DEFENDING OUR FAITH

What Islam Teaches

Terminology

Islam - An Arabic term which means “the active submission to the One God"
Muslim - “Those who submit” to the One God.

Quran - Also written Koran — This book is considered holy and believed to
be God'’s final & complete revelation to man.

Allah - The personal name of God in Aramaic.
Sunnah - References the practices of Muhammad & explains the way he lived.
Hadith - Narrative literature that discusses what Muhammad approved of.

Articles of Faith
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Belief in one God. Muslims think it is blasphemous to believe in a
Trinity. “Fire will be his abode.” Quran 5:75

Belief in Angels. Each person has 2 angels who keep record of all
deeds, both good & evil.

Belief in Scripture. The Quran states that God “sent down the Law (of
Moses) and the Gospel (of Jesus) and the Psalms to David” before He sent
the Qur'an. But, the Qur'an is thought to supersede previous scripture,
and be the only uncorrupted revelation from God.

Belief in Prophets. “one who is sent”, or “a messenger”. No implication
of “prophecy” or knowledge of future events.

Belief in Heaven and Hell.

Belief in a “Day of Judgment”. Muslims teach that all humans will be

resurrected when the trumpet sounds on the Last Day. A scale (mizan) will



be used to determine if one's good deeds out-weigh their bad deeds.
Everything a person does, including intentions and desires, will be

accounted for.

7. Belief in the “Divine Decree”. Muslims believe in the total sovereignty of
God. They say He is the author of both good & evil, and also that He wills

the unbelief of the unbeliever, and the irreligion of the wicked.

The Five Pillars of Islam

1. “Declaration of Faith” - Muslims must state, “There is no deity except
God, Muhammad is the Messenger of God." to be accepted as a convert

into Islam.

2. Prayer - Devout Muslims pray 5 times a day, facing Mecca. On Friday's

adult males gather to pray at the mosque.

3. Fasting - Observed the entire month of Ramadan from dawn until

sunset.

4. "Poor Due” - Consists of 2.5 % of the Muslim’s total savings. It can be
given to the poor or go towards furthering Islam.

5. Pilgrimage to Mecca - This is required of all Muslims at least once

during their lifetimes, if they can afford to do so.

Islamic Sects

1. Sunnites - Make up 90%. Traditionalists. Most predominate in Egypt,
Saudi & Pakistan.






