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Romans 8:29-30

29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified. 

Justification is an instantaneous legal act of God in which he (1) thinks of our sins as forgiven and Christ’s righteousness as belonging to us, and (2) declares us to be righteous in his sight.

A. Justification includes a legal declaration by God.

Justify (dikaioo) means 
(1) to declare righteous (or to declare to be not guilty).




(2) to demonstrate righteousness.

What is the difference between declaring something righteous and making something righteous?

What are the implications for us?

Romans 4:5

5 However, to the man who does not work but trusts God who justifies the wicked, his faith is credited as righteousness. 

Regeneration is an act of God in us.   (Surgeon)

Justification is a judgment of God with respect to us.  (Judge)

B. God declares us to be just in his sight.

1. We have no penalty to pay for sin (past, present, and future).   

Romans 8:1

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.

BUT…  this is not enough – we are just neutral at this point.

2. God then declares us righteous in his sight.

Romans 3:21-22

21 But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. 

How can God declare that we have no penalty to pay for sin and that we have the merits of perfect righteousness if we are in fact guilty sinners?


How can God declare us to be not guilty but righteous when in fact we are unrighteous?

C. God can declare us to be just because he imputes Christ’s righteousness to us.

Impute means to think of something as belonging to another, or 

“reckoning” it to another person’s account.

Romans 4:3

3 What does the Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness."   


Other examples in Scripture:

1. Adams guilt and sin was imputed on us.

2. Our guilt and sin was imputed on Christ.

3. Christ’s righteousness is now imputed on us.

If justification changed us internally and then declared us to be righteous based on how good we actually were, then:

1. We could never be declared perfectly righteous in this life, because sin remains.

2. There would be no provision for forgiveness of past sins (before the change).

3. We could not have the confidence to agree with the following scriptures:

a. Romans 5:1 - Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.

b. Romans 8:1 - Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in 

Christ Jesus.

c. Romans 6:23 - For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

D. Justification comes to us entirely by God’s grace, not on account of any merit in ourselves.

Romans 3:20

20 Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin. 

Ephesians 2:8-9

8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God- 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 

E. God justifies us through our faith in Christ.

1. Faith is an instrument to obtain justification, but it has no merit in itself.

Galatians 2:16

16 know that a man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have  put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by observing the law, because by observing the law no one will be justified. 


It is solely the work of God that justifies us.

2. Why did God choose faith as the instrument for receiving justification?

Why not love, joy, or contentment, humility, or wisdom?



Faith is an attitude of the heart!



We essentially “give up” and give it to God!

Romans 4:16

16 Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed to all Abraham's offspring-not only to those who are of the law but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. NIV

Ephesians 2:8-9

8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God- 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. NIV

Romans 3:20

20 Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin. 

3. What does James mean by saying we are justified by works?

James 2:23-24

24 You see that a person is justified by what he does and not by faith alone. 

Justify (dikaioo) means 
(1) to declare righteous (or to declare to be not guilty).




(2) to demonstrate righteousness.

James 2:18

18 But someone will say, "You have faith; I have deeds." 

Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do. 

Ron White “Good works do not save us, but if we are saved we will have good works.”

4. The importance of justification by faith alone.

a. It offers genuine hope to unbelievers who know they could never make themselves righteous before God.

b. It gives us confidence that God will never make us pay the penalty for sins that have been forgiven on Christ’s merits.  (consequences and discipline of our sin remain – Hebrews 12:5-11)

Romans 8:1

There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.

F. Adoption

Adoption is an act of God whereby he makes us members of his family.

John 1:12

12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.

Galatians 3:23-26

23 Before this faith came, we were held prisoners by the law, locked up until faith should be revealed. 24 So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith. 25 Now that faith has come, we are no longer under the supervision of the law.  26 You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.

Romans 8:14-17

14 because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba,  Father." 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. 17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs-heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. 

