
 Preparing Semen for Motility Evaluation  
A Benchtop Reference 

Insert the pipette into the semen.  Using the 
roller knob on the Pipette Pump draw up 
0.25 ml (1/4 ml) of semen.    

The large numbers start with 0 ml at the top 
and 1 ml at the bottom; thus you need to draw 
up to the 0.75.  Note:  There are smaller num-
bers on the other side with 1 ml at the top & 0 
ml at the bottom. 

Using either the roller ball or quick release 
lever on the Pipette Pump fully dispense the 
semen into the dram vial.   

Note:  if the semen concentration is < 150x106 
(150 million/ml) then an additional 0.25 ml 
should be added.   

Dispose of the pipette. 

Cap the dram vial.  Invert the dram vial 
several times to fully mix the semen and 
extender. 
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Using a pre-warmed (37° C, 98° F) slide, 
squeeze 1-2 drops of extended semen 
onto the slide. 

Place a pre-warmed (37° C, 98° F) cover 
slip onto the extended semen on the slide. 

The slide is now ready for assessing 
motility via a light microscope. 

Jim Kubiak, Ph. D., Equine Reproductive Physiologist, Copyright © 2010Jim Kubiak, Ph. D., Equine Reproductive Physiologist, Copyright © 2010  The Breederôs AssistantThe Breederôs Assistant  

9. 10. 11. 12. 

13. 14. 15. 16. 

Using a 1.0 ml disposable pipette and 
Pipette Pump to draw up the volume of 
semen needed. 

Insert the 1.0 ml pipette into the Pipette 
Pump.  Be sure to insert firmly & fully. 

Using a disposable 
transfer pipette to make a 
slide. 

Squeeze the bulb at the top of the transfer 
pipette.  Insert the tip of the transfer pipette 
into extended semen in the dram vial and 
release the pressure on the bulb - extended 
semen will be drawn up into the transfer 
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