March Pre Season Tournament – Senior Mens Report
Dennis McNamara entered the senior men into this tournament with the philosophy of “not showing any of the competing teams that we intend to meet in the season proper your real hand”. With this in mind, the whole senior squad was expecting to get rotated and rostered minutes throughout the weekend. This gave some of the junior members of the squad the opportunity to have a crack at the big guys, and this they did.

First game on the roster was versus Cranbourne and the guys were expecting to win this one. Craigieburn were never really threatened and the guys ran out comfortable 44-26 winners. Saturday afternoon saw us take on the tournament favourites, McKinnon, who as usual, fielded a full strength squad. Our guys put up a good defensive effort but the lack of real scoring power showed, with McKinnon easily winning 60 -46. Regardless of this result, we knew we were set for a finals berth and the guys next opponents were Pakenham. Again, Dennis mixed the squad around, and once again, we really struggled to put our opposition away. Pakenham led for the bulk of the whole game, but Craigieburn maintained their composure, and the young team on the floor really pushed hard to take the lead late in the last, clawing back an eight point deficit to record a narrow 2 point victory, 55-53.
The last game of the tournament was against Mornington, who like McKinnon, fielded a full strength squad. Their import guard did the damage very early in the first quarter, nailing three big three pointers and having 15 of their 19 points to that stage. Mornington were so confident in their assessment of our guys, they sat their guard out for the rest of the game, comfortable they had done enough and had enough in reserve to put us away. The guys pushed hard, but Mornington had too much strength and came away with a 68 -47 win. Dennis knew we would be facing Mornington again in the first of the finals so he played his team selection and subs cagily, not worried with the result.
The first semi was a ripper game, Dennis fielded his best team and we took it right up to Mornington. Tyson Harding and their import guard was completely shut down by the guards and together with Kane, Kuf and others, nailed the shots when it mattered to have Mornington working their bench overtime to attempt to come up with a suitable court combination to match us up and negate our fast running game style. No matter what they tried, the guys held them out and powered away to reverse the first result and win comfortably 55-46. Mornington were shattered.
The Grand Final on Sunday was always going to be a good game. Rob Toller Bond, who was missing in both games on Sunday was back, but we knew that Nick Richards, Shawn King and Tom Burns would be very hard to contain. First quarter turnovers and some inconsistent foul shooting saw McKinnon take an early four point lead at the end of the first, Craigieburn finding it hard to penetrate the strong McKinnon zone defence. Rob Toller Bond started the second quarter with two three pointers to give us the lead, but Tom Burns led McKinnon back with a scoring recovery to have them in front at half time by eight points.

Poor defense at the start of the third had McKinnon scoring quick successive baskets from transition going out to an eleven point break. Craigieburn reeled the spread back to six at three quarter time with some solid disciplined basketball setting the last up for a great final quarter. Dean and Kuf hit two big three pointers, and at the last minute mark it was a one point ball game. Dean and Blake were fouled out of the game and with Craigieburn in foul trouble, McKinnon used their big game experience, knowing we had to push hard to compete for the ball and racking up fouls as a result. Shawn King hit two from two to give McKinnon a three point lead with thirty seconds left on the clock, but we were not done. Craigieburn dragged the score back to a one point game, but experience in close games by McKinnon proved their savior as they worked the fouls to go to the line for four free throws, hitting them all to run out five point winners.
Dennis was pleased with the result and the team’s effort over the weekend, a good workout for the guys leading up to the start of the 2009 season proper and a good showing by the whole squad.
