Why is the Church on Earth?

Sermon for:  Why is the Church on Earth

Sermon title: Becoming Purpose Driven

Bible Passage: Various passages
Objective: To carefully consider why the local church exists. Emphasis will be placed on how well both “we” and “me” are doing in the five purposes, and in particular- the purpose of mission.

Introduction:

Note for pastor: As a creative way to start the sermon gather three or four unusual household items or tools. Hold each item up, one a time and see if anyone in the congregation can actually guess what the item is and what it’s “purpose” is.

After you’ve introduced the items from above transition to the text of the sermon…

********

Each of the items that I’ve just held up was created with a specific purpose in mind by the person who invented it. In other words, there was a distinct need that the inventor was seeking to address when he created his invention.

When was the last time you asked yourself this unusual question: What on earth is the church here for? In other words, why did God invent the local church and what is the purpose that a group of people like ourselves is supposed to fulfill? It’s an interesting question, and one that I would like to focus on this morning. If we can gain greater clarity about God’s purposes for our church that will help us to focus our energy on the things God wants us to focus.

Over the years, there have been a number of authors and pastors that have attempted to articulate a biblical perspective on the purposes of the church. One of the most well-known authors is Rick Warren who penned the book, The Purpose-Driven Church in the mid 90’s. His biblical framework for understanding the five purposes suggests that there are five primary themes that I would like to briefly overview: Worship, Fellowship, Growth, Service, Missions. Afterward I’d like to give each of you an opportunity to assess where you are personally on each of the five purposes.

Worship: 

Matthew 4:10 (read together)

God created us to be in fellowship with Him and to enjoy a close, intimate relationship with our creator. This is true for individuals and for the churches alike. When we gather together, God delights in the praise and adoration of His people. Worshipping God is a powerful expression of our dependence on our Lord and Savior for forgiveness, grace, and strength. Exalting the Lord also helps us put life in perspective as we contemplate God’s holiness and omnipotence. We are to be unapologetic and enthusiastic in our worship of God 

Growth: 

Colossians 1:28 (read together)

A local church is also meant to be a stimulating environment where believers become more like Christ. The early Christians were referred to as disciples which is a term that has gone out of vogue. However, becoming more like Jesus is a life-long pursuit and the local church is meant to be a place where discipleship takes place. Each of us needs to be exposed to sound teaching and opportunities to learn to behave more like Christ.

Fellowship: 

Ephesians 2:19 (read together)

A third purpose revolves around our need for significant relationships. The church is meant to be a place where we are known and cared for in a deeper way. As children in God’s extended family, He desires that we extend practical expressions of care and support toward one another. We have an opportunity to experience a depth of relationship that people in the world hunger for. Words like acceptance, authenticity, grace, sharing, and sacrifice are meant to be seasoned through our church as we mirror the work that God has done in our lives.

Service: 

Ephesians 4:11ff (read together)

Next, the local church is to an extension of God’s hands. We become more like Christ when we give our lives away for the betterment of others. A number of New Testament passages underscore the need for every believer to serve his local church with the spiritual gifts God has entrusted to him. Paul likens the church to a body that has many different parts and functions. Each of us has a part to play in helping the local church to function as God intended it to.

Mission: 

Matthew 28:19-20

Lastly, and certainly not least, is the purpose of reaching out to the world with the good news of the Gospel message. The U.S. is one of the largest mission fields in the world if we consider the large number of unchurched people who reside in this country. Jesus was quite explicit about His desire for his disciples to multiply themselves around the world by making new followers of Christ. God expects us to His ambassadors of the life changing message of the Gospel.

*Note to the pastor:

If you have time in the service, this would be a wonderful time to have people actually score themselves on the “Individual Spiritual Health Assessment”. Call the questionnaire whatever you’d like…this gives the congregation an opportunity to reflect deeper on the where they are personally with the five purposes.

Instructions for the questionnaire and its scoring are enclosed below. It has been designed by Saddleback Church in conjunction with the best-selling book, The Purpose-Driven Life which has sold over 30 million copies worldwide. Help people understand that the purpose of the questionnaire is not to make them feel guilty but to help them determine an area of their spiritual lives that they would like to grow in. Encourage your people to treat this as an opportunity to give themselves a little bit of a spiritual health check-up. This is not a scientific survey, so the numbers are just general indicators of where a person is at.  The idea is to help bring focus to our lives.
Close the sermon with some concluding comments as you feel are appropriate…especially some kind of encouragement to act on something from the questionnaire.

	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Individual Spiritual Health Assessment


	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Doesn't
	Partial
	Perfect

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Match
	Match
	Match

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1.
	Pleasing God with my life is my highest priority 
	 
	 
	 
	1.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	2.
	I am genuinely open and honest about who I am with others.
	
	
	2.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	3.
	There is little in my character that does not look like Christ. 
	 
	 
	3.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	4.
	I often think about how to use my time more wisely to serve God. 
	
	
	4.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	5.
	I feel personal responsibility to share my faith with those who don’t know Jesus.
	 
	5.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	6.
	I am dependent on God for every aspect of my life.
	
	
	
	6.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	7.
	I regularly use my time and resources to care for the needs of others.
	 
	7.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	8.
	How I spend my time and money shows that I think more about God and others 
	
	8.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	than I do about myself.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9.
	I am currently serving God with the gifts and passions He has given me. 
	 
	9.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	10.
	I look for opportunities to build relationships with those who don’t know Jesus.
	
	10.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	11.
	There is nothing in my life that I have not surrendered to (kept back from) God 
	 
	11.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	12.
	I have a deep and meaningful connection with others in the church.
	
	
	12.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	13.
	I allow God’s word to guide my thoughts and change my actions
	 
	 
	13.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	14.
	I regularly reflect on how my life can have an impact for the Kingdom of God.
	
	14.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	15.
	I regularly pray for those who don’t know Christ.
	 
	 
	 
	15.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	16.
	I regularly meditate on God’s word and invite Him into my everyday activities. 
	
	16.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	17.
	I have an easy time allowing someone who knows me to speak truth to me.
	 
	17.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	18.
	I am able to praise God during difficult times and see them as opportunities to grow. 
	
	18.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	19.
	I often think about ways to use my God-given SHAPE to please God.
	 
	19.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	20.
	I am confident in my ability to share my faith.
	
	
	
	20.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	21.
	I have a deep desire to be in God’s presence and spend time with him.
	 
	21.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	22.
	I gather regularly with a group of Christians for fellowship and accountability.
	
	22.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	23.
	I find I am making more choices that cause me to grow when I am tempted  
	 
	23.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	 
	to do wrong.
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	24.
	I enjoy meeting the needs of others without expecting anything in return.
	
	24.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	25.
	My heart is full of passion to share the good news of the gospel with those
	 
	25.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	 
	who have never heard it.
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	26.
	I am the same person at church that I am in private. 
	
	
	
	26.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	27.
	There is nothing in my relationships that is currently unresolved. 
	 
	 
	27.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	28.
	I have found that prayer has changed how I view and interact with the world.
	
	28.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	29.
	Those closest to me would say my life is a reflection of giving more than receiving.
	 
	29.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	30.
	I find that my relationship with Jesus comes up frequently in my conversations 
	
	30.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	with those who don't know Him.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	31.
	I have an overwhelming sense of God’s awesomeness even when I do not feel 
	 
	31.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	 
	his presence.
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	32.
	There is nothing in the way I talk or act concerning others that I would not be
	
	32.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	willing to share with them in person.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	33.
	I am consistent in pursuing habits that are helping me model my life after Jesus.
	 
	33.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	34.
	I am open about my weaknesses and see them as opportunities to minister to others. 
	34.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	35.
	I am open to going anywhere God calls me in whatever capacity to share my faith.
	 
	35.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 Health Assessment Instructions

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


How the Assessment Works:

1. This health assessment is designed to help you evaluate how well you are balancing the five purposes in your life, and to identify your areas of strength and weakness. 

2. Instructions:

a. Rate yourself on each of the statements using a scale from 0 to 5, with zero meaning the statement does not match you and five meaning it is a very strong match for you. 

b. After you have rated each statement, tally the results by transferring your ratings for each of the statements to the scoring table on this page. Then add up the numbers in each column to find your score for each purpose. 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Health Assessment Scoring Table

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


My Health Assessment

WORSHIP
FELLOWSHIP
GROWTH
SERVICE
MISSION

1.______
2.______
3.______
4.______
5.______

6.______
7.______
8.______
9.______
10._____

11._____
12._____
13._____
14._____
15._____

16._____
17._____
18._____
19._____
20._____

21._____
22._____
23._____
24._____
25._____


26._____
27._____
28._____
29._____
30._____

31._____
32._____
33._____
34._____
35._____



	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Individual Growth Plan

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


Based upon the results of your individual spiritual health assessment, in which of the five purposes do you believe God is leading you to grow? If one purpose stands out above the others you may wish to participate in a group that is studying that purpose during the next cycle of small groups.


Date:_____/______/_______






































What is a specific action step I would like to take as a result of taking this questionnaire?


 


______________________________________________________________________________








� Purpose Driven Life Small Group Series, Volume 6 (Lake Forest, CA: Purpose Driven Publishing, 2004).





