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Q: 

Why should I be concerned about copyright issues? 

A: 
Federal Copyright Law prohibits the unauthorized copying of “original works of authorship” (including literary, 
dramatic, musical, artistic and certain other intellectual works), and penalties for copyright violations can be up to 
$150,000 per infringement. Ethically, owners of copyrighted material are entitled to the fruits of their labors, hence 
copyright protection for original works is fair and right. 

 

Church Copyright License 
The Church Copyright License covers over 150,000 worship songs for congregational singing. 

Review all the CCLI Licensing options from Church Copyright Licenses (Music) to Event and  

Church Video License 
Churches and Movies 

It's becoming more common. Pastors use portions of movies to enhance sermon points. Sunday school teachers and 
childcare workers play a full-length feature. Youth leaders show the latest videos. Educators use movies to train and inspire. 
For all these activities, the Church Video License provides legal coverage for your church. 

Most of us fast-forward right through that FBI warning at the beginning of videos and DVDs. Ever wonder what it actually 
says? The Federal Copyright Act of 1976 stipulates that pre-recorded videos are authorized for personal home use only. 
Special permission must be granted for any public performance...and that includes churches. Violations can result in 
substantial fines, up to $30,000 per infringement. 

CCLI has joined with Motion Picture Licensing Corporation (MPLC) to form Christian Video Licensing International (CVLI), 
providing the Church Video License for churches and other ministry organizations who show videos and DVDs in a public 
setting. The Family Values Producer Package covers videos and movies focused on religious and family-based themes. The 
Total Producer Package also covers many big-name studios like Universal Pictures, Warner Brothers, Walt Disney Pictures, 
Touchstone, Paramount, and Fox. 

For more information, a complete producer list, and to order the Church Video License, go to www.cvli.org. To talk to a sales 
representative, please call 1-888-771-CVLI (2854). 

ScreenVue 

Movie Scenes For Sermon/Teaching Illustrations 

ScreenVue is the ideal source for finding the perfect movie scene for your next sermon or teaching illustration. 

Online Movie Scenes and Ideas 
ScreenVue members now have access to major movie scene downloads starting with Narnia, The Lion, The Witch and the 
Wardrobe plus hundreds of scene ideas for the movies you rent or buy yourself...from titles covered by the Church Video 
License, including major studios and titles like Indiana Jones, Forrest Gump, The Lion King, Titanic, Pearl Harbor, Toy Story, 
Remember the Titans, Twister, Armageddon, and many more.  

Actual Clips on DVD and CD-ROM 
With the Full Package, you'll also receive professionally-edited clips every 90 days on DVD and CD-ROM...from movies released by Christian and 
independent producers like The Gospel of John, Spellbound, Shadowlands, Death of a Salesman, We Still Believe: The Boston Red Sox Story and many 
more. 

 
PLEASE NOTE:  This sheet is just a brief synopsis of information regarding copyrights.  Please go to the 
website(s) listed above and refer to their information in greater detail. 


