USA Update
13/12/08 6.30am
Today 18s played in the Durant Lion Classic - lost first game after a flying start after playing Westmoore by approx 5points.
16s played an exhibition game today against the Local Junior Varcity team that has won 22games straight - the EAGLES 16s won by about 3 points.
Durant is a country town in comparrison to Dallas and some of us are missing those creature comforts.
I8s games are being televised live on the local TV station at Durant which is real bonus.
Thanx Jason


13/12/2008
Hello all. Sorry I haven't been a little more regular with some updates from over here but it has just been SO much more hectic and damn busy than I ever thought it would be. I guess because none of us have ever done a tour before, we are finding out so many things that we wished we'd known beforehand. 

But despite that, it has been a ball! It really is a basketball trip with sightseeing (aka shopping if you ask the kids) but it has all been just great.

The kids have played some awesome ball. We won our first 4 games if you can believe that, including a tournament! Yes, we are the 2008 Dallas Lutheran Tournament Champions! It was a reasonable competition but having said that, the girls played just awesome all week. Nikki won tournament MVP and Haylee C had 26 in final and won final mvp. Kelsey and Shan were also great at the tournament.

I think the girls were more excited about the friends they made from the host school, they were just awesome people!

Kids had homestays (billets) in Houston, first two nights with Christian school people. This is the south so when I say Christian, I mean Christian! Real eye-opener for some of our girls as to how kids are over here. Again, wonderful families who really looked after our kids (even after we smacked their team!)

Our next game in Houston was against Cy-Fair HS, ranked in the top 10 in the nation and one of the best couple of teams in the state. They had a girl called Chiney (pronounced she-nay) Ogwumike who is rated the very best High School player in the entire nation. We kinda knew we were in for a
different opponent and also a different game night altogether. Cy-Fair has 3500 students and is the first public school we played..this was REAL American high school ball! We had full intros, both anthems, cheerleaders etc etc but we also had our game played AFTER the boys game as the feature
and we played in front of between 500-1000 people! It was amazing! Any of you who know me well enough would know it was just a dream come true to coach in a real prime time game like that in a huge school.

They smacked us by 35 but really took their foot off the pedal early so it could've been worse. But true to the form of just every person we've met, they never even spoke like they thumped us! When asked about it they would all say it was a good game and how much they just enjoyed the opportunity to
play a touring team from Australia! They were just fabulous! I even got to meet the head coach of Rice University and the lead assistant coach from Stanford (2nd ranked college in NCAA women) Kate Paye (ex WNBA) after the game (after all the radio. Newspaper and internet interviews) and they came
to see me! Just outstanding!

That's really been the thing Ive noticed more than anything else - everyone is just so nice! Everyone. They are just the most polite, pleasant, welcoming people Ive ever met - all of them! What they say about southern hospitality is so true.

By the way, Chiney is a future college star (hence those colleges being at the game) and will probably play with her sister Nneka at Stanford (who was ALSO regarded as one of the best high school players in the country last year!) and will certainly be a future WNBA star.

Anyway, The kids also stayed with the Cy Fair kids for a night which from all accounts was their highlight! The kids were just fantastic, as were the Rosehill Christain kids the nights before, but I think our kids just meshed with the Cy Fair kids so well. They didn't want to leave when we picked them up from school the next day!

We came back to Dallas for a night, stopping for a toilet break in some little town on the way only to get snowed on! And then today we drove a further hour north to a little town called Durant in Oklahoma. Culture shock for us all, the town looks very poor (weve been staying in very nice parts of town in Dallas and Houston) and the motel is very VERY dodgy. We have ordered the kids stay in their rooms and only leave after they have called me and Ill walk down to walk them to another room! It's a bit scary.
We've even arranged to cut our trip here one night short and go back to Dallas a day early because of it!

My girls lost rd 1 of the Durant tourney so now we cant finish higher than 5th. Disappointing, we played a very good team from Oklahoma City but couldn't buy a basket early and ended up falling 4 points short. Still,we're just loving the ball so its all good.

Oh, and probably the best thing about the basketball - the refs let SO much go! The kids get to smash each other, dive on each other, fight for loose balls and they'll only call it if there is a major disadvantage! Its brilliant! Aussie refs just love the sound of their own whistle too much and could learn so much from they way they do it here. I love it!

Anyway, ill try and write again when we're back in Dallas. Been a great trip - I haven't even mentioned the NBA game we went to (Atlanta @ Dallas) or the trip to NASA in Houston! I will next time!

(sorry I cant speak for the Under 16 team re basketball, other than to say they are also playing very well, 4-2 as well I think - but a lot of the time I have either missed their game because of our game or just concentrated on my kids much more of course)

Hope you are all well, 

Warren.

