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STAMP OUT POOR BEHAVIOUR URGES OLYMPIC BASKETBALL CHAMPION

Basketball Victoria, in conjunction with Sport and Recreation Victoria and AFL Victoria is urging parents and spectators to Encourage the Kids and Support the Game during the 2007 Junior Basketball finals season. 

The campaign is tackling the problem of poor spectator behaviour in junior community sport. Verbal abuse, bad language threatening or violent behaviour can detract from the enjoyment of the sport, damage a club’s reputation and even compromise members’ safety. 

"We've had great success with the Encourage the Kids and Support the Game campaign, which has just been rolled out through the finals series of AFL Victoria's Eastern Football League and Western Region Football League,” said the Honourable James Merlino MP, Minister for Sport, Recreation and Youth Affairs.  “It's been fantastic to see most spectators showing positive support for the players encouraging them to do well and have fun.
"As we now lead into the finals series of the Victorian Junior Basketball League, we're asking all club officials, players, spectators and volunteers to get behind this campaign, spread the key message and encourage the kids.  We want it to be a fun and rewarding season for all players and their families whether they win or not."

Campaign Ambassador and Olympic Basketball Champ Michele Timms said she was disappointed by the level of spectator abuse when she recently became involved with junior basketball again.

“There is a lot of ugly parenting going on,” she said.  “There are even people having a go at other kids on their own kid’s team which is horrible,” she said.

“It’s ok to be loud, but it needs to be positive support, because that’s what we all need for a lift during the game.”
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Basketball Victoria's code of conduct promotes good spectator behaviour advocating fair play, respect for the rights and dignity of everyone involved in the sport, and most importantly, it  emphasises ‘fun’  as an essential element of the game.  Basketball codes of behaviour can be found in Basketball Victoria's Parent Handbook and on the Basketball Victoria website (www.basketballvictoria.com.au)

Here are some tips for creating positive spectator behaviour:

Always be positive in your support for players.  

Never ridicule or shout at a player, particularly a young player for making a mistake during competition.  Positive support for players will encourage them and spur them on to play better.

Condemn the use of violence in any form.

Never encourage players to threaten or engage in violence or engage in it yourself.  Violence has no place in basketball. 

Respect your team’s opponents, officials and spectators.

Without the officials and your team’s opponents, there would be no game. Their supporters are there to enjoy the game as much as you are.  Light-hearted banter can be fun but nasty or threatening remarks or behaviour never are.

All spectators, whether parents, families or friends, should uphold these rules in order to create an enjoyable atmosphere that encourages enthusiasm, commitment and fair play.  Basketball Victoria, in conjunction with the Victorian Junior Basketball League (VJBL) will be conducting the Encourage the Kids and Support the Game campaign at all VJBL finals’ venues during the last weekend of August and throughout September. 
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