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A. The Nature of the Church

1. Definition

The church is the community of all genuine believers for all time.

Ephesians 1:22-23

22 And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way. 
Matthew 16:18

18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.  NIV
2. Translation

Ekklesia:  “Assembly”           "out of," and klesis, "a calling" (kaleo, "to call")
a. It is translated "assembly" in the ordinary classical sense (Acts 19:32,39,41).

b. It denotes the whole body of the redeemed, all those whom the Father has given to Christ, the invisible catholic church (Ephesians 5:23,25,27,29; Hebrews 12:23).

c. A few Christians associated together in observing the ordinances of the gospel are an ecclesia (Romans 16:5; Colossians 4:15).

d. All the Christians in a particular city, whether they assembled together in one place or in several places for religious worship, were an ecclesia. Thus all the disciples in Antioch, forming several congregations, were one church (Acts 13:1); so also we read of the "church of God at Corinth" (1 Corinthians 1:2), "the church at Jerusalem" (Acts 8:1), "the church of Ephesus" (Revelation 2:1), etc.

e. The whole body of professing Christians throughout the world (1 Corinthians 15:9; Galatians 1:13; Matthew 16:18) are the church of Christ.

3. The church is invisible yet visible.

The invisible church is the church as God sees it:  In its true spiritual reality as the fellowship of all genuine believers, the church is invisible.
2 Timothy 2:19

Nevertheless, God's solid foundation stands firm, sealed with this inscription: "The Lord knows those who are his," and, "Everyone who confesses the name of the Lord must turn away from wickedness." 

The visible church is the church as Christians on earth see it:  The visible church includes all who profess faith in Christ and give evidence of that faith in their lives.

2 Timothy 2:17-18

17 Their teaching will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, 18 who have wandered away from the truth. They say that the resurrection has already taken place, and they destroy the faith of some.
Luke 3:16-18

16 John answered them all, "I baptize you with water. But one more powerful than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire." 18 And with many other words John exhorted the people and preached the good news to them. 
4. Metaphors for the church.

To help us understand the nature of the church, Scripture uses a wide range of metaphors and images to describe what the church is like:

a. Family:

1 Timothy 5:1-2, Ephesians 3:14

b. Bride of Christ:
Ephesians 5:31-32

c. Branches on a Vine:
John 15:5
d. Olive Tree:

Romans 11:17-24

e. Field of Crops:
1 Corinthians 3:6-9

f. Building:

1 Corinthians 3:9

g. Living Stones:
1 Peter 2:4-8

h. Holy Priesthood:
1 Peter 2:4-8

i. God’s House;
Hebrews 3:6

j. Pillar of Truth:
1 Timothy 3:15

k. Body of Christ:
1 Corinthians 12:12-27

B. The “Marks” of the Church  
There are true churches and there are false churches.

What makes a church a church?
What makes a church a church according to our laws?


How far should a church go in demanding its rights?  (prayer in school, etc.)


How can we recognize a true church?
1. The right preaching of the Word.
2. The right administration of the Sacraments.

C. The Emerging Church Culture
1. The Seeker Sensitive/Seeker Friendly Church  (Willow Creek)
2. The Purpose Driven Church (Saddleback Valley)
3. The Postmodern Church: in our postmodern context, many churches find themselves in the shoes of dorothy as she discovers that she "ain't in kansas anymore."
D. The Purposes of the Church  (Rick Warren)
1. You were planned for God’s Pleasure:  Worship

2. You were formed for God’s family:  Fellowship

3. You were created to become like Christ:  Discipleship
4. You were shaped for serving God:  Service
5. You were made for a mission:  Evangelism
E. Why Do We Need a Church Family?
1. A church family identifies you as a genuine believer.

John 13:35

By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."  

1 Corinthians 12:27

Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. NIV

2. A church family moves you out of self-centered isolation.

1 John 3:16

16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.

3. A church family helps you to develop spiritual maturity.

Ephesians 4:16

16 From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. 

4. A church family will help you to keep from slipping.

Hebrews 3:13

13 But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you may be hardened by sin's deceitfulness.

