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What is Atonement?

The atonement is the work Christ did in his life and death to earn our salvation.
Often, the atonement is only in reference to Christ’s death

A. The Cause of the Atonement

1. The Love of God

John 3:16

16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

2. The Justice of God

Romans 3:25-26

25 God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished- 26 he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus. 

B. The Necessity of the Atonement

Was there any other way for God to save human beings than by 
sending his Son to die in our place?
It was not necessary for God to save any people at all!

But as a consequence of God wanting to save us, it was absolutely necessary.

Matthew 26:39

39 Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, "My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will."  

Luke 24:25-26

25 He said to them, "How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?" 
C. The Nature of the Atonement

1. Christ was obedient for us (“active obedience”).

2. Christ suffered for us (“passive obedience”).

