Sermon for:  Volunteer Spirit

Sermon title: “May I have your coat?”

Bible Passage: 1 John 3:11-19 
Sermon Introduction:

Intro option #1 

*If you have a video projector available, you might consider starting the sermon with a video clip from the movie Patch Adams. The scene is the first time that Patch puts a red nose on and begins clowning for young cancer patients. Start the scene with him going into the cancer ward and end it when he asked to leave by one of the nurses. Introduce the clip with a few framing comments:

I want to start my sermon off this morning with a moving scene from the movie Patch Adams. The movie is based on the true story of a very unconventional  medical student named Patch. In this particular scene, Patch encounters some young cancer patients.  Watch what happens for the patients and for Patch as he uses humor to touch them.
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After the scene has been shown build a bridge to the Bible passage with a few comments about the scene: 

Patch challenged the entire medical establishment…he made everyone uncomfortable… because he made people face the fact that they had forgotten the purpose of a hospital. The purpose of a hospital was not to help “patients,” it was to help people. Over and over again throughout the movie he went out of his way to touch people.

Today we turn to a passage in 1 John 3 which will challenge each one of us to answer the question: “What am I specifically doing to reach out and be a blessing to those God has placed in my life here at church and in the community?”  John really goes after us and he leaves nowhere to hide as he exhorts us with one of the most central truths of Christianity…(“it is more blessed to give than it is to receive”)

Intro option #2

A few years ago, Robin Williams starred in a movie called “Patch Adams” which was based on the true life of a very unconventional medical student. Earlier in his life Patch tried to commit suicide because his life had lost any sense of purpose or direction. His life was spared and while he was recovering in a psychiatric hospital he discovered that helping people made him feel much better about himself. With his new found discovery, he checked himself out of the hospital and enrolled in medical school so that he could pursue a career that would enable him to give his life away to others.

He soon discovered though, that not everyone shared his passion for helping other people. Patch challenged the entire medical establishment…he made everyone uncomfortable because he made people face the fact that they had forgotten the purpose of a hospital. The purpose of a hospital was not to help “patients;” the purpose of a hospital was to help people. Over and over again throughout the movie he went out of his way to touch people.

Today we turn to a passage in 1 John 3 which will challenge each one of us to answer the question: “What am I specifically doing to reach out and be a blessing to those God has placed in my life here at church and in the community?”  John really goes after us and he leaves nowhere to hide as he exhorts us with one of the most central truths of Christianity…(“it is more blessed to give than it is to receive”)

( After your Introduction (option #1 or #2) Read 1 John 3: 11-19 out loud together

I. Cain and Abel (a life was taken) Verses 11-15

In this passage, John sets up a black and white illustration to underscore the truth that we are to love one another. Cain’s actions with his brother Abel are an extreme example of what love is not. The most precious thing that anyone of us has, our very lives, was taken from Abel by his brother. His life was taken away. None of us should be filled with the bitterness, envy, and anger that led Cain to murder Abel. Rather, we are to take a page out of the life of Jesus for our model.

II. Jesus laid His life down  (Verse 16)

John contrasts the actions of Cain, with the actions of Jesus. Instead of taking a life, Jesus laid His own life down. He gave His life away so that others might live. The phrase, “laid down” is an interesting one. It would have been used to talk about an outer garment, like a coat, in which the clothing is taken off. In referring to Jesus, John is saying that He took off His own life and willingly “laid it down”. 

*special note: for added effect consider putting a trenchcoat on during the illustration and then taking it off to symbolize Jesus “laying down his life.” Referring back to the trenchcoat during the sermon can help people remember the sermon throughout the week.

III. We’re meant to give our coat away (Verses 17-18)

John brings down to the personal level in verses 17 and 18. Since Christ laid down his life for each one of us, we are meant to give our lives away also. In other words, we are to lay down our coats.

So we need to ask the question, “What does our coat represent in today’s world?”

First, our coat represents our material possessions. John makes it very clear that as we see someone who has a practical need, a tangible material need, and we turn our backs away, it’s as if we made the love of God disappear. Amongst the church, laying our lives down means giving freely of our money and resources to be a blessing to others.

Secondly, our coats represent our time and talent. Jesus’s example challenges us to consider volunteering our time and abilities to bless others. Specifically, every church rises and falls on the amount of volunteer energy it has harnessed. Our church has volunteer needs in a number of places. 

*(you might want to highlight different ministry areas and specifically mention needs related to Groups Ablaze if it’s appropriate)

In addition, God expects each one of us to be a blessing in the lives that need God in their lives. Intentionally building a friendship with unbelieving friends and neighbors is a wonderful way “to give away your coat.”
Closure:

Let’s face it…this is a challenging passage of the Bible. John makes it very clear that giving our lives away is one of the hallmark behaviors of being a Christian. Go back in your mind to one of the final scenes from the movie The Passion. When they finally got Jesus to the top of the hill, he was thrown on the ground. In agony, Jesus willingly crawled on top of the cross to be crucified. It was a dramatic portrayal of Jesus literally laying down His life.

When we look at all that Jesus has done for us, how can we selfishly hold on to our own coats? Our coats are for other people. Who is God asking you to give your coat to today? Let’s respond to God’s promptings as we leave today and purpose to lay our lives down for others.

Let’s pray. 

