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Part 1:

Predestination

Romans 8:29-30

29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified. 

What does predestination mean? 

What keeps foreknowledge and predestination from being determinism? 

God's foreknowledge does not imply determinism-the idea that all our choices are predetermined. Since God is not limited by time as we are, he "sees" past, present and future at the same time. Parents sometimes "know" how their children will behave before the fact. We don't conclude from these parents' foreknowledge that they made their children act that way. God's foreknowledge, insofar as we can understand it, means that God knows who will accept the offer of salvation. The plan of predestination begins when we trust Christ and comes to its conclusion when we become fully like him. 
Receiving an airline ticket to Chicago means we have been predestined to arrive in Chicago.

To explain foreknowledge and predestination in any way that implies that every action and choice we make has been not only preknown, but even predetermined, seems to contradict those Scriptures that declare that our choices are real, that they matter, and that there are consequences to the choices we make.

Part 2:

The Gospel Call

Romans 8:30

30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified. 

What is He calling us to do:
· Romans 8:29:  
To be conformed to the likeness of his Son.

· 1 Peter 2:9:

To come out of darkness and into his wonderful light.
· 1 Corinthians 1:9:
To fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

· 1 Thess 2:12:

To come into his kingdom and glory. 

Elements of the Gospel Call

1. Explanation of the facts concerning salvation.

a. All people have sinned.  (Romans 3:23)

b. The penalty for our sin is death.  (Romans 6:23)

c. Jesus Christ died to pay the penalty for our sin.  (Romans 5:8)



True Saving Faith Requires Knowledge…


Romans 10:14

14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 



True Saving Faith Requires Acceptance…
Simply understanding the facts is not enough.
James 2:19

19 You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons 
believe that-and shudder. 
2. Invitation to respond to Christ personally in repentance and faith.
Matthew 11:28-30

28 "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light."  

John 1:11-12

11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God- NIV
Repentance is a heartfelt sorrow for sin, a renouncing of it, and a sincere commitment to forsake it and walk in obedience to Christ.
Also Knowledge and Acceptance!
Acts 20:21

21 I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus. 

3. A promise of forgiveness and eternal life.
John 3:16

16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

John 10:10

10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 

Acts 3:19

19 Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord.
John 6:37  (Assurance)

37 All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away. 

Part 3:

Regeneration
Regeneration is an act of God in which He imparts new spiritual life to us.  This is sometimes called “being born again”  (using language from John 3:3-8).

2 Corinthians 5:17

17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation;
 the old has gone, the new has come! 

Regeneration is Totally a Work of God


We have no part in the work of regeneration.

John 1:12-13

12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God- 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God. 


Genuine Regeneration Must Bring Results in Life
1 John 3:9

9 No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God's seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of God. 

Matthew 7:15-20

15 "Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. 16 By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17 Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them. 

Regeneration gives the ability to overcome the pressures and temptations of the world that would otherwise keep us from obeying and following God.

1 John 5:3-4

3 This is love for God: to obey his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, 4 for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. 

1 Corinthians 10:13

13 No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it. 

Thoughts…
What saves us?

Is it a prayer?

Since personal faith in Christ must involve an actual decision of the will, it is often helpful to express that decision in spoken words, and this could very naturally take the form of a prayer to Christ in which we tell him of our sorrow for sin, our commitment to forsake it, and our decision actually to put our trust in him.  Such a spoken prayer does not in itself save us, but the attitude of heart that it represents does constitute true conversion, and the decision to speak that prayer can often be the point at which a person truly comes to faith in Christ.

