Suggested Talking Points – Pastor for Reception 
Pastor XXXX we thank you for your willingness to present this exciting initiative to the congregation on Date, Time.  
We ask that you speak to the congregation members during the after worship service reception and invite their participation in Fan into Flame.  Members should be invited to attend this reception.  Members of the leadership team should also be in attendance to answer any questions and hand out materials.
The reception is best held in a room with enough tables and chairs for all of the attendees.  Each table should have pens and pads for each member to take notes.  Refreshments are always nice to have available for members following the worship service.  

Please consider the following talking points:

· Thank congregation members for their willingness to hear more about this vital new ministry support campaign we want to get involved with
· Please offer a prayer (Campaign Prayer) to bless the food and Fan into Flame 

· Recap the objectives of the Ablaze! movement and give an overview of Fan into Flame 
· The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and its 29 partner and sister churches worldwide have initiated a mission movement to reach 100 million people by the year 2017. By resolution at the 2004 Synod convention, LCMS members, pastors, congregations, and allied organizations endorsed a movement named Ablaze!, to deliver hope and spiritual renewal by communicating the saving message of the Gospel.

·   Key elements of Fan into Flame are:

· Equipping Lay People for Gospel outreach;

· New church starts in the US and throughout the world;

· Increasing the number of LCMS professional and volunteer missionaries to work with national and international partners; and

· Enhancing the local outreach of each congregation.
· At the heart of Fan into Flame is Jesus’ final instruction to His disciples: “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).

· Jerusalem – to provide resources to each congregation;

· Judea – regionally with the help of every district;

· Samaria – through outreach to ethnic groups and urban centers; and

· Ends of the Earth – to increase our ability to proclaim the Gospel with the support of our partner churches.
· Present the goals and objectives of each component of Fan into Flame:
· Jerusalem:

· 15% of the funds raised in our congregation will be used for local outreach

· Highlight Local Case

· Judea:

· (Northern Illinois District Case) 

· Samaria:

· Assist District and congregations to plant 2,000 new ministries 

· Missionary training in the United States to develop new missionaries in the United States by 2017

· Revitalize existing congregations into “mission outposts”

· Ends of the Earth:

· Increase the number of full time, professional missionaries deployed throughout the World by 50% from 65 to 100

· Provide financial assistance to start 3,000 new churches globally

· Construct facilities that enable our missionaries to share the Good News of Jesus
· Offer support for expansion Seminary facilities throughout the World
· Global Projects (National and International):

· Create the Ablaze! Connection, a distance learning program that will use state–of-the-art technology to deliver world-class Christian education and evangelism training to LCMS congregations throughout the United States and around the world

· Establish the Ablaze! Mission Fund that will allow our church to respond rapidly to urgent mission opportunities and meet sudden urgent needs, such as emergency evacuation of our missionaries during times of civil unrest

· Following the presentation a request for support should be made:
· As you can see, this campaign is critical to the vitality of our church body in this and many decades to come. 
· Our goal through this program is to provide funding to fortify the resources all Lutherans have working toward the Ablaze! goal.  

· Your financial support of this worthy initiative is the key to our overall success. I ask that you and your family prayerfully consider your sacrificial gift to this campaign. 
· In your brochure is a gift plan card.  I ask that you prayerfully consider a pledge in one of the defined categories.  

· Let me be the first to thank you for your prayerful consideration of my request on our campaign.

· Upon conclusion, offer a chance for comments and discussion about the request:
· End the reception with a blessing and prayer.
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