Eagles roll out new guard

The Craigieburn Eagles women will unveil a new look back court come the 2008 season.  While the outstanding Kellie Bailey remains as the starting point guard and team Captain, three new faces will add skill and experience to the Eagles guard rotation as the team looks to take on the Big V women’s 2008 season.

Lauren Felle will enter her ninth season of VBL/Big V basketball as an Eagle after marvelous stints at both Coburg and Whittlesea.  A smart, experienced shooting guard, Felle’s versatility will be a true weapon for Craigieburn in 08.  Offensively, Felle is deadly from three point range, superb on the break and works extremely hard off the ball.  Her defensive ability too is of a high standard and we are sure to see her tackle some big assignments this year.

In 2007 Megan Jones was the standout player for Altona in the Big V, leading the Gators in scoring and earning a league All Star 5 nomination along the way.  Jones is a strong guard who is as comfortable mixing it with the tall timber around the basket as she is on the outside.  A former New Zealand junior representative, Jones’ speed on the break will surely be a highlight of the Eagles running game this season.

The third new face, Jacki Fitzgerald, comes to the Eagles after a stellar career at Hume City.  Fitzgerald has exceptional touch around the basket and will provide a true scoring punch to the Craigieburn line up.  Another guard whose court smarts and excellent ability to read the game will be welcome bonuses for the Eagles this year.

Departures in the off season included star guard Jacinta Scott (Hume City), Tracey Curran (retirement), Elise Swan (Werribee) and Tilly Stewart.

Returning for his fifth season at the helm of the Eagles, Warren Taylor is excited at the season ahead: “It’s true we have lost some talented players but we’ve been able to put together just a really fantastic squad.  The new girls have gelled in brilliantly, having Tracy back is huge for us and we also have a group of juniors who could all play Big V right now so it’s a pretty exciting time for us.”

A fitness program unlike any undertaken in the past at Craigieburn has been the benchmark of a solid pre season.  “We have been lucky enough to have former AFL player Brendan Ryan take our fitness program and the girls just look so much fitter and stronger than they ever have since I’ve been here.  He has been brilliant.” – Taylor.

The return of Tracy Tuesley after a year off will strengthen the already dominant front court of the Eagles.  League powerhouse Brooke Davenport and centre Kylie Davies look highly prepared for a big season ahead while Rhiannon Edwards returns for her sixth season as an Eagle.  Davenport will join former Eltham men’s coach Jamie Watts as assistant coaches.

Outside shooting threats Kaitlyn Patterson and Breannan Small also return, both looking to have an increased impact in 08.  The Eagles squad will be rounded out by a talented band of juniors, led by point guard Haylee Cooper and 6’1” forward Shannon Woodward.

A practice match at home on Saturday February 23 against the Whittlesea Pacers (6:30pm tip off) will be the Eagles first hit out before the season which begins away at Southern Peninsula on March 30.

