When Cy-Fair girls basketball coach Ann Roubique received an e-mail this past spring from Team Australia’s Craigieburn Eagles asking if she would like to take part in an international duel, she quickly jumped on the opportunity to be a part of a unique experience for her and her girls. 

  

Tuesday night, the situation came to fruition, and Texas' 5A champions enjoyed a 58-23 victory. 

  

“It’s a great experience,” Roubique said. “The basketball aside, when we first met the kids they were hugging us and we were hugging them and everybody was excited about meeting each other. Everybody was excited about who was going to spend the night with whom and all that kind of stuff because our kids are hosting them this evening and they’re going to come to class with them (Wednesday) morning.” 


The Eagle bought two teams of girls; an 18-year old squad and a 16-17 squad that will make stops in Oklahoma and Los Angeles before they finish with a stop in San Antonio.

“It’s really, really good (to be traveling),” said Craigieburn's Jessica Woods, a member of the 16-17 team. “This is just life, it’s so awesome. Like the way you get into it with the (basketball) crowds, it’s just amazing.”

Eagles coach Warren Taylor is leading his team through this North American Tour.

“We’re just bringing out our own girls here to play against high school teams for the experience,” Taylor said. “It’s been fantastic so far. They (Cy-Fair) are a fantastic team (Cy-Fair). It’s not hard to see why (they’re state champions). Coach Roubique has done a wonderful job with those girls, a really talented group. They’re going to go really far this year I think.” 

  

In Australia, it’s summer break and all the girls are having the times of their lives as the enjoy this unique experience before they head back to school in February. 

  

“This is really a great experience for all of us,” Craigieburn’s Nikita McDonald said. “Especially just to come over and play basketball against these girls. They’re really good and it’s good to play at a high level over here.”

Shannon Woodward had the pleasure of taking on Chiney Ogwukmike, who scored a game-high 18 points. Woodward was thoroughly impressed. 

  

“She was really good,” said Woodward. “I definitely couldn’t stop her but she’s going to go far definitely. I’ve played people nearly taller than her but she’s one the best I’ve ever played. She’s awesome.” 


After Houston, the Eagles head to Oklahoma for a three-day tournament and then to San Antonio before they head to Los Angeles. 

  

“It (Los Angeles) is going to be great fun,” Craigieburn’s Suzan Doganay said. “I got my dad here so he‘s my (spending) money.” 

 
Please Note: Full game tapes are available for $40. Call our office toll-free at 1-877-245-4400 to order. 
