Sermon for:  Change? You Gotta Be Kidding!
Sermon title: Four Friends and a Mat

Bible Passage: Mark 2:1-12 
Objective: 

For participants to learn about the value and behavior shifts which are necessary to reach their unchurched friends.
Introduction:

     In 1971, a seemingly ordinary man named Darwin E. Smith took over the controls of a company called Kimberly-Clark. Prior to Smith’s arrival the company had become a stodgy old paper company whose stock had fallen 36% over the previous 20 years. When Darwin Smith became the CEO he led the company through a dramatic change process that resulted in the company outperforming the general market by a 4 to 1 ratio.

     One might ask, “Well, how did Smith achieve such a dramatic turn around?” Shortly after taking over the helm of the company, Smith and his team determined that the coated paper business, their bread and butter, was a market niche that was doomed to failure. A dramatic decision was made to sell the paper mills that had been the backbone of the company’s business success for decades. The second part of the business strategy was the visionary choice to jump into a toe-to-toe battle with Proctor and Gamble in the consumer paper products industry. 

     The pundits on Wall Street derided the business venture as foolish and short-sighted. But Smith and his team never wavered and twenty-five years later, Kimberly-Clark’s products such as Kleenex and Huggies have become household names in the American marketplace. 

     It has been said that we rarely change things that we tolerate. For Kimberly-Clark they decided to wipe the slate clean and to re-invent themselves as a company. It required risk and the leaders of the company had to be willing to stop tolerating the mediocre performance of their company.

     What about your life…what change has God been nudging you with lately? Maybe it’s a change at work, home, in the neighborhood, or in an important relationship. Or perhaps you have felt convicted about the need to spend more time with friends and acquaintances who need the love of God in their lives. The passage that we are going to look at this morning will speak toward our need to take some risks in getting our friends closer to Jesus. 

Read Mark 2:1-12 together

Let me point three things out about this passage:

Insight #1: The friends stopped tolerating 

     We don’t know exactly what motivated the four friends in this story into action. One thing is clear, they made a decision that Jesus might be able to help their buddy. They stopped tolerating the situation that their friend was stuck in and they decided to try to do something new, something radical. More of the same was not going to get the job done for their friend…a new approach, something risky, something unusual was what their friend needed. 

Insight #2: Whatever it takes, get them to Jesus

     One of the most interesting things about this story is that the house where Jesus was located was filled with religious people. People who really needed to have a touch from him were being excluded. In other words, the religious people were getting in the way of people getting to Jesus. Some of our churches across America have become like this home…crowded with religious types and we can actually get in the way of other people finding God if we’re not careful. Or looking after the needs of our buildings and assets becomes more important than the original mission of why the buildings were constructed in the first place…getting people to Jesus.

     But thank goodness for imaginative friends who didn’t let a house full of religious types get in the way of getting their friend to Jesus. Try to imagine the scene for a moment….slowly a hole was dug in the roof and people in the room would have been covered with falling dust and debris. At some point four heads poked their heads through the gaping hole and gave a grin to the crowd below as they slowly lowered their comrade down to the feet of Jesus. 

     It would have been quite a scene! In all of the dust and humor, let’s not lose sight of the fact that four friends had a rugged determination to get their pal to Jesus. What greater legacy can we leave in life than to get our friends, neighbors, and workmates to Jesus? And often it starts with a determination in our hearts to be persistent and creative with our methods.

Insight #3: Jesus wants us to take a risk

     Making changes in our lives involves taking a risk. The four friends took extraordinary risks all throughout the story. They faced a crowded house, a debilitating illness, and the scorn of the religious authorities as they crashed the party (literally!). What these courageous companions model for us is that God is rewarded of those who take risks on behalf of God especially when it involves someone who needs a fresh touch of God on their lives.

     So how about you this morning? What change or changes do you need to make in your life to be willing to carry someone to Jesus? What might be getting in the way of you wanting to carry the mat? Is it embarrassment or disinterest? Or are you simply tolerating the fact that there people all around you who need you to break a hole in roof somewhere for them? Let’s be people who don’t just tolerate, who do whatever it takes, and who are willing to take risks…all for our friends who need Jesus.

Let’s pray
