Eagles Under 18 Girls Take Bendigo Title
Three Eagles Under18 girls once again made the trip to the Bendigo Junior Classic held over the Australia Day weekend.  Anticipating a busy weekend, Delene, Robyn, the girls and myself all headed up Friday night to our cottage10 minutes outside the city to relax and prepare for the weekend ahead.  Nine girls made the trip due to Mia Feery being unfortunately unavailable.
Saturday saw us take on Frankston and some dynamic defence saw us hold them to only 5 points for the game.  We helped ourselves to 39 thanks to a solid transition game.  We backed it up Saturday night, handing Frankston a 28-10 hiding which saw our defensive intensity becoming more believable by the minute!

We took on the other undefeated team, Hamilton, Sunday and once again, defence was the difference as we frustrated their stars out of their game.  A 36-17 win was only dampened by Shannon turning her ankle and being forced out for the rest of the weekend.
Our quarter final against Wodonga was a clinic as we rolled to a 72-24 thrashing that included a 21-0 last quarter.  Wodonga were no match for us and could only watch as we ran fast breaks that were close to as good as I have seen in my time coaching.

Frankston were our semi-final opponent and while they looked better than they did Saturday (thanks to the addition of a player or two) they were still no match for our girls who by now were playing with extreme confidence.  Our 35-11 win was again a product of swarming defence and smart transition.

The grand final was a rematch with Hamilton who had certainly improved over the weekend.  We knew they would come out tougher and smarter than they did the day before and they did, getting the better start.  But our girls were up to the test, steadying and gaining control of the game.  The defensive efforts of Liana, Tahlia and Hayley G on the Hamilton stars was again a major factor but the brilliant shooting and tough defence of Nikita was the difference in the game.  Despite the referees actual decision, she was easily the game MVP.  The final score was 42-28 in our favour and the hard work and fantastic basketball played all weekend finally brought its reward, a Bendigo Tournament Title.
Half of the team decided to stay an extra night to wind down after a fantastic weekend and while the hospitality of our cottage hosts left a little to be desired, I think it is fair to say the weekend was, Shannon’s ankle aside, a fantastic one for all the team.

The team was: Liana Neri, Tahlia Prestia, Nikita McDonald, Haylee Cooper, Hayley Garvey, Renee Salvo, Shannon Woodward, Suzan Doganay and Kelsey Ryan.
Warren Taylor (Coach).
