Mukami 

was infested by 

jiggers. Due to the 

jigger eradication 

campaign we con-

ducted in the area 

for the last two 

years, this girl and 

her entire family is 

free from the insect. 

Mukami was posi-

tion one in her class 

because her school 

levies are paid on 

time and she is 

assured of food 

everyday and above 

all she is able to 

comfortably walk to school. 

Sponsored children in this area meet at Cheera 

Full Gospel Churches of Kenya. Many of the kids 

will walk for 4 miles to meet here every month to 

meet with coordinators and officials from K.C.K 
Kenya chapter in Kenya. Like in many other parts 

of Kenya, the people here drink water from the 

local rivers and clicks and wells. This water is in 

most cases never treated and looks muddy. The 

Cheera -area of Gitareni location of Meru south 

district of Kenya is 40 kms from Mt. Kenya. The 

area is actually on the slopes of Mt. Kenya. From 

Nairobi to Cheera is a distance of 184 miles. The 

average temperature in this area is 250c. Rainfall 

ranges from1250mm-2500mm. the Cheera area of 

Gitareni location has a surface area of 20.6km sq. 

with a total population of 7780 (as per 1999 cen-

sus). Of this population 62% of the people live 

below poverty line. This area is densely populated 

with an average of 383 people per sq km. The 

people in this area 

practice gardening 

and cattle and goat 

keeping for dairy and 

beef. The crops 

grown here include 

maize, beans, sor-

ghum, millet (bird 

seeds), mangoes, 

bananas, avocados. 

We are very grateful 

to God that we had 

sufficient rain for the 

last one year. People 

have harvested 

enough to eat from 

the gardens. We 

have been blessed to 

receive sufficient first rains which starts in mid 

march to June and secondary rain which starts from 

October to January. Usually the second rains are 

more reliable. Thanks to our friends in the States 

for joining us in prayers when our country was 

ravaged by drought for three years and there was 
unspeakable starvation of people in Tharaka and 

Cheera. We will not forget your generosity of 

sending money to buy food for the worst affected 

people by famine that time. The people now look 

 A jigger is an insect that embeds itself in the skin and under the toe nails and finger nails of human beings. With time the infested toes are 

filled with pus. Heavy infestation can lead to severe inflammation fibrosis and death. According to research the cause of the infestation is 

poor hygiene conditions which are a manifestation of poverty. Jiggers infest knees, toes and heal. òI will never forget the experience I had 

with jiggers when I was growing up. I remember very vividly that between the age of six and twelve my toe nails and heals were attacked by 

jiggers. It was so difficult for me to walk because of the wounds and inflammation on the affected parts of my feet.ó Said Humphrey. In the 

Kenya Connection Kids ministry, we treat jiggers in an area called Cheera and Ikuu of Meru south district. Approximately one out of every 

ten children in primary school has jiggers. The statistics were given by Eliphus Mutembei of Cheera. Eliphus has been our coordinator and 

one of the mentors of our 43 children in the area. In 2007 the U.S.A mission team helped in jigger eradication campaign in this area. They 

bought very effective chemicals to treat this menace. These chemicals are branded; disbun, zebra roll-on and hydrogen peroxide. It is impor-

tant to sensitize the community leaders, the health workers and the entire community on the effects and dangers of jiggers. During K.C.K 

connection day we teach the guardians of our rural sponsored kids on the proper hygiene methods. Our jigger treatment has been very ef-

fective for all the children who were infested have recovered and they are living normal lifes. Thanks to Eliphus our coordinator at Cheera. 

We supplied him with a bicycle and the chemicals required and he volunteered his time to visit the homes of the kids in our progamme and 

others to help in jigger eradication. When I told him that he would be known as òjigger terminatoró he gave me a very broad smile and said 

yes. òI can wear that badger for the sake of Christ and as long as these poor kids can enjoy walking on their feet like other fortunate chil-

dren.ó Said Eliphus. Do you think the community and the guardians appreciate the jigger campaign by the K.C. K? òYes, pastor Humphrey the 

guardians and he community are very appreciative of the help in eradicating jiggers from their kids.ó Said Eliphus. We can assure our US 

Kenya connection team that the campaign they initiated in 2007 is yielding fruits. Your effort and ors is not for nothing. As I write this article 

I have just arrived from Cheera to visit two homes that were heavily infested with jiggers. I am so glad in my heart to rejoice James, Mukami 

and their brother Kelvin have feet, heals and ankles free of jiggers. I am double sure Chuck King the sponsor of these kids visit to Kenya this 

summer, he will be proud of Eliphus for watching the jigger on his childrenõs feet. Thanks to the U.S.A team for their continued supplies with 

resources and finances to buy the chemical to rid off jigger from our community and entire nation. 

Jigger Update  


