Sermon outline for The Search
Core concept for the message: 

God has designed all things to grow, including His church.

(* The opening illustration requires that you have one vegetable, one piece of fruit, and a flower or potted plant of some kind)

What do these have in common (holding up a vegetable, fruit, a flower) in regard to what caused them to grow? There are a number of factors that contribute to something growing…There is a God dynamic and there is a human dynamic. God causes something  to grow but He also often uses us in the process.

Think about your own life. Who are the people that have contributed to your growth as a person?…a teacher, parent, coach, pastor, Sunday school teacher, a friend….God may have used any combination of these people to help you grow and develop. Growth is simply a part of the way God has designed life…it is healthy and natural to grow. 

It’s no different with God’s design for a local church. He desires that His church be a living and growing organism in two ways: internally and externally. In other words, we as His church, are to grow in Christ-likeness but we also have a responsibility “to grow” by sharing the Good News in our community.

You may be surprised to learn that most church-goers in America believe that church’s primary responsibility is to meet their needs. I would like to make a case that you have legitimate “growth” needs that a church should seek to meet. However, there are many people in our community who have “spiritual growth” needs who should strive to meet as a church also. God desires His church to grow from the inside out. This is a both/and proposition. God wants us to grow, but He also wants us to be a part of helping other people grow by helping them discover the Savior.

Romans 10:14-15 states,

How then can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? And how can they preach unless they are sent? 

Paul doesn’t leave us very much wiggle room on this verse. It is pretty clear, that God has entrusted Christians with the responsibility to search for people who are lost without Christ and we are to share the good news of what Christ has done. We are to share the good news.

This passage confronts us with the truth that there are people all around us who are waiting to hear about Christ. They are in our neighborhoods, our workplaces, our families, and in our communities. Think of people that you know, that as far as you can tell, do not have a personal relationship with Christ. Who will tell them about God? Who will share what Christ has done for them on the cross?

Paul makes it obvious. The vast majority of people won’t embrace God unless someone goes to them. This takes compassion and intentionality on our part. It takes compassion to remember what it means to be lost without God. And it takes intentional effort on our part to help connect people to God.

Now, returning to the fruit, vegetable, and plant illustration that I started with…let’s be clear: God is the one that causes things ultimately to grow. It is His power that causes the miracle of growth from a little tiny seed to develop into something that produces fruit. But He has also chosen to have us work in the garden with Him. We don’t cause spiritual growth in another person but He invites us to be a part of the search party.

Jesus once said to His disciples, “I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest.” If Jesus were here today standing in our midst He would have the same thing to say to us. He’d urge us to look all around us in our community for those that desperately need Him and to realize that we have a part to play in God’s building of His Church.

What are some practical ways to join God in growing His church?

First, we can pray for our friends and neighbors. We can ask God to open their hearts to the Savior and to create a spiritual hunger. We can pray that they might start searching for spiritual answers to some of life’s most puzzling questions. We can ask God to remove their spiritual blindness.

Next, we can get more serious about inviting our friends and neighbors to church or church related activities. Recent research found that the vast majority of Americans would come to church if a friend invited them. You might be surprised at how open people are to coming to church with you.

Third, have them over to your home for a meal or for a party. That’s what Matthew did when he became a disciple…He threw a party and invited his friends over to meet Jesus. Your home is the perfect place to make a relational investment in someone’s life. And for some of your friends and neighbors, your home is less threatening than coming to church.

Let me close with a powerful poem written by a man named Sam Shoemaker who was instrumental in the development of a movement called Alcoholics Anonymous. Sam was passionate about people finding God. As you listen to the poem about people standing outside the door, try to picture in your mind people’s faces that you know who are looking for the Door.

The Door

I stand by the door.

I neither go too far in, nor stay too far out.

The door is the most important door in the world -

It is the door through which men walk when they find God.

There is no use my going way inside and staying there,

When so many are still outside and they, as much as I,

Crave to know where the door is.

And all that so many ever find

Is only the wall where the door ought to be.

They creep along the wall like blind men,

With outstretched, groping hands,

Feeling for a door, knowing there must be a door,

Yet they never find it.

So I stand by the door.

The most tremendous thing in the world

Is for men to find that door - the door to God.

The most important thing that any man can do

Is to take hold of one of those blind, groping hands

And put it on the latch - the latch that only clicks

And opens to the man’s own touch.
Men die outside the door, as starving beggars die

On cold nights in cruel cities in the dead of winter.

Die for want of what is within their grasp.

They live on the other side of it -

Live there because they have not found it.

Nothing else matters compared to helping them find it,

And open it, and walk in, and find Him.

So I stand by the door.

Go in great saints; go all the way in -

Go way down into the cavernous cellars,

And way up into the spacious attics.

It is a vast, roomy house, this house where God is.

Go into the deepest of hidden casements,

Of withdrawal, of silence, of sainthood.

Some must inhabit those inner rooms

And know the depths and heights of God,

And call outside to the rest of us how wonderful it is.

Sometimes I take a deeper look in,

Sometimes venture in a little farther,

But my place seems closer to the opening.

So I stand by the door.

I admire the people who go way in.

But I wish they would not forget how it was

Before they got in. Then they would be able to help

The people who have not yet even found the door.

Or the people who want to run away again from God.

You can go in too deeply and stay in too long

And forget the people outside the door.

As for me, I shall take my old accustomed place,

Near enough to God to hear Him and know He is there,

But not so far from men as not to hear them,

And remember they are there too.

Where? Outside the door -

Thousands of them. Millions of them.

But - more important for me -

One of them, two of them, ten of them.

Whose hands I am intended to put on the latch.

So I shall stand by the door and wait

For those who seek it.

I had rather be a doorkeeper

So I stand by the door.

Conclusion

God wants to you and me to stand by the door to help our friends and neighbors find the latch to the door, our Savior, Jesus Christ. As I conclude this message, let me close in prayer using Matthew 9:38 as my inspiration which instructs us to pray for people to go out into the harvest fields that are ready for harvest.

Close in prayer.

