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A. Death: Why do Christians die?

1. Death is not a punishment for Christians.

Romans 6:23

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

The wages of sin is spiritual death (separation from God), not physical death.

Romans 8:1

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.

2. Death is the final outcome of living in a fallen world.

We still live in a fallen world and our salvation will be completed at death.

1 Corinthians 15:26

26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death.

1 Corinthians 15:54-55

54 When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: "Death has been swallowed up in victory."   55 "Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?"   

3. God uses the experience of death to complete our sanctification.

When we do experience pain and suffering, we should never think of it as punishment:

God does not punish us for our harm, but disciplines us for our good.

Hebrews 12:6-11

6 because the Lord disciplines those he loves, 

and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son."   

7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For what son is not disciplined by his father? 8 If you are not disciplined (and everyone undergoes discipline), then you are illegitimate children and not true sons. 9 Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of our spirits and live! 10 Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness. 11 No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it. 

4. Our obedience to God is more important than preserving our own lives.

Acts 20:24

24 However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me-the task of testifying to the gospel of God's grace. 

Philippians 1:20

20 I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death.

B. How should we think of our own death and the death of others?

1. Our own death.

We should view death not with fear, but with joy at the prospect of being with Christ.

2 Corinthians 5:8

8 We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 

Philippians 1:21-23

21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 22 If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! 23 I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far.

Romans 8:38-39

38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

2. The death of Christian friends and relatives.

It is not wrong to express real sorrow at the loss of fellowship with loved ones.

It is not a lack of faith to mourn!

Acts 8:2

2 Godly men buried Stephen and mourned deeply for him. 

Nevertheless, our sorrow should be mingled with hope and joy.

1 Thessalonians 4:13

13 Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. 

1 Corinthians 15:55

"Where, O death, is your victory?   Where, O death, is your sting?"   

3. The death of unbelievers.

Our sorrow is not mingled with hope and joy.

Paul, when reflecting on his close friends who had rejected Christ:

Romans 9:1-3

1 I speak the truth in Christ-I am not lying, my conscience confirms it in the Holy Spirit- 2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race, 

We must realize that we cannot have absolute certainty that Christ was not accepted.

Nevertheless, it would be wrong to give any indication to others that we think that person might have gone to heaven, misleading others who are still alive to trust in Christ.

We should also view death as an opportunity to reach others.

C. What happens when people die?

1. The souls of believers go immediately into God’s presence.

When Paul mentions death, he says…

2 Corinthians 5:8

8 We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord. (from New International Version)

Philippians 1:23

23 I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; 

Luke 23:43

43 Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise."  

The Bible does not teach the doctrine of Purgatory.

· Roman Catholics believe that the souls of believers go to Purgatory for further purification from sin through suffering.

Scripture does not support this view.  Catholics find support of this in the Apocrypha.  (2 Maccabees 12 42-45  “… he (Judas Maccabeus, the leader of the Jewish Forces) made atonement for the dead, that they might be delivered from their sin”)

Christ alone made atonement for our sins!

· Misinterpretation of Scripture

Matthew 12:32

32 Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come. 

Some interpret this to believe that there is forgiveness of sin in the age to come.

It will not happen in the age to come, but does not imply that it might

· To prove the doctrine of Purgatory, a statement from Scripture that people suffer for the purpose of continuing purification is needed.

Should we pray for the dead?



Believers?  No, the souls of believers go immediately into God’s presence.



They are in a state of perfect happiness, how can we help them?



Unbelievers?  No, their fate has also already been decided.  Such prayers could encourage 

false hope and mislead others.   See Below…

2. The souls of unbelievers go immediately to eternal punishment.

Luke 16:19-26 

19 "There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. 20 At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores 21 and longing to eat what fell from the rich man's table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores. 

22 "The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was buried. 23 In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. 24 So he called to him, 'Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.' 

25 "But Abraham replied, 'Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. 26 And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.' 

Hebrews 9:27

27 Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment

