Three Bible Study/Discussions on our mission in the post-churched context

Part 2: Our Role in the World
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Three Bible Studies

1. How do we view the world around us?
2. What is our role in that world?

3. What does this mean for our ministry?
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The World Around Us
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The Post-Churched Mission Field

When you hear it said that we are on a
post-churched mission field, how do

you feel? Does this excite you, scare
you, confuse you?

What do you think is the biggest
challenge for the local congregation in
this context?
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Our Relationship to the World
Today

A Calling, not a Tragedy

Called to be Priests to the Post-Churched
Society
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Babylonian Exile

In 586 BC, Jerusalem destroyed

The people taken to Babylon

Israel was in a strange society far from

the churched culture of Jerusalem.
What day to day challenges can you
imagine they faced?
What similarities to our present society
can you think of?
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A Calling, Not a Tragedy

But they were to see this as a calling
Read Daniel 4:1-3
What do you recall about the lives of Daniel,
Shadrach, Meschach, and Abednego?
What impact did they make on
Nebuchadnezzar? On the Babylonian nation?
What does their example say to us today?
More people heard about the true God than at
any other time in the Old Testament

"
The Shoe Salesmen

“Get me out of here!”
“Send me all the shoes you can!”
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The Church in the Post-Churched
Society

How do we see the Post-Churched culture?
Mark 6:34
How does Jesus view those who are lost?
Consider also Romans 5:8 and John 3:16
Not a tragedy, but a calling
We were raised up for such a time as this
Called as priests

The Work of a Priest

Moses
Aaron Priest
and Sons @

People

Old Testament Priesthood

God
From the PEOPLE to GOD
Offering Sacrifices
Entering the Holy Place .
Burning the incense (prayer) Priest
People

Old Testament Priesthood

God
From GOD to the PEOPLE
Forgiveness of sins
The Torah of God Priest
Blessing comes through the
priesthood
People
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Fulfilled in CHRIST
|

The perfect priest
Hebrews 7:23-38

How is Christ the
perfect priest?

Consider both
arrows

Fulfilled in CHRIST

Offered the final

Sacrifice
" I
Fulfilled in CHRIST
Perfect
Revelation of
the Father
" I
Fulfilled in CHRIST
All is
offered in His
Name
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Fulfilled in CHRIST

Believers need
no priest but
Christ

The curtain is

Access through

But there is another priesthood

The Priesthood of God's People
Revelation 1:6, p. 1913
1 Peter 2:9, p. 1888

d

Priesthood of Israel

Exodus 19:5-6 God
A to the ﬁ
nations
“All peoples on earth will
be blessed through you” @
(Genesis 12:3)
Nations
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Priesthood of Israel

A priesthood
fulfilled in

The priesthood of
all believers
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Our Priesthood

Sharing Christ’s love God

with people who ﬁ
don’t know Him

Praying to Christ on

their behalf @

Unbelievers
" B
Our Priesthood
A , hot a choice
It takes place in the , hotin

the church

The intersection of your gifts and
your neighbors needs

The “can do” people for those who
“scan't’

"
Our Priesthood

What does it mean to be called by God
to be a “priest” to the unchurched?
If we take this seriously, how might this
affect
Our relationships with unchurched
people?
Our relationship with our church?
Our desire to grow as disciples?

"
Our Priesthood

What does it mean to be called by God
to be a “priest” to the unchurched?
If we take this seriously, how might this
affect
Our relationships with unchurched
people?
Our relationship with our church?
Our desire to grow as disciples?
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Priestly Prayer
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John 17:18-22, p. 1680

Praying for those who don't believe yet
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Priestly Prayer
) p‘ PO~ ‘

Why do we pray for them?

They can’t pray for themselves
Prayer changes them (God answers!)
Prayer changes us, our attitudes
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Physical and
Emotional Needs

Work and livelihood
Health
Happiness
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Relational Needs

Family, marriage,
children, friends

Troubled
relationships in their
lives
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What do | pray for?

Spiritual Needs

Spiritual
Protection

Salvation

My Prayer List

" JE
Priestly Prayer

Think of the prayers we
pray in church
How many are for the
unchurched? For those
who cannot pray?
How can we encourage
priestly prayer among
us?

"
Summary: Our Priesthood

Sharing Christ’s love God

with people who @
don’t know Him

Praying to Christ on

their behalf @

Unbelievers







