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A Bi-Weekly Ablaze! publication from the CNH District  
December 28, 2007 

 

Ablaze! for God's Mission, in 
partnership with Fan Into Flame is 
a movement to inspire individuals 
and congregations in the CNH 
District to respond as recipients of 
God's abundant grace through the 
sharing of resources in the work of 
mission. 

 Fan Into Flame 
LCMS Fan Into Flame Goal:  
$100,000,000. 
CNH District  
Goal:  $3,500,000.  
  
Campaign Update  
Commitments from 
individuals 
& congregations to date:  
  
CNH District:           
      $875,010. 
LCMS Worldwide:   
   $27,180,822. 

  
  

 

 
Ablaze! and Fan Into 
Flame Resources: 

• Ablaze! Start Up Kit 
• Fan Into Flame Campaign 

Manuals 
• Videos, Graphics, Photos 
• Frequently Asked 

Questions 
• Profiles from successful 

campaigns in other LCMS 

 

""DDuuddee,,  WWhhyy  DDiidd  YYoouu  WWaaiitt  SSoo  LLoonngg??""                
bbyy  AAnnnnee  FFrraanncciissccoo,,  FFIIFF  CCoommmmuunniiccaattiioonnss  OOffffiicceerr  

    
MMyy  nneepphheeww,,  DDaann  WWeebbeerr  --  --  aa  SSppeecciiaalliisstt  wwiitthh  tthhee  11sstt  CCaavvaallrryy  DDiivviissiioonn  ooff  
tthhee  UU..SS..  AArrmmyy  --  --  rreettuurrnneedd  hhoommee  eeaarrlliieerr  tthhiiss  mmoonntthh  aafftteerr  aa  1155--mmoonntthh  ttoouurr  
ooff  dduuttyy  iinn  IIrraaqq..  HHoommee  ttoo  EEll  PPaassoo,,  wwhheerree  hhee  iiss  ssttaattiioonneedd,,  ttoo  rreessuummee  tthhee  
nneewwllyy  mmaarrrriieedd  lliiffee  hhee  aanndd  hhiiss  wwiiffee  AAnnnnee  hhaadd  bbeegguunn  nnoott  lloonngg  bbeeffoorree  hhiiss  
ddeeppllooyymmeenntt..  HHee  sseerrvveedd  hhiiss  ccoouunnttrryy  bbrraavveellyy  aanndd  ffaaiitthhffuullllyy,,  eevveenn  rreeeennlliissttiinngg  
oonnee  ddaayy  llaasstt  ssuummmmeerr--tthhee  ddaayy  aafftteerr  tthhee  vveehhiiccllee  iinn  wwhhiicchh  hhee  wwaass  rriiddiinngg  wwaass  
hhiitt  bbyy  aann  IIEEDD..    
    
DDaann''ss  rroooommmmaattee  dduurriinngg  tthhoossee  lloonngg,,  aarrdduuoouuss  mmoonntthhss  wwaass  aa  ffeellllooww  nnaammeedd  
CCuurrlleeee..  TThheeyy  oofftteenn  ssaatt  aarroouunndd  tthhee  ffiirree  iinn  tthhee  eevveenniinngg  wwiitthh  tthheeiirr  
ccoommmmaannddiinngg  ooffffiicceerr,,  aann  aavviidd  aatthheeiisstt,,  lliisstteenniinngg  rreessppeeccttffuullllyy  ttoo  hhiiss  ooppiinniioonnss..  
OOnnee  eevveenniinngg,,  DDaann  ccoouulldd  ttaakkee  iitt  nnoo  lloonnggeerr..  HHee  ssaaiidd,,  ""SSiirr,,  yyoouu  ssaayy  yyoouu  hhaattee  
rreelliiggiioouuss  ppeeooppllee  aanndd  tthhee  wwaayy  tthheeyy  wwaavvee  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn  iinn  yyoouurr  ffaaccee..  YYeett,,  yyoouu  
aarree  tthhee  mmoosstt  rreelliiggiioouuss  ppeerrssoonn  II  kknnooww..  AAtthheeiissmm  iiss  yyoouurr  rreelliiggiioonn  aanndd  nniigghhtt  
aafftteerr  nniigghhtt  wwee  hhaavvee  ttoo  ssiitt  hheerree  aanndd  lliisstteenn  ttoo  yyoouu  sshhoovvee  iitt  ddoowwnn  oouurr  
tthhrrooaattss..  II  mmeeaann  nnoo  ddiissrreessppeecctt,,  bbuutt  II''mm  ttiirreedd  ooff  iitt..""  TThhee  ooffffiicceerr  wwaass  qquuiieett  
tthhee  rreesstt  ooff  tthhee  eevveenniinngg..  CCuurrlleeee,,  aallssoo  aann  aatthheeiisstt,,  wwaass  ssuurrpprriisseedd  bbyy  DDaann''ss  
ccoouurraaggee..  
    
BBaacckk  hhoommee  iinn  MMiicchhiiggaann,,  aa  ffrriieenndd  ooff  DDaann''ss  ffaammiillyy  sseenntt  hhiimm  aa  ccooppyy  ooff  LLeeee  
SSttrroobbeell''ss  bbooookk,,  TThhee  CCaassee  ffoorr  FFaaiitthh,,  ttoo  hheellpp  DDaann  uunnddeerrssttaanndd  hhooww  tthhee  
ooffffiicceerr  tthhiinnkkss  aanndd  ttoo  hheellpp  hhiimm  ddeeffeenndd  hhiiss  ffaaiitthh  wwhheenn  aattttaacckkeedd..  DDaann  rreeaadd  
tthhee  bbooookk  aanndd  wwhheenn  hhee  wwaass  ffiinniisshheedd,,  ggaavvee  iitt  ttoo  CCuurrlleeee,,  tteelllliinngg  hhiimm,,  ""RReeaadd  iitt,,  
aanndd  iiff  yyoouu  hhaavvee  aannyy  qquueessttiioonnss,,  aasskk  mmee..""    
    
TTwwoo  ddaayyss  llaatteerr  CCuurrlleeee  ccaammee  bbaacckk  aanndd  ttoolldd  DDaann  hhee''dd  rreeaadd  tthhee  bbooookk..  TThheeyy  
ttaallkkeedd  aabboouutt  wwhhoo  JJeessuuss  iiss..  CCuurrlleeee  ssaaiidd,,  ""SSoo  aallll  II  hhaavvee  ttoo  ddoo  iiss  bbeelliieevvee??""  
    
""TThhaatt''ss  rriigghhtt,,""  DDaann  rreepplliieedd..  
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congregations 

____________________ 

_____________________ 
  

Circuit Convocations - 
Mark Your Calendars!  

  
     DATE         CIRCUIT #   

  

Feb. 9 1 
Jan. 26 2 
Mar. 1 3 
Jan. 5 4 & 19 
Mar. 9 6 
Jan. 20 7 
Feb.10 8 & 18 
Jan. 19 9 
Feb. 23 13 
Feb. 24 14 
Jan. 13 15 
Dec. 1 16 
Feb. 2 17 
Feb.10 18 & 8 
Jan. 5 19 & 4 

Click here for more 
details 

________________________ 

CNH District LCMS  

2772 Constitution Dr.  
Suite A 

Livermore, CA  94551 
925-245-4000 

or 
866-264-6079 

www.cnh-lcms.org 
 

    
CCuurrlleeee  rreepplliieedd,,  ""II  hhaavvee  oonnllyy  oonnee  qquueessttiioonn::  ""DDuuddee,,  wwhhyy  ddiidd  yyoouu  wwaaiitt  ssoo  lloonngg  
ttoo  tteellll  mmee  aallll  tthhiiss??""    
    
MMeessssyy..  UUnn--pprrooggrraammmmeedd..  SSppiirriitt--ddrriivveenn..  TThhoossee  wweerree  wwoorrddss  uusseedd  bbyy  LLCCMMSS  
FFiirrsstt  VViiccee  PPrreessiiddeenntt  RReevv..  DDrr..  WWiilllliiaamm  DDiieekkeellmmaann  ttoo  ddeessccrriibbee  tthhee  
wwiittnneessssiinngg  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  AAbbllaazzee!!  mmoovveemmeenntt..  NNoo  ddoouubbtt  tthhoossee  aarree  wwoorrddss  DDaann  
mmaayy  hhaavvee  uusseedd  ttoo  ddeessccrriibbee  hhiiss  wwiittnneessssiinngg  mmoommeennttss  iinn  IIrraaqq..  BBuutt  CCuurrlleeee''ss  
oonnee  qquueessttiioonn  hhaass  ccoonnvviinncceedd  DDaann  tthhaatt  ppeeooppllee  aarree  jjuusstt  wwaaiittiinngg  ffoorr  uuss  ttoo  tteellll  
tthheemm  tthhee  GGoooodd  NNeewwss  ooff  JJeessuuss..    

    
JJooiinn  mmee  iinn  pprraayyiinngg  tthhaatt  tthhee  HHoollyy  SSppiirriitt  wwiillll  wwoorrkk  mmiigghhttiillyy  aammoonngg  ppaassttoorrss  
aanndd  ppeeooppllee  iinn  tthhee  CCNNHH  DDiissttrriicctt  --  --  aanndd  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  oouurr  LLCCMMSS  --  --  dduurriinngg  
tthhee  ccoommiinngg  yyeeaarr..  TThhaatt  HHee  wwiillll  eemmbboollddeenn  eeaacchh  aanndd  eevveerryy  oonnee  ooff  uuss  ttoo  
iinntteennttiioonnaallllyy  llooookk  ffoorr  tthhee  CCuurrlleeeess  iinn  oouurr  lliivveess  wwhhoo  aarree  wwaaiittiinngg  ttoo  hheeaarr  tthhee  
nneewwss  tthhaatt  GGoodd  ssoo  lloovveedd  tthhee  wwoorrlldd,,  tthhaatt  HHee  ggaavvee  HHiiss  oonnllyy--bbeeggootttteenn  SSoonn  ttoo  
ddiiee  ffoorr  tthheemm,,  ttoooo  --  --  nnoott  jjuusstt  uuss..  TThhaatt  HHee  wwoouulldd  pprreeppaarree  hheeaarrttss  ttoo  
rreecceeiivvee  tthhee  GGoooodd  NNeewwss  ooff  JJeessuuss''  lloovvee  aanndd  ssaallvvaattiioonn,,  aanndd  rreemmoovvee  oouurr  ffeeaarrss  
aanndd  iinnhhiibbiittiioonnss  aabboouutt  nnoott  kknnoowwiinngg  tthhee  rriigghhtt  wwoorrddss  ttoo  uussee,,  oorr  tthhee  rriigghhtt  wwaayy  
ttoo  wwiittnneessss..  
    
AAtt  HHoollyy  CCrroossss  LLuutthheerraann  iinn  AAttwwaatteerr  oonn  CChhrriissttmmaass  EEvvee  oouurr  cchhooiirr  sshhaarreedd  aa  
bbeeaauuttiiffuull  mmuussiiccaall  ccaannttaattaa..  HHooww  ffiittttiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  mmiissssiioonn  ooff  oouurr  ddiissttrriicctt  aarree  
tthhee  wwoorrddss  ttoo  tthhee  llaasstt  ssoonngg  wwee  ssaanngg::    
    
""GGoo  tteellll  iitt  oonn  tthhee  mmoouunnttaaiinn,,  oovveerr  tthhee  hhiillllss,,  aanndd  eevveerryywwhheerree,,  GGoo  tteellll  iitt  oonn  
tthhee  mmoouunnttaaiinn,,  tthhaatt  JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt  iiss  bboorrnn..    GGoo  tteellll  iitt!!""  

 
  

  

 Flame On in 2008!       
by:  J.P Slonkosky- FIF Campaign Director  

  

2008 is almost here! Ablaze! continues to spread across the synod, and we 
all look forward to the fruits in the new year while giving thanks for 
those of 2007. 
 



 3

Fan into Flame continues to activate congregations and invite their 
participation in supporting Ablaze! The secrets to a successful appeal are 
as simple as running an appeal itself. My tip for this newsletter comes 
from the numerous successful appeals already completed. Congregations 
which combine the time, talents, and treasures of their pastor and 
mission minded lay leaders have achieved results beyond their initial goal. 
The enthusiasm of this group flames out to the whole congregation and 
gathers support for Ablaze! 
  
For help in conducting an appeal in your congregation, please call upon the 
following Fan Into Flame Circuit Coordinators, who have been trained to 
help you launch a successful campaign! 
  
Circuit 1  Rev. Terry Chan   640-438-7370 
 
Circuit 2  Rev. James Bothwell 510-278-2556 
 
Circuit 3  Rod Thompson  209-835-7438 
 
Circuit 4  Rev. Bill Plath  916-393-0833 
 
Circuit 5  Rev. Karl Bliese (Bob Lentine)  661-725-2225 
 
Circuit 6  Tim Kramer  707-738-5881 
 
Circuit 7 Rev. David Moore  925-935-3360 
 
Circuit 8  Rev. Aaron Smith 650-967-0666 
 
Circuit 9  Rev. Herb Burch, Jr. 805-260-3286 
 
Circuit 10  Rev. Norman Milz 775-267-3680 
 
Circuit 11  Rev. Mitch Gowen 808-488-3654 
 
Circuit 12  Rev. Stace Rollefson 530-221-6686 
 
Circuit 13  Pending 
 
Circuit 14  Rev. Jim Beyer  707-545-1230 
 
Circuit 15  Chuck Huggins  559-642-4117 
 
Circuit 16  Ken Goebel   831-633-5141 
 
Circuit 17  Pending 
 
Circuit 18  Jim Hillmann  408-929-4000 
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Circuit 19  Bill Swift   530-647-1880 
  

HMONG OUTREACH MINISTRIES NEWS 

 (January 2008) 
by Rev. Sou Keying  
  

As we reflect upon this past year's (2007) ministries, God certainly had 
blessed us in so many ways.  Our first administrative assistant was hired 
in the spring.  May Lo has been a blessing to us as our various ministries 
continue to expand.  A successful fundraising event in Sacramento helped 
us completed our China school project.  We launched another Word and 
Sacraments ministry in Fresno.  The first cycle of our two-year 
leadership training program completed on a high note.  God called five 
men that had been participating in the leadership program to enter the 
pastoral studies.  We were able to secure another radio station to 
broadcast our Light of Life program starting in January 2008 for the 
Sacramento areas. 
  

One of the joys of our ministries is seeing new mission starts by the 
grace of God through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Often this kind of a 
statement is viewed as a cliché in the church.  However when we pause a 
moment and take a closer look at what God is doing in His mission, it is 
quite amazing and it is truly by His grace.  In His time and in His way, the 
mission takes root.   (For more information about this ministry, email Rev. 
Kou Seying) 
  

A blessed New Year to all from HMong Outreach Ministries! 

Quick Links 
Ablaze! Resources 

Fan Into Flames Resources 
Triads  

Learning Communities  
Fan Into Flame Newsletter Archive  

BLOGS now available on the CNH Website 
1.  Faith Communities     2) Triads 3) CLA Blog 
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