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After Worship Service Reception
Detailed Agenda

<CONGREGATION>

<DATE>
I.  
Opening Comments & Prayer

PASTOR



Today, our church body is taking part in a historic campaign that will help to bring the Good News of Jesus to 100 million unchurched or uncommitted people.
Before we begin our reception to learn about the endeavor this afternoon, let us begin with a prayer (Recite Campaign Prayer).
II.
Overview of Ablaze! & Fan into Flame
PASTOR/CHAIR
15 minutes
·  Overview of Ablaze!:
· In light of the fact that two out of every three people in the world today have no relationship with Christ, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and its 29 church partners worldwide have initiated a mission movement to reach 100 million people by the year 2017. 
· Entitled Ablaze!, this movement will deliver hope and spiritual renewal by communicating the message of the saving Gospel and igniting the flame of faith in the hearts of people everywhere.  
·  Key elements of Fan into Flame are:

· Equipping Lay People for Gospel outreach;

· New church starts in the US and throughout the world;

· Increasing the number of LCMS professional and volunteer missionaries to work with national and international partners; and

· Enhancing the local outreach of each congregation.

· At the heart of Fan into Flame is Jesus’ final instruction to His disciples: “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).

· Jerusalem – to provide resources to each congregation;

· Judea – regionally with the help of every district;

· Samaria – through outreach to ethnic groups and urban centers; and

· Ends of the Earth – to increase our ability to proclaim the Gospel with the support of our partner churches.
III. Presentation of Goals and Objectives 

of Fan into Flame



PASTOR/CHAIR
20 minutes

· Jerusalem:

· 15% of the funds raised in our congregation will be used for local outreach

· Highlight Local Case for Support
· Judea:

· (District Case)

· Samaria:

· Assist Districts and congregations to plant 2,000 new ministries 

· Missionary training in the United States to develop new missionaries in the National mission field by 2017

· Revitalize existing congregations into “mission outposts”

· Ends of the Earth:

· Increase the number of full time, professional missionaries deployed throughout the World by 50%, from 65 to 100

· Provide financial assistance to start 3,000 new churches globally

· Construct facilities that enable our missionaries to share the Good News of Jesus
· Offer support for expansion Seminary facilities throughout the World
· Global Projects (National and International):

· Create the Ablaze! Connection, a distance learning program that will use state–of-the-art technology to deliver world-class Christian education and evangelism training to LCMS congregations throughout the United States and around the world

· Establish the Ablaze! Mission Fund that will allow our church to respond rapidly to urgent mission opportunities and meet sudden mission needs, such as emergency evacuation of our missionaries during times of civil unrest

IV.
Fan into Flame Video Presentation

All

          15 minutes
V.
Request for Support



CHAIR

5 minutes

As you can see, this campaign is critical to the vitality of our church body in this and for many decades to come. 
Our goal through this program is to provide funding to fortify the resources all Lutherans have working toward the Ablaze! goal.  Your financial support of this worthy initiative is the key to our overall success. I ask that you and your family prayerfully consider your sacrificial gift to this campaign. You will receive a brochure with a letter enclosed asking for a pledge. May I ask you to read the letter and pray about your commitment to this effort.  A member of the Leadership Team will be contacting you this week to answer any questions and ask for your support.  Let me be the first to thank you for your prayerful consideration of my request.

While I have no way of knowing your financial situation, I do know that our needs are great.  May, I ask you to prayerfully consider a gift of $______ this year and an equal sum for each of the next 3/5 years for a total gift of $______ or according to another schedule of your choosing.  With your support, church name and The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod will jointly strengthen their ability to fulfill the mandate of service issued through the Gospel.  I ask you to complete the enclosed pledge card and send it back to me in the reply envelope by Date.
I am excited about this campaign.  It shows a real vision to support new and enhanced mission work.  My family has made a pledge to this effort and we believe in this endeavor.  We really like (Discuss parts of the plan that are meaningful)…
VI.
Comments and Discussion


ALL


15 minutes

Answer any questions about the information provided during the meeting.  

VII.
Closing Remarks and Prayer

PASTOR
 
2 minutes

Thank you for joining us today to hear about this wonderful undertaking in which our congregation and the Texas District are taking part.  This is an exciting time for our congregation as we are challenged to support new and vital mission work.  Through our efforts we will be able to put the resources in place to reach the unchurched people in this world with the saving message of the Gospel.  I hope you will join me and our Leadership Committee in this historic effort.
Let us pray.  (Closing prayer)
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