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Sanctification:  a progressive work of God and man that makes us more and more free from sin and like Christ in our lives.

A. Differences Between Justification and Sanctification

Justification



Sanctification
Legal Standing


Internal Condition

Once for all Time


Continuous throughout Life

Entirely God’s Work

We Participate and Cooperate

Perfected in this Life

Not Perfected in this Life

The same in all Christians

Greater in Some than in Others

B. Three Stages of Sanctification

1. Sanctification has a definite beginning at regeneration.

Titus 3:5

5 he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.

1 John 3:9

9 No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God's seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of God.
Romans 6:11-14

11 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. 13 Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness. 14 For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace. 


We must understand that…

1. Sin remains in our lives.   (Matthew 6:11-12)
2. Sin will never defeat us!

3. Our primary love and primary desires have changed.

2. Sanctification increases throughout life.

Paul tells us that we are set free from sin…

Romans 6:17-18
17 But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to which you were entrusted. 18 You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness. 

Paul also recognized that sin remains and that we should not let it reign in our life…
Romans 6:12-13

12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. 13 Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness. 

We are progressively becoming more and more like Christ…

2 Corinthians 3:18

18 And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. 

Philippians 3:13-14

13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

3. Sanctification is completed at death.

Hebrews 12:23

23 to the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the judge of all men, to the spirits of righteous men made perfect.

Revelation 21:27

27 Nothing impure will ever enter it (heaven), nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life. 

C. God and Man Participate in Sanctification
Philippians 2:12-13

12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed-not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence-continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose. 

1. God’s Role

Sanctification is primarily the work of God and is very appropriate to give him credit!

1 Thessalonians 5:23

23 May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


God the Son Earned it for us!

Hebrews 12:2

2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. NIV

God the Father disciplines us.

Hebrews 12:5-11

5 And you have forgotten that word of encouragement that addresses you as sons: 

"My son, do not make light of the Lord's discipline, 

and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, 

6 because the Lord disciplines those he loves, 

and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son."   

7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For what son is not disciplined by his father? 8 If you are not disciplined (and everyone undergoes discipline), then you are illegitimate children and not true sons. 9 Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of our spirits and live! 10 Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness. 11 No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it. 


God the Spirit works within us.

Galatians 5:16-18

16 So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 17 For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law. 
2. Our role in sanctification.

We have a passive role in which we depend on God to sanctify us - Yielding.

Romans 6:13

13 Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness. 
Our active role is the daily choice to become more like Christ (by the power of the spirit).

Romans 8:13

13 For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live.
Philippians 2:12-13

12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed-not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence-continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose. 

D. Sanctification Affects the Whole Person

Our Intellect

Colossians 1:10

10 And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 

Our Emotions

1 John 2:15

15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.

Our Will

Philippians 2:13

13 for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose. 

Our Spirit and Physical Bodies

2 Corinthians 7:1

1 Since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God. 
E. Motives for Obedience to God in the Christian Life

1. The desire to please God and express our live to him.

2. The desire to keep a clear conscience before God.

3. The desire to be effective in the work of the Kingdom.

4. The desire to see others come to Christ as a result of them observing us.

5. The desire to receive present blessings on our life and ministry.

6. The desire to avoid God’s discipline and displeasure in our lives.

7. The desire to seek a greater heavenly reward.

8. The desire for a deeper walk with God.

9. The desire for peace and joy.

10. The desire to do what God commands simple because his commands are right and we delight in doing what is right.

F. The Beauty and Joy of Sanctification (for us!)

Galatians 5:22

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

Romans 6:22

22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves to God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. 

Romans 14:17

17 For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, 













